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Tina Schmid, a junior at Colby High School, worked on a mural

designed by Eric Erickson. Other students in Mrs. Roberts’ art
inthe hall outside the high school's artroomtoday The muralwas  class were working on various clay projects inside the art studio.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Continued cool

Colby, Oakley, Hoxiearea

.Tonight...Partly cloudy.
Lows around 15. Northwest
winds5to 10 mph.

Tuesday...Partly cloudy.
Highs in the upper 30s. West
winds 10 to 15 mph.

Tuesday night...Partly
cloudy. Lowsaround 19. North-
west winds 10 to 15 mph and

gusty.

Wednesday...Partly cloudy.
Breezy...Cooler. Highsin the
upper 20s. Northwinds15t025
mph.

Wednesday night...Partly
cloudy in the evening then
clearing. Lowsaround 14.

Thursday...Mostly sunny.
Highsin thelower 30s.

Thenumbers

Sunday’shigh, 39

L ow thismorning, 19

Recordsfor Feb.9,71in1954
and-22in 1933

Year ago today, 36 and 15

February precipitation, 0.13
inches

February snowfall, 6inches

Snowfall past 24 hours, 0.00

Thesources:

The forecast isfrom the Na-
tional Weather Service, and
other numbers are from the
Northwest Research-Extension
Center, Colby.

A recorded forecast updated
throughout the day isavailable
by calling (785) 899-7119.

Current temperatures are
availableby calling460-TEMP.

‘Rally for Beef’ set at Goodland

By GREG STOVER
The Goodland Star-News
GOODLAND — “Rally for
Beef” is the theme of thisyear’s
High Plains Ag Expo Thursday at
the Max Jones Fieldhouse in
Goodland, startingat8a.m. (MST).
TheExpoissponsoredby KL OE,
KKCI and KWGB Radio in
Goodland and the National Sun-
flower Association. Marty Melia,
spokesmanfor the Expo, said Gov-
ernorsKathleen Sebeliusof Kansas
and Bill Owens of Colorado have
been invited along with the repre-
sentatives of several state and na-
tional livestock organizationstobe

part of the celebration.
Thepurposeof thisyear’stheme
istohelp promotethebeef industry
innorthwest Kansas, eastern Colo-
rado and southwest K ansas. Part of

that promotion is to stress that
American beef is safe and good to
eat. Tohelpinthat goal afreeham-
burger lunch sponsored by some of
the beef producersfrom northwest
Kansas and eastern Colorado will
be served starting at noon on the
exhibit floor in Max Jones.

“Qur goal isto feed from 800 to
1,000 peopleat theRally for Beef,”
Meliasaid.

A similar event in Kingman,
Melia said, sponsored by the
Kingman County FarmBureauheld
Jan. 16 served over 700 peoplefrom
all over thestatewho cameto show
their support for the beef industry.

People taking advantage of the
freemeal areinvitedtostay andlis-
tentothe Expo’sguest speakersin-
cluding Kevin Duvetter and Terry
Kastens, agriculture economists

fromKansasStateUniversity; Greg
Dowd, alivestock disease special-
ist with the U.S. Department of
Agriculture; and Brownie Wilson,
of theKansasGeological Surveyin
Lawrence, whowill talk about wa-
terwell surveysinwestern Kansas.

Therewill beaspecial presenta-
tion by “the Cowguy” Ron
Schilling. Live entertainment is
sponsored by Eagle Cable TV and
Internet.

Nearly 40 agri-businesses will
have displaysto show off some of
thedevel opments in agricultural
services and technology. Some of
themare Sigco Sun Products, Crop
Quest, Mueller Grain, Ag Source,
KansasLivestock Assoc., Mycogen
Seeds, Kansas Cattlemans Assoc.,
Kansas AgriBility, Agri Safe and
the Sherman County Farm Bureau.

