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‘Art’ thou cool

Program good
draw at Colby
High School

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Huddled back at theend of aquiet
hallway isColby High School’sart
studio. Insidetheroomisanything
but quiet.

Hanging onthewallsand cover-
ing almost every available surface
is afinished work or a project in
progress.

Teacher DonnaRobertswouldn't
have it any other way. Sheisthe
school’ssoleartinstructor, teaching
everything from basic drawing
skillsto crafts and scul pture to the
approximately 130 students en-
rolled inthe program.

Robertssaid studentsstart outin
Art 1, whichisthebeginning class.
“We cover basic skills,” she said,
which includes two- and three-di-
mensional shading, pencil drawing,
balance and more.

Artll buildsontheskillslearned
inArt| and Robertssaid shetriesto
introduce students to a medium
other than the onethey prefer.

“1 try to give them alot of vari-
ety,” shesaid, adding shethinksthe
mostimportant |esson studentstake
away fromtheir timeinartisindi-
vidual expression.

For example, thatincludesgiving
thestudentsaproblemtosolveor a
project in acrylic, watercolor or
sculpture.

Shewill givethemaproject or set
parameters, likegivingtheman as-
signment likeafiveby sevenacrylic
painting.

The students can interpret it any
way they want, aslong asit’'s a
painting in the size she specified.

Besides the regular art classes,
Robertsal soteachesseparateclass-
es on clay, crafts, drawing and
sculpture, which don’t require a
prerequisite.

heclasseslast asemester and are
usually taught whenthere' senough
enrollment. Shesaid sheonly hasa
clay and crafts classright now but
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Tonight...Partly cloudy.
Colder. Lowsaround+2. North-
west winds10to 20 mph., shov-
ingthewind childtominusnum-
bers. Thursday...Partly cloudy.
Much colder. Highs in the mid
20s. Northwest winds 5 to 10
mph. Thursday night...Mostly
clear. Lows around 12. West
winds 5 to 10 mph.
Friday...Mostly sunny. Warmer.
Highs in the upper 40s. North-
west windsaround 10 mph. Sat-
urday and Sunday...Partly
cloudy. Highsin the 40s. Lows
inthe20s. Chancefor snow Sun-
day evening.

Thenumbers

Tuesday’shigh, 48

Low thismorning, 17

Records for Feb. 11, 76 in
1957 and -24in 1899

Year ago today, 49 and 20

February precipitation, 0.13
inches

February snowfall, 6 inches

Precipitation past 24 hours,
0.00

Thesources:

The forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service, and
other numbers are from the
Northwest Research-Extension
Center, Colby. A recorded fore-
cast updated throughout theday
isavailableby calling (785) 899-
7119.

| try to give
them alot of variety .
.. That’'s what I like
about teaching.
There’s always
something new and
different.”
Donna Roberts
art teacher at Colby High

the students keep busy.

Thestudentsaren’ttheonly ones
getting avariety.

Roberts said getting to facilitate
creativity for her studentsand hel p-
ing them learn is what she enjoys
most.

“That'swhat | like about teach-
ing,” she said. “There's always
something new and different.”

Most students start out as fresh-
men and most stick withthe subject
during all four years. Roberts said
some students have three different
classeswith her aweek sothey can
concentrate on their work.

The hard work usually culmi-
natesinthechancetohavetheir art-
work displayed somewhereor sub-
mitted for acontest, such asashow
in St. Francisfor schoolsin north-
west Kansas or a contest at Fort
Hays State University.

Raobertshastaught art since 1985,
switching fromthe gradeschool to
the highschool in2000. Shesaidart
was something she always wanted
to pursue and went back to school
at age 29 to get her degree so she
could teach.

Thecombinationof childrenand
art was what helped her make her
decision.

“I'veenjoyedit,” shesaid.

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

A $1,992 donation, thanks to
money seized by local law en-
forcement, isbenefitingtheHead
Start program at Colby Grade
School. Themoney wasusedto-
ward purchase of four new com-
puters.

NonnieTrail, whoworksat the
county treasurer’s office, was
instrumental in helping get the
money for the computers. She
saidshewrotealetterinNovem-
ber and another in January,
which was when Head Start re-

ceived thefunds.

Shesaidtheprocessstarted when
she asked if the program needed
anything. Head Start teacher Julie
Brown said the biggest need she
could think of was computers.

“We just had one,” Brown said,
adding it was difficult to get all of
thestudentscomputer time. Brown
has 36 students, 18 in the morning
and 18 inthe afternoon.

With the four new Hewlett
Packard computers, she can get
eight students on at the sametime.

“It's been really nice,” she said.
“We can utilizeit better asalearn-
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Kellee Snyder, a student in Julie Brown’s HeadStart class at purchased with money seized by local law enforcement. The
Colby Grade School, used one of four new computers Monday computers will be used for learning games and more.

Seized drug money helps HeadStart

ing tool.”

They received $996 from the
Thomas County Sheriff’s Office
and the same amount from the
county attorney’soffice.

Trail explained money and prop-
erty seized by county law enforce-
ment can be used asthe office sees
fit and money gets divided up be-
tween the agency who seized the
money or property and the attor-
ney’soffice.

The agency gets 85 percent and
the attorney receives 15 percent.
They can use the money for train-
ing or suppliesor however they see

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

fit, including educational pur-
poses. “We are so pleased that
they found the Thomas County
Head Start a worthwhile cause
for some of the seized funds,”
Trail said. “We believe that so
many childrenwill benefit from
the purchase of these four com-
puters.”

