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Monday’s
Salute

Thumbs

Vto ThomasCounty Far m Bur eau — thosefreeloaves of
bread on“ Check- Out Day” drovehomeapowerful message.

VtoChad and Bret Bour quin—formerly of Colby, sounds
likeLipriddle, your band, hasan awful lot of good thingsgo-
ing for it right now. Continued success.

VtoDr. Jan K raybill — thecommunity islooking forward
toyour returnhomefor aweekend of musiconFeb. 21-22. She
isthe daughter of Gerry Anschutz of Colby and thelate Dick
Anschutz. (Details page 4 of the Feb. 5 Colby Free Press.)

Vto Shanda Draper and Brian Coon — Colby Commu-
nity College students named to the All-Kansas Academic
Team. Impressive!

VtoM att Ellicott — coach of thelivestock judging team at
Colby Community College, onthefineshowing of your team
in recent in-state and out-of -state competition.

Vto Julie Oster mann —your Little Cagersgot spirit, too!

Vto our Tourism Committee — the Colby Information
Center isreally looking good!

Vto Edward Ramey — your Thursday Dr. Max Pickerill
L ecture Series presentation at Colby College should draw a
nicesizecrowd. (Topicdetailspagel, Feb. 6 Colby FreePress.)

VtoHigh PlainsK ansasAfter 5Club—your“ Teen’sNight
Out’ program at the Shepherd’s Staff Conference Center in
Rexford on Tuesday (7-8:30 p.m.) should be agood draw.

Thisweekly saluteiscompiled by TomA. Dreiling, publisher.
Questions, comments, submi ssionsto td@nwkansas.com, fax
(785) 462-7749, attn. TD, phone (785) 462-3963.

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.

Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legidlators/jmorriso

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark-

@ink.org
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FIRST HE MADE ME
NERVOUS WITH His

GROWING ANGER o
THE CAMPAIGN
TRAIL ...

i

THEN HE SHoCKep
ME WITH His
ANTICS 1N

TOWA, ...

With Valentine’sDay coming up soon, | can’t
help but be reminded it’s one of the most vile,
despicable“holidays’ on theface of the planet.

It only servesto remind single people of how
much coupled-up people look down upon and
scorn those who are alone. However, | did re-
cently run across some vindication of sorts.

On arecent Friday night, | didn’t have much
of anything to do.

So, whilecookingdinner, | lefttheTV onCNN
for alaugh or two.

“360 with Anderson Cooper” was on. Now,
whileMr. Cooper isanabletalking head, he'sno
Tom Brokaw or Keith Olbermann.

Whichiswhat | think hewastryingto belike.

Anyway, his little show covers avariety of
topics. Some of it was interesting, some of it
wasn't but there was one piece at the end that
caught my attention.

Cooper wasgrillingan author about her book,
and being quite sarcastic whiledoing it.

It wascalled “ Quirkyalone.”

Theauthor, SashaCagan, explainedit’sabout
people who would rather be alone and wait for
the right person to come along instead of just
chain dating or people who just prefer being
alone, period.

Cooper said hedidn’t get it.

Now, beingsinglemyself, | gotit pretty quick.

What's so hard to understand?

Sometimesbeingsingleisn’t great. But some-
timesit’spretty cool.

| have freedom. If | want to pack up and go
home for aweekend if | don’t have anything
goingwithwork, | candoit.

Orroadtrip, eventhoughthat’sharderin Kan-
sasthan Colorado.

And given some of the males |’ ve met in the

Being single isn't s0 bad
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Tisha Cox

® Off The
Beaten Path
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past, | think it's better to be alone than be stuck
with someonel don'treally likejust in order to
say I’ mwith somebody.

I’ dliketothink that there’ ssomeoneout there
for mebut | haven't even come closetofinding
themyet. It'snot for lack of trying.

Being single doesn’t mean being alone, or
more importantly, unfulfilled or incomplete,
although | do tend to be solitary sometimes.

| can be gregarious under the right circum-
stances but do sometimes prefer my lone wolf
status. | have my family, and my friends, who|
stay in contact with when | can. Thanksto the
Internet, that’s easier than ever.

Thenthereareall these Internet dating sites.

Wheat gives?Isit really sohard thesedaysfor
peopleto find amate they haveto resort to the
Internet?

| pretty muchthink at thispoint, if it happens,
it'll happen.

But | can't sit around and worry about it. |
sometimeswonder what it would beliketo have
someoneinmy life, but at the sametime, | con-
sider right now is my time. Time to do what |
want, if | can.

Not everyone gets the chance to fully know
themselves before they ever commit to some-
one.
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NowW HEs JusT
SCARING THE
PANTS oFF ME!

