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Keeping our military presence

Tothe Colby FreePress:

Inmy Stateof the Stateaddressinmid-January, | tal ked about
the importance of continuing to have a military presence in
Kansas and the need for a committee to work to prevent the
closure or downsizing of Kansas' military bases. This past
week | announced the membership and duties of the
Governor’s Strategic Military Planning Commission.

Our military bases contribute over $2 billion ayear to the
Kansas economy and result in tens of thousands of jobsin
Kansas. Our military presence— dating back morethan 170
years— ispart of the heritage of thisgreat state.

This commission will be responsible for coordinating the
effortsto prevent the closure or downsizing of Kansas' mili-
tary facilities, maximizing our input into the BRA C process,
working to protect the interests of the communities adjacent
to the bases, encouraging the relocation of military missions
to Kansas and mitigating the effects of any reductionin mili-
tary civilian personnel.

Thecommissionisashared, collaborativeeffort betweenthe
administration, key legislators, theKansasCongressional del -
egationandkey businessand military leadersrepresentingthe
Kansas base communities of Leavenworth, Junction City,
Wichitaand Topeka. Lt. Governor and Secretary of Commerce
JohnMoorewill serveaschair and John Armbrust of Manhat-
tan will serve as executive director of the effort. Armbrust
currently servesasvice president of the Manhattan Chamber
of Commerce and retired fromtheAir Forceasafull colonel
in1993.

TheGovernor’sCommissionwill includemilitary and com-
munity leaders both on afederal and state level. It includes
Adjutant General (appointed) Col. Tod Bunting, andthe K an-
sas Congressional del egation. Also serving onthecommittee
isSpeaker of theHouseDoug M ays, Representative JimWard,
Senator Mark Gilstrap and Senator LanaOleen.

Kansas military installationsmust beprotected and, if pos-
sible, expanded. | will work withthis commissiontobuildupon
the heritage of thisgreat state and keep our military presence.

K athleen Sebelius
Governor
(Letter #12)

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Raoberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark-

@ink.org
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THIS REAUITY SHoW HAS BEEN OUTSOURCED
To THAWLAND FoR A FRACTION oF THE COST...

YOU’RE FIRED!

‘Friends’ are very important

THE key word is“Friends.” Friendswe
socializewith, friendswetravel with, friendswe
neighbor with, friendswe help intimes of need,
etc. Noonecanlivewithout “friends.” Evenor-
ganizations.

Withthat said, | will devotealittlebit of time
this evening sharing with you information | re-
ceivedinthemail — and I’ m sure others of you
have also received it — dealing with an organi-
zationcalled, “ TheFriendsof Pioneer Memorial
Library.” Thisisagroup of individua swho sup-
port their public library in anumber of tangible
ways. In the past year, contributions from their
membership andfundraising effortssaw library
services enhanced.

“TheFriends’ provided the backing so theli-
brary might offer programs for adults and chil-
dren alike— programsto encouragereading, to
stimulate intellectual curiosity and to spotlight
library collections. Thanksto“ TheFriends,” the
library has more new books, videos, computer
equipment and furniture. Most of this generos-
ity ismade possibleby what hasbecomeamajor
community effort, the* FriendsAnnual Artsand
CraftsAuction,” whichisset for thefirst Satur-
dayinMarch —March6at 10 a.m. Silent Auc-
tion on selected itemsbeginsMonday, March 1.

Thisorganizationiscelebrating morethan 20
yearsof library support. Youwouldfitin nicely
asa“Friend.” If youdidn't receiveamailingand
areeven remotely interested, please contact the
library at (785) 462-4470.

A statement contained in the mailing caught
my eye. It reads: “ For acommunity to beagood
placetolive, it hastohaveagoodlibrary. Other-
wisethere’ sagap nothingelsecanfill.” Givethat
some thought — seriousthought.

The mailing continues: “As a Friend of the
Library you are part of an energetic, committed
group of library supporters who believe an ex-
cellentlibrary makesabigdifferenceinthecom-
munity. From our founding in 1978, the Friends
have put enormous effort into making Pioneer
Memorial Library the finestlibrary in northwest
Kansas. Not just because we love libraries (we

Afaithful reader of thiscolumnwrites: “ Re-

| Tom Dreiling

1e My
Turn

do), but becausetoday’ sinformation, education,
business, and public policy challenges call for
community resourcesthat areavailablethrough
afine public library. Everybody needs friends
— evenlibraries! Join ustoday and beaFriend
of Pioneer Memorial Library.”

So, friends, thereyou haveit. Youmight call
your membership an ongoing investment. I'll
wrapthisupwithaquestion, “What’snottolike
about your library?’

| WAS all pumped up about the pending
snowfall, widely predicted by the experts, but
resulted in ... nothing! | guess| should feel
somewhat optimistic about the whole thing by
simply looking at the calendar and seeing
March just days away. And March, over the
years— yes, there have been exceptions— is
usually a pretty good moisture month. Let's
hope that holdstrue. We need it.

JOAN Albersof our town droppedthefollow-
ing in my e-mail box to share. It’ll bring a
chuckle, maybe even an outright laugh. It's
caled...

Ramblingsof a Retired Mind

VI wasthinking about how astatus symbol of
today is those cell phones that everyone has
clippedon. | can’'taffordonesol’ mwearing my
garage door opener.

