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Goodland recerves money to assist new firm

GOODLAND — The Kansas
Department of Commercesaidlate
last week it hasapproved $200,000
in economic development assis-
tanceto help the City of Goodland
andAircraft Seal and Gasket Corp.,
which isopening anew plant here.

The city will use the money to
provide aloan for equipment and
working capital toAircraft Seal and
Gasket, a California based manu-
facturer of custom parts for the
aerospace industry.

Herb Menold, president of Air-
craft Seal and Gasket said he was
pleased the stateapproved theloan
andthatitwill helpintheexpensive
front-end of the startup of the
Goodland plant.

He said a ribbon cutting is
planned for Thursday, Feb. 19, and
that besidesthestateand local offi-

Scammers
targeted

WICHITA (AP) — The state at-
torney general’s office has found
more than 600 incidents of elderly
or disabled people being scammed
sinceit began concentrating onthe
problem last year.

Attorney General Phill Kline's
officebegan earmarking scam com-
plaints from elderly and disabled
people last March. It has flagged
667 such reportsthrough January.

Since the attorney general offi-
cially formedtheVulnerableAdults
Tast Force last November, it has
recovered $3,688 dollars for con-
sumersthrough January.

One victim was an 82-year-old
Kansas City areawoman who suf-
fered from dementia. The woman,
who lives on a fixed income, do-
nated about $2,000 to nonprofit
groups who continued to contact
her. Thewoman couldn’t remember
that she had already donated.

A member of her family noticed
and called the task force. When it
contactedthenonprofit groups, “the
legitimate groups were very quick
toreturnthemoney,” said Whitney
Watson, director of communica-
tionsand personnel for theattorney
general’soffice.

Mary Tritsch, associate state di-
rector of AARPK ansas, said one of
the most prevalent scams hitting
seniorsislottery solicitations. Se-
niorsaretold by phoneor letter that
they’ ve won alottery — oftenina
foreign country — but that they
have to send in a portion of their
winningsto receivethe prize.

“Peoplearefalingforit,” Tritsch
said. Her messagetoconsumers: “If
you have to send in money, you
didn’twinanything. You shouldn’t
haveto clean out your bank account
towinaprize.” Thetask force has
not tracked complaintslongenough
toidentify any specific pattern.

cialsheexpectshispartners, Doug
Moody of Wichita who was the
partner intheideatwo yearsagoto
move the plant to Kansas and sev-
eral of theMenoldfamily members
to attend.

“Thingsare going pretty well as
wecontinueto buildtheinfrastruc-
ture,” Menold Said. “I am in
Goodland today becausewegot the
first machine running, the mixer,
and are close to running the calen-
dar.

“It is going very well from my
perspective. Ittakesalot of timeand
effort to get these pieces of equip-
ment in operation.

“Thestate help hasbeengreatin
getting the incentivesin place and
helping us get our supply lines set
up. As soon as we get up and run-
ningitwill bemoreevident. All the

peoplefromthestateand areahave
been great to work with in getting
thismove underway.

“Chuck Lutters, Kendall Cooper
and now Andy Laue have been
hired to help get the equipment up
andrunning,” Menoldsaid. “I1twill
takeafew moreweeksto get ready
tohiremorepeopleand get theplant
producing.”

Menold said Laue will be the
chief financial officer for thecorpo-
ration, and will oversee all three
locations with his headquartersin
Goodland.

Hesaidthisispossibletoday with
the communications networks. He
saidthetelephone systemand com-
putersweredelivered Thursday he
expects the three sites to be net-
worked thisweek.

Thestategrant will createamini-

mum of six jobswithin atwo-year
period, the state said. The Small
Cities Community Development
Block Grant money will bematched
with $100,000 of privatefinancing
fromAircraft Seal and Gasket. The
city commissionapprovedthegrant
request at their meeting on Dec. 1.

Doug Bruggeman, with the
Northwest Kansas Regional Plan-
ning and Development Commis-
sioninHill City, told the city com-
mission the $200,000 is much less
than the maximum of $750,000
under theloan program. Thecity is
sponsoringtheloanapplication, but
is not responsible for repayment
even if the firm doesn't pay the
state.

“Theloan requiresonejob to be
created for every $35,000 bor-
rowed,” Bruggemansaid. “ ForAir-

At studio busy place

mural in the hall. The students

Colby High Schooljunior Jennifer Jumper worked on her clay potin the high school art studio this
morning. Students in the studio were building clay coil pots while others worked on painting a

are in Mrs. Roberts’ art class

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

craft Seal and Gasket, it would be
about six jobsfor the$200,00010an
amount.

“Theloanwill beat 4 percent for
fiveyears. Theloan specifications
areestablished by the state, and the
company isrequiredtoprovidecol-
lateral aswell asa$100,000 match.

“The $200,000 they are getting
for will be matched with $100,000
from the company and they agreed
to create six jobs, with four being
middle to low income jobs. They
will have two years to spend the
money and create thejobs.”

