Colby Free Press Monday, February 9, 2004 Page 7

For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

WOE LICK ek
_ LIcK v

B e s
WHERE
woy: ELOE.

) ek

For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

WE DID INVENTORY
&T THE ENMD OF
DECEMBER AND |
CAN'T FIGURE THIS
ouT,

1 WANT 10 THINK OUR
CUSTOMERS ARE. HONEST,
TOHNI

YOURE. [N A BIT OF

A MOOD) EL. WHAT'S
/“%

4

THERES EITHER AN
ERROR I OUR B0k
KEEPING, OR SOME-
OF THE 5ocic HAS
GONE MiSSiNG! 5

E
IT WAS AN
INSIDE TO8.

; W ./

QUESTION, ODIE...
15 POG FOOP
MADE FROM POGS?

NAH, IT POESNT TASTE
STUPID ENOUGH

www.garfield.com

Syndicate

O DAN2D Z-2

Distributed by Universal Press

‘paatesal SWBIH IV “ONI ‘SMYd b00Z O

Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

.

(o] VE TO I1ZE

YrHK‘IHA WOMEN %UZE
FAéTE THAN MEN

M%@l cH
UP Mﬁm
4

Blondie ® Chic Young
YOURE CATCHING A COLD, WHY DON'T

OH, IT'S OKAY...
I'LLBEFINE...

NO, LINSIST... TAKE
ALITTLE BREAK AND
WARM YOUR FEET

eserved

IT WAS YOUR
WIFE'S IDEA

cate, Inc. World Rights r

| A h—=
By g A x
' fi é )g‘Z %
Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker
YOU'RE SUPPOSED OH YEAH2 WHAT |F &&_‘ M ‘ WHY DO You
TO OBEY ALL OF YOU ORDERED US TO ALWAYS HAVE
MY ORDERS// JUMP OFF A CLIFF? r TO CHALLENGE
A%

WHATS WITH Ne HAVE TOTDA THE MOST IMPORTANT THING
NLOF THE CRONP PROJECT /R 670 BE SURE THAT THERES
GOVERNMENTCLAGS, AT LEAST ONE GIRL ON THE

o, )\ mpThoecone

WHO T WANT T©

[YKNOW, SAL, EVEN THOUGH
WE HAD OUR SQUABBLE

A WHILE BACK, T'VE ALWAYS
THOUGHT OF YOU
LIKE MY SISTER
IN THE OFFICE. |8

1, UH, MEAN, My
EXCUSE MEZ ) 1 7rie 5/5TER.

Cryptoquip
DNZ QYMMZQQAYTP

THANK YOU FOR

READING THE

APCGXQD'Q SZE UPOS DC

CUZS NXQ CES APCEZG

QNCU EOQ MYD OSR RGXZR.

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: [ WONDER IF AN OIL-
RICH REPUBLIC LIKE KUWAIT IS BEST CALLED
A FUEL'S PARADISE.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: M equals C

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR:

NEWS -« WEATHER
SPORTS

155 W. 5th « 785-462-3963

DEARABBY: | read your sound
adviceto “ Addicted to Spending,”
the woman who racked up thou-
sands of dollarsin credit card debt.
Shesaid shecouldn’'t sleep at night
for fear her husband would divorce
her when he found out. You were
rightthat acredit counseling agency
canprovidevaluableassi stance, but
she needs to be careful which one
sheselects.

The Internal Revenue Service
oversees many credit counseling
agencies because they are tax-ex-
empt. Wehavereceived anincreas-
ing number of complaintsthat some
of these agencies charge high fees,
offer poor repayment plans, and pro-
vide little in the way of education
and counseling.

We have stepped up our audits of
credit counseling agencies and,
where warranted, will revoketheir
tax exemption. Inaddition, wehave
issued a consumer alert with the
Federal Trade Commission and
stateregulators, warning consumers
tocheck carefully beforesigningup
with a particular program. A few
tips: (1) Bewareof highfeesor “vol-
untary” contributions. (2) Carefully
read any written statements before
yousign, and makesureyour credi-
torswill work with the agency you
want. (3) Watch carefully theclaims
madeinTV ads.

— MARK W. EVERSON,
COMMISSIONER OF
THEINTERNAL
REVENUE SERVICE

DEAR COMMISSIONER
EVERSON: | know my tax dol-
larsarebeingwell spent whenthe
highest collection officer in the
land reaches out to help people
with money troubles. Everyone
has heard the phrase, “Let the
buyer beware.” (* Caveat emp-
tor.”)However,itisespecially dis-
couraging to think that people
whoarevulnerableand tryingto
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Opening lead — king of diamonds.

