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Something he’s wanted to do for a long time

Clinics new administrator settles In

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Colby Medical and Surgical Center has
anew administrator.

Dave Voss, who was
co-owner of VossHard-
ware for many yearsin
Colby and more re-
cently wasemployed as
aninsurance agent with
Farm Bureau, said he
accepted the
administrator’sposition
at thefirst of theyear.

“l am excited to be
here,” hesaid, “andthisissomething | have
wanted to do for along time.”

In his new position, VVoss oversees day-
to-day operations, which includes public
relations, financial, personnel and insur-

Dave Voss

Contractsapproved

ance matters.

Asthe clinic’s new administrator, Voss
will belooking at waystoenhanceservices
for patients.

“We are blessed to have department
headsand employeeswhodoanincredible
job,” hesaid.

Vosssaid heisalso proud towork for an
organization that truly believesin doing
what isbest for the patient.

Inthisbusiness, costsareaconsideration
when making decisions about patient ser-
vices, hesaid, but it'snot the only factor.

Whatever services are available now or
in the future at Colby Medical and Surgi-
cal Center, Vosssaid, they areaddedfor the
benefit of the patient.

“We have a medical practice uniquein
northwest Kansas,” he said.

Within the clinic there are many differ-

ent departments and professionalsto help
patients with anything from insurance
guestions, medical recordsand accounting
to X-rays, sonograms and cardio-pulmo-
nary.

Astheadministrator, part of Voss' jobis
tomakesuretheclinic providescost effec-
tive services so that patientsdon’t haveto
beinconvenienced or pay exorbitant medi-
cal costs by traveling to larger metropoli-
tanareas. For example, Vosssaid that dur-
ing the past several months, the clinic has
expanded its ancillary services, extended
hours to accommodate urgent care, and
added consulting physicians.

Voss reiterated the reason for these ad-
ditionsasbeingwhat isbest for thepatient.

“l know itissaid alot, but it's true that
Drs. LaDonna Regier, Ray Ketting and
Victor Hildyard all want what is best for

their patients,” he said.

Oftentimes, doctors cannot look at
money as the driving factor when dealing
with people, he said, and that philosophy
certainly holdstrueat theclinic.

Voss said that’swhy he is so enthusias-
tic about hisjob as the administrator, and
said his relationship with the clinic dates
back many years.

“My mother, Betty, wasthenursefor Dr.
Hildyard'sfather until hisretirementinthe
early 1970sand then continued towork as
Hildyard’'snurse until 1986.”

Graduating fromFort Hays State Univer-
sity withaMaster’sdegreeinpolitical sci-
enceand public administration, Vosswent
ontowork for a federally-funded organi-
zationknownas" HealthPlanning A ssocia-
tion of Western Kansas.”

Themainfunction of theassociation, he

said, wasto review certificates of need by
clinicsand other medical facilitieswanting
toexpand or add ancillary services, nuclear
medicine or other types of needs.

Reasons for the association’s existence
years ago was in making sure there
wouldn’t be excessive duplication of ser-
vicesinthemedical community andalsoas
ameansfor thefederal governmentin con-
trolling costs. Colby Medical and Surgical
Center has 46 employees, Voss said, and
provides medical services throughout
northwest Kansas and part of Nebraska.

“Theclinichasexpanded over theyears,”
Voss said, “and is continuing to grow in
providing the best careto its patients.”

For questionsabout theclinicor sugges-
tions for better serving the area, Voss en-
courages them to call him at (785) 462-
3332.

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

The Colby school board got an
update on projectsduring itsMon-
day meeting.

High school principal Brian
Kraussaid second semester teacher
evaluationsareunder way and pre-
enrollment for the 2004-2005
school year started Monday.

He said students can enroll on-
line at school using Power School
but everyone's still getting used to
the format and how to useit.

“1 hope we can get alittle more
engaged,” Kraussaid.

Board president Stan Molstad
asked if students can enroll from
home. Kraus said that option isn’t
available yet but by thistime next
year, they should be ableto log on
from home and sign up for their
classes.

Middle school principal Robb
Ross reported the students at the
school worked on a project called
“If | were mayor.”