The commission approved the
applicationona4-0vote. Whenthe
meeting opened, it was noted that
Commissioner Chuck Lutterswas
absent. Bruggeman and City Man-
ager Ron Pickman said L uttersdid
not want there to be any question

about aconflict of interest since he
took the job as plant manager with
Aircraft Seal and Gasket.

“This economic development
loan through the stateis something
thecity hasnever appliedfor,” saic
Pickman, “but in thisinstanceit is
hel pful wewere ableto qualify for
this program to help a company
open a plant here. The people of
Kansas pay thismoney inand it is
good to get some of it back to help
stimulate our local economy.”

The Community Development
Divisionof theK ansasDepartment
of Commerceand Housing admin-
isters the block grant program in
rural areas. Economicdevel opment
grantsaregiventocitiesor counties
which, in turn, loan the money to
privatebusinessestocreateor retain
permanent jobs.

Confident bill will pass

TOPEKA (AP) — Senators last
year rejected a measure allowing
Sunday liquor sales not because of
strong opposition to the concept,
but becauseit didn’t have atax in-
crease attached to it.

Thisweek, the Senateisexpected
to debate a hill that permitslocal
decisions on Sunday sales, makes
the state’s Liquor Control Act uni-
formandraisetaxesonall formsof
alcohal.

Sen. JohnVratil proposedthein-
creaseinthegallonagetax |ast week
when the Federal and State Affairs
Committee debated the bill.

Vratil, R-Leawood, is one of a
few senatorswhovoted against last
year’shill —whichfailed 19-18—

but say they support the new ver-
sion.

“A number of peoplewho voted
againstitfeltlikeif wegiveSunday
sales to the industry, there needeo
to be atax increase,” Sen. Vratil
said.

Romance and roses just
seem to go together -

And our colored
selection of roses has
never been better! Call or
stop by Somplace
Special for details!
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See American Profile Magazine in today’s issue of the
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NewsLine:

PUBLIC AUCTION

Date: Saturday, February 21, 2004
Time: 10:00 am CST (doors open at 8:00 a.m. day of sale)
Auction Location: TNT & Jones Auction Facility, 200 N. Franklin, Colby, Kan.

Preview sale items between 5-7 p.m. CST Friday, February 20, 2004
*1980 Monte Carlo, 2 door, 28,000 original miles

*Antiques - 1960’s blonde oak bedroom set, 1950’s
cane back chairs, old calendars, Duncan Pfyfe
table with leaves sHousehold and miscellaneous -
furniture, appliances, linens, miscellaneous dishes,
Tupperware, 60 gal. aquariumeToys - toy trains,
puzzles, 1950’s tin doll house, bikes *Tools and
yard - mowers, chainsaw, assorted old wrenches
and shop tools, weed eatersChristmas decor-

ationseCollectibles - Miller Beer, Budweiser Clock,

Budweiser sign, McDonald’s Collector plates &

cups, President plates and more coming in daily.

Call 785-460-0050 for a brochure

TNTA

Tom Harrison, Auctioneer ; .
(785) 443-0136 Mobile Auction Conducted By:

Tom Simpson, Auctioneer
(785) 443-0137 Mobile
Bob Jones, Auctioneer Goodland, Colby and Jennings
(785) 443-0138 Mobile

Check our web site for late additions and

LUNCH WILL BE SERVED

CTION

TNT Auction LLC
Jones Auction

and
Homeland Real Estate

details about our upcoming auctions:
www.tntjonesauction.com
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COLBY
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

You Are Invited to attend the Dr. Max Pickerill Lecture Series with

L Edward Ramey

Nationally-Known Public Interest Attorney

Topic:

Current state of American Civil Liberties

P Thursday, February 12 ~ 7:00 p.m.
Northwest Kansas Cultural Arts Center
Colby Community College

*No Admission Charge
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Open a new FREE
Checking Account

Apply for a Sunflower
Bank credit card

For each signed agreement
for automatic deposit or

payment from your account™  easy transfer
Earn $10 Earn $10
Enroll for SunNet™ Apply for a Sunflower Bank debit card
Online Banking
with FREE Online Bill Pay

This is a limited time offer for new households only. Must maintain accounts for six months.
One checking account per household. $100 minimum deposit to open account.
** Limited to 5 ACH debits or credits from your account.

© 2003K Sunflower Bank SUBA-2180
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OUR SCHOOLS

When you Switch during January
or February 2004, you can
designate a participating
school to receive a
matching check!
|

worth your time!

*100

deposited into your account when you present this ad*

Earn $10

When you bring your current bank
checking statement with you for

Colby 785-462-3313
1-888-827-5564
www.sunflowerbank.com

Salina 785-827-5564

Colby 785-462-3313

Dodge City 620-225-0585
Ellinwood 620-564-2010
Great Bend 620-792-2181
Hays 785-625-8888
Junction City 785-238-3177
Lawrence 785-312-7274 o
Manhattan 785-537-0550
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McPherson 620-241-1220
Osborne 785-346-2044
Russell 785-483-6322
Victoria 785-735-2201
Wichita 316-685-5441

Cafion City 719-275-2311
South Fork 719-873-5608
Monte Vista 719-852-5901