VYou know, | spent afortune on deodorant
beforel realized that peopledidn’tlikemeany-
way.
VI was thinking that women should put pic-
tures of missing husbands on beer cans!

Get ready...you could

cently, | wasdiagnosedwithA.A.A.D.D.—Age
Activated Attention Deficit Disorder.” She as-
sures us that we all will eventually experience
theproblem. Shewalksusthroughatypical day.

Thisishow it manifests:

| decidetowash my car. As| start toward the
garage, | noticethat thereismail onthehall table.
| decidetogothroughthemail beforel washthe
car.

| lay my car keys down on the table, put the
junk mail in the trash can under the table, and
noticethat thetrash canis full.

So, | decideto put the billsback on the table
andtakeoutthetrashfirst. Butthen| think, since
I”mgoingtobenear themailbox when | takeout
thetrashanyway, | may aswell pay thebillsfirst.

| takemy checkbook off thetabl e, and seethat
thereisonly onecheck left. My extrachecksare
inmy desk inthestudy, sol gotomy desk where
| find the can of Cokethat | had been drinking.

I’m going to look for my checks, but first |
need to pushthe Cokeaside sothat | don’t acci-
dentally knock it over.

| seethat the Cokeisgetting warm, and | de-
cidel should put it in therefrigerator to keep it
cold.

T

® At
Week’s
End

Asl head toward thekitchen with the Cokea
vase of flowers on the counter catches my eye
— they need to be watered.

| set the Cokedown onthecounter, and | dis-
cover my reading glassesthat |’ ve been search-
ing for all morning.

| decide | better put them back on my desk,
but first I’ m going to water the flowers.

| settheglassesback down onthecounter, fill
acontainer with water and suddenly | spot the
TV remote. Someoneleftitonthekitchentable.

| realizethat tonight whenwegotowatch TV,
| will belooking for theremote, but | won't re-
member thatit’sonthekitchentable, sol decide
toputit back inthedenwhereit belongs, but first
I’ [l water the flowers.

| splash some water on the flowers, but most
of it spillsonthefloor. So, | set theremoteback

VI was thinking about old age, and decidec
that'swhenyoustill have something onthebal
but you arejust too tired to bounceit.

VI thought about making afitness moviefol
folksmy age and calling it “ Pumping Rust.”

VI have gotten that dreaded furniture diseast
... that’s when your chest is falling into youl
drawers!

VI know when people see a cat’s litter box
they alwayssay, “ Oh, haveyou got acat?’ Jus
once | wanted to say, “No, it'sfor company!”

vEmployment applicationblanksalwaysask
who isto be notified in case of an emergency
Duh?! Just write, “ A good doctor!”

VWhy dothey put picturesof criminalsupir
the post office? What arewe supposedto do ...
writetothesemen?Why don’t they just put theil
pictures on the postage stamps so the mailmer
could look for them while they make theil
rounds?

VI was thinking about how people seem tc
readtheBibleawholelot moreasthey get ol de!
thenitdawnedonme...they werecrammingfol
their finals. As for me, I’m just hoping Goc
gradesonthecurve.

SOM EONE called thismorning asking abou
the Democratic Party’s caucus to be held ir
Colby and throughout the state in March. For
those who have already forgotten the informa
tion we passed along on Feb. 12, here are the
particulars: the caucuseswill be held statewide
onMarch13.Inour case, thecaucuswill behelc
at the City LimitsConvention Center for the 1€
countiesin the 40th Senatorial District. Regis
tration at noon and the caucus startsat 2 p.m.

HAVE agood evening and agood weekend
Ash Wednesday, ushering in the observance of
Lent, begins next Wednesday.

Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press. Hic
column appears Wednesdays and Fridays
td@nwkansas.com, fax (785) 462-7749 or cal
(785) 462-3963.

be next

downonthetable, get sometowel sand wipeup
the spill.

Then | head down the hall trying to remem-
ber what | was planning to do.

Attheend of theday, thecarisn’t washed, the
bills aren't paid, there is awarm can of Coke
sitting onthecounter, theflowersaren’t watered,
thereisstill only onecheck inmy checkbook, |
can'tfindtheremote, | can’t find my glasses, anc
| don’t remember what | did with the car keys.

Thenwhenl try tofigureout why nothing got
donetoday, I'mreally baffled because| know |
wasbusy all day long, and I'mreally tired.

| realizethisisaseriousproblem, and I’ll try
toget somehelpforit, but first1’ll check my e-
mail.

Do me afavor, will you? Forward this mes-
sageto everyoneyou know, because | don't re-
member to whom it has been sent.

Don't laugh—if thisisn’t you yet, your day
iscoming!

Growing older ismandatory..

Growing upisoptional.

Laughing at yourself istherapeutic.

If you have something for “ At Week's End,”
pleasee-mail td@nwkansas.com, fax (785) 462-
7749 or call (785) 462-3963.

YOU WANTED

Doonesbury
® Gary Trudeau

I KNOW HALLIBURTONS
HURTING U3, BUT AHAT
HAPPENED 70 OUR TAKE
THIG WEEK 7 NONE OF
OURFED-
AEARE

THATS BECAUSE
EVERYONE'S HOME
GETTING READY,

THE COMING
CIVIL WAR .