Trial for ex-\Westar officers delayed

TOPEKA (AP) — Two former
Westar Energy | nc. executiveswho
arecharged with spendingmillions
of dollars in company money will
face trial in September instead of
March, afederal judge ordered.

U.S. District Court Judge Julie
Robinson ordered that the start of
thetrial be changed from March 8

to Sept. 7.
Lawyers for David Wittig and

Douglas Lake, who waived their
congtitutional righttoaspeedy trial,
had asked Robinsontopostponethe
trial until October.

Prosecutors wanted a July trial
date, but the defense said they
wouldbeunavailabledueto sched-
uling conflicts.

Wittig and Lake's lawyers have
until March 19 to file arequest to
havethetrial bemoved out of state.

Wittig was chief executive of -
ficer and Lake was executive vice
president and chief strategicofficer
of Westar, Kansas' largest electric
utility.

Wittig, 48, and Lake, 53, face a
total of 40 counts on a variety of
charges, includingfalsifyingbooks
andrecords, wirefraud, and engag-
ing in monetary transactions de-
rived from unlawful activity.

Size of Wal-Mart
store said to exceed
106,000 square feet

By TISHA COX

Colby Free Press

The Wal-Mart Supercenter
plannedfor Colby will beabigone,
according toinformation provided
by Carolyn Armstrong, Colby city
manager.

She said the size of the building
is 106,707 square feet. Armstrong
said she thinks it's comparable to
thecenter at Goodland, but smaller
than the Hays store.

Shesaidthestorewill haveagro-
cery department and garden center
but won’t have atire center. It will
also have gas pumps but they’ Il be
leased out for someone elseto run.

“I havenottalkedtoWal-Marton
this,” Armstrong said. Instead, her
information is coming from Spear
and McCaleb, an Oklahoma City
engineeringfirmthatisworkingon
theinitial site plan.

No land has been purchased and
she explained there won't be any

land transaction until the land is
annexed andrezoned, aprocessthat
takes30to60days. Armstrong saic
theanti cipated opening of thestore
islate 2005 or early 2006. “ That's
fairly aggressive,” shesaid.

Wal-Mart isinterested in a 13-
acre parcel of land at the corner of
South FranklinAvenueand Willow
Street. Armstrong said she doesn't
anticipate any problems with in-
creased traffic.

Shesaid onthesitewill beroom
for one more businessin front anc
between the store and the Holiday
Inn Express. She also said thereis
room south of Davis.

Armstrongisoptimisticabout the
progress but said she’salways ner-
vous until things start to get done.
Sheadded shealsohasnoideaastc
what might bethefate of the build-
ing Wal-Mart currently occupies.

Armstrong has heard rumorsbut
didn’t wish to speculate.

Commodity distribution
guidelines have changed

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

United StatesDepartment of Ag-
riculture commodities will be dis-
tributedin Colby at the Retired and
Senior Volunteer Program officein
the Senior Progress Center from 3-
5p.m. on Monday, Feb. 16.

Director Laura Withington said
there have been some changesin
guidelinesand peopleshould check
withtheofficetoseewhoiseligible.

Shesaidtheprogramisfor people
with alow income to supplement
their food budget with freefood.

“Elderly peopleonfixedincomes
or familieswith children living on
lowincomesareespecially urgedto
take advantage,” Withington said.

Eligibility isdetermined accord-
ingtoincomeguidelines, whichare
decided on maximum gross
monthly income.

For one person, $973: two
people, $1,313; three people,
$1,654; four people, $1,994; five
people, $2,334; six, $2,674; seven,
$3,014; eight, 3,354.

Distribution is on afirst come-

first served basisandwill not begin
until the advertised time. Partici-
pants are asked not to arrive at the
distribution site more than 30 min-
utesprior to thedistribution.

Commoditieswill only beavail-
ableontheadvertised dateandtime.
Eligible people will no longer be
ableto pick up the commodities at
alater dateif the missthedistribu-
tion.