Luckily, I’ ve had that chance. It hasn’t beer
the easiest adjustment to make, but asthey say
anythingworth havingalwayscomeswithalittle
pain.

Oneof my friends, beforel movedto Denve
in 2000, told me that being alone in the city
would be hard.

Well, he was right, but at the same time, |
learned that going out and enjoying yourself by
yourself isn’t abad thing.

Hockey night at Woody's. It wasn’t very of-
ten but sometimes|’ dgointo Goldenfor dinne
andwatchtheAvsplay instead of sittingat home
alone. At least | was in the company of othel
people, evenif | wassitting by myself.

In spite of accepting and learning to embrace
my lone wolf status, | still get alittle jeal ous
twinge when | see seemingly “happy” coupl e
but I remind myself that at that moment, | have
something they don’t — my freedom.

If I want to watch amarathon of “Mail Call”
on the History Channel, | can, or take off on ¢
weekend.

It's not like being single is a bad thing, al-
though some peoplecan’t deal with the stigma

It’sonly astigmato peoplewho don’t under-
stand or who ook down on someone because
they aren’t attached.

| am not defined by my status.

It's not who | am, only a part of the overall
person, astatus| wouldliketo someday change
if possible.

Until then, 1’1l keep doing my own thing anc
enjoyingthesinglelife.

Tisha Cox isageneral assignment reporter;
photographer for the Free Press. Her columr
appearson Mondays. tcox@nwkansas.com.

Different approach to chairing committee

Wheat is the most important issue for you to
stay alive? What might be the second and the
third? You won't live long without your health
or without shelter or food and water. You might
live about 45 days without food, maybe 4 or 5
without water, afew hoursto afew dayswith-
out shelter but maybe only minutes without
health. Healthdriveseverything. Without it you
will not be able to work, build shelter or find
food.

| chair the Health and Human ServicesCom-
mitteeintheL egislature. Ourissuesdefineyour
access to, affordability of and availability to
health and the maintenance of it. My commit-
teeis,inmy view, thesinglemostimportant leg-
islativecommitteeof any other committeeinthe
L egidature. Wedeal withthemostimportant but
not necessarily themost immediate concernsof
your life.

Every legislative committee of which | am
aware gives the chair total control over the
agenda, what isdiscussed, whenissuesaredis-
cussed and when avoteismade. After it getsto
the chamber the discussion can becontrolled to
alarge extent by the committee chairman. The
opposite chamber has an equivalent committee
that reviewslegislationfollowing passageinthe
other chamber. If | wanttoblock anissueit never
getsout of committee. If | really want to press
anissuefor passagel canholdlegislationdesired
fromtheother chamber that they desireuntil they

Rep.
Jim Morrison

®Your Man
In Topeka
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passmy legislation. Thatisoneexplanationfor
closing timesof the session being “lengthy and
hostile.”

Thatisthe*norm” for most Legislativeaction
today in Kansas, other states and in the U.S.
Legislature. The “you pass my legislation or |
will not pass your legislation” mindset iswhy
so much “pork” and deal s not necessarily ben-
eficial tothecommunity asawholeisplacedinto
law.

If thisHealth Committee project and acoun-
terpart to it in the Senate Utilities are success-
ful the entire legislative process will begin a
change to greater openness, easier constituent
interaction and input onissuesand agreat deal
moreoversight onwhat our el ected officialsare
upto. Thepilot project isattracting great inter-
est from media, watchdog organizations and
other legislators throughout the country. Tune
to my Legislative web page at <http://
www.ink.org/public/legislators/jmorriso>http:/

/www.ink.org/public/legislators/jmorrisofor &
link to the committee homepagewhich will al-
lowyoutoreceivelivevideoandaudiofromthe
committee room (526-S).

You also canfollow along on our agendaand
obtain acopy of thetestimony whileitisbeing
presented and listen to the questions we ask of
the conferees aswe ask them.

Also, unlike other committees, | believethat
itishelpful to have other membershave oppor-
tunity to chair the meetings so you will seethe
chairmanship passed to other committee mem-
bers. ThatincludesDemocratsaswel | asrepub-
licans. | havenever known of any other commit-
teechairmantohad over control of acommittee
toanother legislator unlesstheregular chairman
was absent then the vice-chair would normally
takeover thecommittee. | just happentobelieve
that sometimesit is better for issuesto be man-
aged by others that have greater interest or
knowledge of the subject being heard.

So, you will not always see me chairing my
owncommittee. National interestinthisproject
islikely toincrease.

*kkk*k

For moreinformationor toaskmyhelponany
state issue please contact me at
<mailto:jmorriso@ink.org>jmorriso@ink.org
or (785) 296-7676 or mail to State Capitol
Building, 300 SW10th &., Room171-W, Topeka,
Kan.. 66612.
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Doonesbury
® Gary Trudeau
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