He also said vocabulary is be-
comingaconcern, especially insci-
enceand math classes. Curriculum

S
I

L o

Windy, snow
Colby, Oakley, Hoxiearea
Tonight...Cloudy with snow

likely. Areas of blowing snow.
Windy. Snow accumulation up
to 2 inches. Lows in the upper
20s. North winds 25 to 30 mph.
Chance of snow 60 percent.
Friday...Mostly cloudy in the
morning then becoming partly
cloudy. Breezy. Highsin the
lower 40s. Northwinds15t025
mph with gusts to around 40
mph. Friday night...Mostly
clear. Cooler. Lows around 18.
Northwest winds 10 to 20 mph.
Saturday...Partly cloudy. Highs
in the upper 40s. West winds
around 10 mph shifting to the
southwest 10 to 15 mph in the
afternoon. Satur day night and
Sunday...Mostly cloudy. Highs
in the upper 40s. Lows in the
lower 20s.

Thenumbers

Wednesday’shigh, 75

Low thismorning, 34

Records for Feb. 19, 77 in
1930and-1in 1894

Year ago today, 55 and 20

February 2004 precipitation,
0.27 inches

February 2004 snowfall, 6
inches

Precipitation past 24 hours,
0.00

Thesources:

The forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service, and
other numbers are from the
Northwest Research-Extension
Center, Colby. A recorded fore-
cast updated throughout the day
isavailableby calling (785) 899-
7119. Current temperatures are
availableby calling460-TEMP.

director Diana Wieland said stu-

S-u-c-c-e-s-sis the way to spell success

dents are needing some help with
communicating back the ideas
they’ velearned.

Theboard also approved admin-
istrative contracts for one year for
Kraus, Ross, gradeschool principal
Terrel Harrison and athletic direc-
tor Jeff Quenzer. Board members
Tracy Rogers, Dewey Augustine
and Joel Powell voted against the
motion. Themeetingalsoincluded
acurriculum presentationonincor-
porating conference ideas into
classroomactivitiesinthelanguage
arts classes at the high school.
Teacher Linda Jones talked about
how they implement the concepts
learned at alanguage arts confer-
enceintheir everyday lesson plans.

She wanted to show why the
teachersenjoy going and sharewith
theboard why it'saval uable expe-
rience. Jones said the teachers ex-
changeideaswithinstructorsfrom
other schoolsandall gotodifferent
informational sessions to get the
most out of the experience.

The board also went into execu-
tive session to discuss personnel .

Man hurt

In1-70
accident

Kindergarten through fifth grade girls at Colby Grade School

day. The girls were taught cheers and some of the moves the
learned what it’s like to be a cheerleader during a clinic put on cheerleaders do at middle school and high school games. More

by the Colby High School cheerleaders after school Wednes- than 30 youngsters participated in the clinic.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

A Californiamanwasinjuredin
aone-vehiclewreck Monday west
of Oakley onlnterstate-70whenhis
motor home went off the road.

College officials beat drum for extra dollars

TheKansasHighway Patrol said
Patrick Anthony Burke, 60, of New-
port Beach, Calif., waswestbound
on 1-70 when his 1999 Ford motor
home crossed the median and en-
tered the eastbound lanes.

Thevehicle, accordingtothere-
port, then recrossed the median,
both westbound lanes and entered
the north ditch. It then crossed the
ditch and went through the Kansas
Department of Transportation
fence bordering theinterstate.

The report said the motor home
then came to rest in a wheat field
about 200 yards from the fence.

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Colby Community Collegetook
itsfirst stepintryingtosecuremore
federal money for programs.

The board of trustees heard an
updateonarecent trip school presi-
dent Dr. Mikel Ary and board mem-
bersCurt Stephensand DonKready
took to Washington, D.C.

ThethreewerethereFeb. 9-11for
theAmerican Association of Com-
munity Collegeslegidativeconfer-
ence, but they also made apitch to
Rep. Jerry Moran for ablock grant
for health care education.

Ary said Colby College along
with Pratt and Hutchinson Commu-
nity Colleges have put in arequest
forfederal fundingtohelpalleviate
ashortage of nursesin thewestern
half of the state.