Withington said if people can't
pick up their own commaodities at
the advertised time, they can senc
a signed permission slip with an-
other person to pick up the items.
Oneperson may beallowedto pick
up commodities for three other
househol ds besidestheir own.

She said the Retired and Senior
Volunteer Programisthecoordinat-
ingagency for distributionsin Tho-
mas County. Commodities are
given out at the Senior Progress
Center in Colby and the Brewster
Senior Center. Sites are no longer
availablein Levant or Rexford.

Forinformation, call theofficeat
462-6744.

Kerry rivals scrambling

By DONNA CASSATA
Associated Press Writer

JohnKerry’sthree-stateweekend
rout, capped by hiscoast tovictory
in Maine, pushed him closer to the
Democraticnominationandlefthis
rivals scrambling to find away to
stop the front-runner.

Boasting adaunting record of 10
winsin 12 contests, Kerry focused
onthenext round— Tuesday’ spri-
mariesinVirginiaand Tennessee—
and the opportunity for the Massa-
chusettssenator toshow hiscloutin
the South.

RivalsJohn Edwardsand Wesley
Clark, the two Southernersin the
race, talked of populist themesin
hopes of making inroadswith vot-
ersin the two states that offer 151
pledged del egatesand, moreimpor-
tant, continued survival in the
Democratic race.

Neither Edwards nor Clark —
nor one-timefront-runner Howard
Dean — could match Kerry’s ad-
vantage in Maine, which held its
caucuses Sunday with 24 del egates
at stake.

Kerry outpaced Deanby anearly
2-to-1margininthestate, with Rep.
Dennis Kucinich of Ohio adistant
third. Deanand Kucinich had made
11th-hour appealsto Mainevoters.
The win there came after Kerry’s
triumphsinMi chiganandWashing-
ton stateaday earlier.

Kerry has more than twice as
many delegates as his closest pur-
suer, ashiswininMainepushed his
total to 426, compared with Dean’s
184, according to an Associated
Presstally. It takes 2,162 del egates
to win the nomination. Kucinich
appeared to fall just short of quali-
fying for delegatesin Maine.

Kindergarten pre-enrollment set

Kindergarten pre-enrollment for the 2004-2005 school

year will beheld at Colby Grade School on\Wednesday, Feb.
25from7:30a.m.-3p.m.intheconferenceroom. Pleasebring
your child’sbirth certificate, immunization records and so-
cial security number. Call the grade school office at (785)
460-1500if you have any questions.

Tax help available

AARPTaxAidehelpisnow availableon Mondaysandwill
continuethroughApril 15from1:30t03:30 p.m. at themeet-
ingroomat Pioneer Memoria Library. OnWednesdays, help
will be available on simple tax forms from 1-3 p.m. at the
Senior Progress Center. For information, call Alvin Volk at

462-2645 or Lelaor Don German at 460-3062.

Rotary soup supper next week
Theannual Colby Rotary soup supper will befrom5to7:30
p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 17, during the Colby High School bas-
ketball game against Goodland at the Colby Community
Building. All proceedsfrom thisevent go to benefit various
organizations. Ticketswill be available at the door or from

any Rotary Club member.

Dog obedience school underway
TheThomasCounty Trackers4-H Dog Clubisonceagain

offering obediencetrai ning thiswinter and spring. Although

the orientation meeting and classes have already begun, in-

terested personsshould call CarrieBredemeier for questions
or information at (785) 460-3816.

Chick.

Workforce Center has new hours

The Colby Workforce Center (formerly the Job Service
Center) isnow operating under new hours; 8a.m.to5p.m.,
Monday through Friday. The center is located at 485 N.

Landfill hours for winter

The Thomas County landfill is operating on its winter
hours, said L arry Jumper, supervisor. Thehoursare M onday
through Friday, 9 am. to 5 p.m.; Saturday from 9 am. to 4
p.m. and Sunday from 1 p.m.to4 p.m.
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