Both Brown and Trail wanted
toexpresstheir gratitudeto Sher-
iff Tom Jonesand County Attor-
neyAllanTaylor for seeingfitto
donatethemoney totheprogram
and also the law enforcement
officersin the county.

County commissioners approve bid for road work

Concrete crusher
also given nod
as part of project

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press
Bids for asphalt on Thomas
County roadswere opened and ap-
proved by county commissioners
on Monday.
Bids came from High Plains

Sand, Heft Company and Venture
Corp., and commissioners ap-
provedthelow bid of $13,510from
High Plains Sand.
That's $4.90 a ton, said Tracey
Perkins, county clerk.
Commissioner Glen Kersen-
brock was happy with the bids.
Hesaidtheasphalt will bemixed
with sand and used for topping
county roads.
Thecommissionersalsosigneda

contract with Penco Engineeringto
inspect 33 county bridgesfor $47 a
bridge.

They also gave approval for the
road department to rent aconcrete
crusher toget rid of stockpiled con-
crete.

It will be used for road resurfac-
ing on the county’sgravel roads.

In other business, the commis-
sionersheard fromRonHutflesand
hisdaughter who cameintodiscuss

anissue.

Hutfles said his daughter had a
wreck onacounty road and blamed
road conditionsfor the cause of the
accident.

Kersenbrock said they told Hut-
fles to see what he could come up
with but the commissioners de-
clined any further comment.

He also said the commissioners
talked about the911 bill that passed
in the Kansas House thisweek.

Kersenbrock said the commis-
sionersareinterestedinhow thehill
fares.

Thebill will requirea50-cent tax
per month on cell phone serviceto
help pay for technology to allow
911 dispatchersto pinpoint the | o-
cationof cell phoneuserswhomake
emergency calls.

“Weareinsupport of that because
itisn’t fair for the hardlinesto take
careof that,” hesaid.
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Singers plan benefit performance

A specia performanceby theK-State Singersisscheduled
at 2p.m., Sunday, inthe Oakley High School auditoriumfor
Christin Molstad, who is battling breast cancer.

A free-will donation will be taken at the door in lieu of
admission. Proceedsfromtheconcert will help defray medi-
cal and travel expensesto Houston for primary treatment.

She has continued to teach English, debate and forensics
at Oakley High School duringthistime, said Deb Kohn, one
of the coordinators of the event. Christin and her husband,
DavidMolstad, havethreedaughters: Elyse, 19, and asopho-
moreat Colby Community College; Adrienne, 16, and ajun-
ior at Oakley High School; and Paige, 6, akindergarten stu-
dent at Oakley. Entertaining audiences since 1954, the K-
State Singersareone of the oldest show choirsinthenation.
Each year the Singers perform somewhere between 30 and
40 shows acrossthe state of Kansas.

For information about this performance, call Deb Kohn
at (785) 672-4659 or Michelle Lunsway at (785) 672-4137.

Benefitsupperforpreschool planned

KappaUpsion, alocal sorority, issponsoring asoup sup-
per onFriday, Feb. 20from5to 7:30 p.m., at the Colby Com-
munity Building when Colby takeson Atwood inbasketball
action.

Themenuwill includechili, chickennoodle, and vegetable
soups, along with cinnamon rolls, cookies and drinks. The
cost is free-will donation with proceeds going to benefit
PuddleDuck Pre-School.

County landfill closed Monday

The Thomas County landfill will be closed Monday in
observance of President’s Day. Regular hours will resume
onTuesday from9a.m.to5p.m., said Larry Jumpers, land-
fill supervisor.

Library hosts book sale

Pioneer Memorial Library will host its annual Book
Lover's Sale from 9 am. to 3 p.m. Saturday in the library
basement, 375W. Fourth. Pricesrangefromalow of 10 cents
to amaximum of $5. For information, call 462-4470.

Youth group hosts pastadinner
Colby United Methodist Church middle school youth

group is sponsoring a pastadinner from 11 am. to 1 p.m.,

Sunday. The cost of the dinner isafreewill offering.

Fund raising event Saturday

A fundraising event for theColby Booster Clubisplanned
from8am.to4p.m., Saturday, Feb. 14 at the Kansas Quick
Lubein Colby.

In addition to supporting the Booster Club by participat-
ingintheLube-A-Thon, therewill beother highlightsinclud-
ing free refreshments, prizes, and more.

Kindergarten enrollmentannounced
Kindergarten pre-enrollment for the 2004-2005 school

year will beheld at Colby Grade School on\Wednesday, Feb.
25from7:30a.m.-3p.m.intheconferenceroom. Pleasebring
your child’sbirth certificate, immunization records and so-
cial security number. Call the grade school office at (785)
460-1500if you have any questions.

Lecture series begins Thursday

Nationally-known publicinterest attorney Edward Ramey
will bethefirst guest speaker of 2004 for theDr. Max Pickerill
Lecture Series at Frahm Theatre on the Colby Community
College campusbeginning at 7 p.m., Thursday.

Thereisno admission charge. TheDr. Max Pickerill Lec-
ture Seriesisfunded annually by privatedonations, said Tom
Moorhous, organizer of the event.

Rotary soup supper Tuesday

Theannual Colby Rotary soup supper will befrom5to 7:30
p.m., Tuesday, during the Colby High School basketball
game against Goodland at the Colby Community Building.
All proceedsfrom thisevent go to benefit variousorgani za-
tions. Ticketswill be available at the door or from any Ro-
tary Club member.

Workforce Center has new hours

The Colby Workforce Center (formerly the Job Service
Center) isnow operating under new hours: 8a.m. to5p.m.,
Monday through Friday. The center is located at 485 N.
Chick.
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