- Bawareof somecredit counsaors
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Van Buren

e Dear Abby

movetheir livesinapositivedirec-
tion would be victimized by pre-
dators. No doubt many readers
will thank you for the warning.
(Readers, you can find the IRS
commissioner’s alert by visiting
the Web site: www.irs.gov/news-
room.)

DEARABBY: | have been mar-
riedfor morethan20years. My wife
and | have been friendswith a cer-
tain couple, “Claude and Maude,”
for 15years.OnNew Year'sEvewe
all went out to dinner and a few
drinks. | wasthedesignated driver,
sol didnotdrink. Whenwereturned
home, al three, my wife, Claudeand
Maude, proceeded to get trashed to
themax.

Maude got sick and passed out;
my wife went to bed. Claude and |
sat upandwatchedtheball dropand
acouple of other programs. | fell
asleepabout 1:30a.m. and assumed
that Claudewould, too. Around2:00
a.m., | got out of my chair and
walkedtomy bedroom. Claudewas
sitting on the bed next to my wife,
putting his pants on. My wife was
passed out, so | don’t know what
happened. It has bothered me so
much since then that | can’t sleep
and don’t know what to do. If ever
therewasareasonfor metobecome
violent, that wasiit, but | kept my
cool. The next morning, my wife
couldremember nothingatall. What
doyouthink I should do?

— OUTRAGED IN HOLLY

DEAR OUTRAGED: In view of
thefact that a 15-year friendship
isat stake, talk toClaude. It'spos-
siblethat hewassoloaded that he

didn’'t know where he was, and
nothing happened. The best ad-
vicel can offer nowisthat Claude,
Maude and your wife should all
do something about their drink-

ing.

DEARABBY: You printed alet-
ter from a 13-year-old girl whose
father is deployed in the Middle
East. She was worried about her
mother’s depression. You wisely
suggested that the daughter seek
assistancefrom atrusted adult whe
knows her mother and can encour-
age her to talk to adoctor. | woulc
liketooffer someadditional sugges-
tions: The mother’s primary-care
manager through her health-care
provider isagood starting point for
assistance. She can also find out if
thereisafamily advocacy program
availableat their military base.

These programs offer support
groupsfor spousesand children.

This child and her mother are
probably digiblefor TRICARE, the
Defense Department’s health-care
program for military personnel,
their families and retirees. TRI-
CARE offers a health services anc
support contractor to manage the
family’shealthbenefits. It offersin-
personor tel ephonecounseling and
online assistance. The mother can
visit www.tricare.osd.mil and re-
guest customer serviceusing oneof
thetoll-free numbers.

—JUDY BLACK,
HEALTH CAREALLIANCE

DEAR JUDY: Amen to that!
And thank you for offering this
valuableinfor mation tothespou-
sesof our military personnel.

Family Circus = Bil Keane

FamousHand

If you look at all four hands, you might
wonder how declarer managed to go down

oneat four hearts.

Butthefactisthat hedid, and, furthermore,
it’slikely that most declarersplayingthehand
would have suffered the samefate.

The bidding was normal, and so was the
opening lead of the king of diamonds. But
something unusual occurred when East
played thenineon hispartner’sking at trick
one, andthenthedeuceontheaceat trick two.

WhenWest next led thesix of diamondsat
trick three, declarer, having observed East’s
high-low signal toindicateadoubleton, natu-
rally ruffed with dummy’sten to avoid the
possibility of East overruffing dummy with

alow trump.

But to everyone's surprise, including his
partner’s, East unexpectedly produced the

four of diamondsat trick three.

When declarer next led the heart deuce
fromdummy, East showed out, and South, to
his chagrin, found that he had to lose two

trump tricks and go down one.

East was Ira G. Corn, highly successful
Dallasindustrialist and financier who also
distinguished himself intheworld of bridge

during the’60sand’ 70s.

Hecertainly had no high cardstowork with
against four hearts, and yet thereisno doubt
that hesingle-handedly defeated thecontract

without taking atrick!

Without Corn’simaginativehigh-low play
in diamonds, declarer would have lost only
onetrumptrick and sowould havemadefour

hearts.

AsidefromtheK-9-8-4West actually had,
therewereseveral other trump holdings\West
might have had that would have brought
about South’s defeat if he could beinduced
to ruff highin dummy onthethird diamond

lead.

The little white lie told by Corn thus had
everythingtogainandalmost nothingtolose.

“My tummy shows, Mommy. This shirt

shrunk right into style!”
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