Colby has asked for $210,000;
Pratt $290,000 and Hutchinson
$326,000.

Ary saidif Colby getsthemoney,
it will be used to help implement a
nursing programfor non-traditional
students with classes after 5 p.m.
and on Saturdays.

Hutchinson and Pratt would like
tousetheir portion of themoney for

on-line coursesand equipment. He
said all three schools want to use
somefor staffing and schol arships.

Ary said they won't know until
November if they will receive the
money.

“I thoughtitwasafavorabledis-
cussion,” hesaid.

In other business, Ken Johnson,
deanof financial affairsthecollege,
gave areport on the school’syear-
to-date expenses.

Boardpresident KentonKrehbiel
wanted to know how the end of
2003 stacked up against previous
years.

“Is this better or worse?” he
asked.

Johnson said the figures for this
year are up compared to 2001 and
2002.

Krehbiel said hewashappy with
how it stacked up against the previ-
ous two years, considering how
tight education budgetshave been.

“| feel more comfortable about
it,” he said. “We' re moving in the
right direction.”

Theboard alsowentintofour 15-
minute executive sessions to dis-
cuss school president Mikel Ary’s
evaluation.

B 1| e |y o ——

Commodity distribution planned

Commodity distributionwill befrom4-5:30 p.m. Monday,
March 1 at the RSV P office in the Senior Progress Center,
165 Fike Park in Colby. Eligible people may receive com-
maoditiesaccording toincomeguidelines. Distributionison
afirst-come, first-served basis and my not begin until the
advertised time. Participants are asked to not arrive at the
distribution site more than 30 minutes prior to the distribu-
tion. Eligible peoplewho are not ableto attend the distribu-
tion may send asigned permission notewith another person
to pick up their commodities. Questions, call 462-6744.

‘Feed’ to fund local group

The Colby Knightsof Columbuswill sponsor a“ Pancake
& SausageFeed” on Saturday from7am.-2p.m.inthebase-
ment of Sacred Heart Church. Proceedswill benefit theneeds
and causes of the Thomas County Amusement Association.

Beef Weigh-In Saturday
Beef Weigh-In for 4-H members enrolled in the market

steer and yearling bucket calf project will be held on Satur-
day from 9 am. until noon at the Thomas County Fair-
grounds, said D’ Ette Scholtz, extension agent. In the event
of inclement weather, listen for postponement details from
KXXX/KQLS, shesaid.

Senior/Parent Recognition Night

Senior/Parent Recognition Night for all parentsof seniors
who participated in boys and girls basketball and pep band
will be held Friday. For details, call 460-5300.

Music workshops planned

Dr. Jan Krayhill, formerly of Colby, will offer two work-
shopson Saturday for age groups 2nd to 8th gradefrom 9to
11a.m. Inthat workshop, childrenwill learn Christian songs
and techniques for making music together with voices and
variousinstruments. Thesecondworkshopisfor singersages
9th through adult and features choral techniques, global
musi c andlearning music and descantsfor theeveninghymn
festival. The hymn festival will be held at the Colby United
Methodist Church at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday and an organ

recital will beat 3p.m., Sunday, at Colby First Presbyterian.

Voter registration open

\oter registration booksarenow openfor anyonewho has
changed their name, address or who will turn 18 before the
next statewidegeneral el ection. Youmay stopinat the County
Clerk’sofficetopick uparegistration cardor call (785) 462-
4500 with questions.

Benefitsupperfor preschool planned

KappaUpsilon, alocal sorority, i SSponsoring asoup sup-
per on Friday, Feb. 20from5to 7:30 p.m., at the Colby Com-
munity Building when Colby takeson Atwood inbasketball
action. Thecostisfree-will donationwith proceedsgoingtc
benefit PuddleDuck Pre-School.

Postmaster installation Friday
Aninstallationceremony will beheldat 2p.m., Friday, for
Kenton Krehbiel, the newly appointed postmaster for the
Colby facility. Everyoneisinvited to attend the event with
refreshments and cookies availabl e after the ceremony.
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