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Sue Taylor, director of the Prairie Museum of Art and History in Colby, took a look at some of the
items on display in one of the museum’s two galleries as part of the on-going Kuska Collection
exhibit that opened in November. Taylor said, February is “Membership Month” at the museum.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

20s and 40s

Colby, Oakley, Hoxiearea

Tonight...Mostly clear.
Cooler. Lowsin the lower 20s.
West winds 5 to 10 mph.
Saturday...Partly cloudy. Highs
intheupper 40sto near 50. South
winds5to 15 mphincreasingto
15 to 20 mph in the afternoon.
Gusts up to 35 mph. Saturday
night...Mostly cloudy in the
evening then becoming partly
cloudy. Slight chancefor show-
ers. Lows in the upper 20s.
South winds 10 to 20 mph with
gusts to around 35 mph.
Sunday...Partly cloudy. Highs
around 50. Southwinds10t0 20
mph. Sunday night...Partly
cloudy in the evening then be-
coming mostly cloudy. Lowsin
thelower 30s. M onday...Partly
cloudy. Highsin the upper 40s.

Thenumbers

Thursday’s high, 60

L ow thismorning, 29

Records for Feb. 20, 75in
1930and-1in1918

Year ago today, 57 and 22

February 2004 precipitation,
0.27 inches

February 2004 snowfall, 6
inches

Precipitation past 24 hours,
trace

Thesources:

The forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service, and
other numbers are from the
Northwest Research-Extension
Center, Colby. A recorded fore-
cast updated throughout the day
isavailableby calling (785) 899-
7119. Current temperatures are
availableby calling460-TEMP.

New athletic leagut is the |

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

That strange thing peeking over
thehorizonmight beanew athletic
league.

Just ask Jeff Quenzer, Colby ac-
tivitiesdirector.

Theideaof anew leaguehasbeen
on the drawing board for a couple
of years, hesaid.

“We' ve been talking about it the
last two years...We're still in the
planning stagesright now,” hesaid.

He said the most likely scenario
wouldbeColby and Goodland pull-
ing out of the Northwest Kansas
L eague and reforming their own
with six other schools. That would
requirethe consensus of the north-
west leagueschool s. TheNorthwest
KansasL eaguemembersareColby,
Goodland, Hoxie, Atwood, Oakley,
Oberlin, Quinter and St. Francis.

The new |eague would be made
up of 3A and4A schools, including

Ulysses, TMPin Hays, Holcomb,
Scott City, Lakin and Hugoton.

Quenzer said it would increase
travel slightly but Colby already
plays some of the schools the new
|eague might contain.

Theprojected datetoimplement
theleagueisthe 2006-2007 school
year.

Quenzer said theonly way to get
theideaareality isto get al of the
school boardsfor theother commu-
nitiesto approvetheplan. That, he
said, will taketime.

“It won’t happen overnight,”
Quenzer said. “It will take several
yearstogetitinplace.”

Hesaid the heart of the matter is
what's best for the studentsin
Colby. It would give students the
chanceto compete against schools
of similar size with many of the
same athletic and non-athletic
eventswould

Quenzer said Colby and

al-Mart sparks
controversy during
city council session

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

One Colby councilman said he
wants to see Wal-Mart come to
town, but during Tuesday’ smeeting
at city hall, he doesn’t believe it
should cost the taxpayersin street
improvements.

Councilman Jim Tubbs said it
bothers him that Wal-Mart cannot
pay the entire cost for street im-
provementsonWillow, whichisthe
street running in front of the new
store on the proposed site plan.

After alengthy discussion, the
council voted 4-3 in favor of pay-
ing 52 percent of the cost for Wil-
low St. improvements with Wal-
Mart picking up the other 48 per-
cent.

Thoseinfavor of paying forim-
provementswere Council members
KenBieber, Bev Eicher, JmBrown
and John Bremenkamp. Those op-
posing any kind of payment for the
Willow Street improvementswere
Tubbs, and council members Eu-
geneWieland and Mark Beringer.

Tommy Martin, employed with
Spear and M cCaleb based in Okl a-
homaCity, whichistheengineering
firm on the proposed Wal-Mart
project, wasat themeeting and lis-
tened while council members de-
batedthestreetimprovementissue.

Mayor WarrenHixsontold Tubbs
that as with all street projects, it
coststhetaxpayer. Hixson also ex-
plained that in most situations, a
businessrequesting streetimprove-
ments doesn’t pay any of the cost.

“ljustthinkitisridiculousto pay
(even 52 percent) whensomeoneis
making $8 billion ayear,” Tubbs

Goodland haveagoodrelationship
withtheother schoolsinthecurrent
league but the 1A and 2A schools
havesuffered declining enrol Iment
and can’t offer thesamethingsthey
usedto. Hewould still liketowork
withand play against thenorthwest
league schools, adding a new
|leaguewould create the chancefor
schools south and east of Colby to
expand the northwest.

“I"'mhopingit'sawin-winsitua-
tion for everyone involved,”
Quenzer said.

“1 think there’'salot of potential
outthereweneedtolook at.” Super-
intendent Kirk Nielsen said many of
theschool swest of Larned arelook-
ing at forming new leaguesbecause
many of the schoolsthey tradition-
aly play have suffered adeclinein
numbers.

With fewer students, they no
longer want to play alarger oppo-
nent.

“ If the taxpayers don’t agree with me
(onthe streetimprovement question), they
can always recall me.”

Jim Tubbs,
Colby City Councilman

Tubbs also was concerned about
therevenueandtaxesgenerated by
Wal-Mart some 10 years down the
road and whether or not theinvest-
ment would compensate for the
improvements proposed now.

Bieber told Tubbs he disagreed
withhimonhislogic, whileBrown
added that he thought the city will
seeagreat deal of benefit fromthe
new store.

“l am not saying | don’t want
Wal-Martintown,” Tubbstoldfel-
low council members. “1 just don’t
think thecity should pay any of the
street improvements.

“1f thetaxpayersdon’t agreewith
me— they can alwaysrecall me,”
Tubbssaid.

Following the motion and pas-
sagetoimproveWillow and accept
the52-48 percentage split between
the city and Wal-Mart, Carolyn
Armstrong, city manager, talked
about how thecity would pay for the
upgrades.

Based ontheengineeringfigures
for the improvements, the total
street project cost would be about
$860,760 with the city paying up-
front costs on the street and then
collectingWal-Mart’sshareafter it
iscompleted, Armstrong said.

“The city’s share would have to
come from general obligation

“There'sinterest in finding out
what people want to talk about,”
Nielsen said.

He said it's almost certain that
Colby and Goodland would bein
the same league, especialy since
theCowboyswill play their inaugu-

bondssimilar tothoseusedfor other
arterial streetsin Colby,” shesaid.

Thetotal bondedindebtednessat
the end of 2004 will be about
$1,050,000 (including the
$515,000 for the intersection im-
provements on Range and Frank-
lin.) Armstrong further assured the
council that thereisplenty of capac-
ity for theWillow-Franklin project.
In her assessment of the proposed
infrastructure needs of Wal-Mart,
Armstrong saiditwouldbecheaper
to make improvements before the
new storeisin businessrather than
waiting until the store opens and
dealing with traffic problems.

In addition to talking about the
streetimprovementsonWillow, the
council needed to decide on other
infrastructure questions such as
sewer, zoning and annexation of the
proposed sitewithin thecity.

(Editor’s note: With respect tc
sewer improvements, the council
agreed that for the short term, up-
gradesneededtobesplitout andthe
segment in the area south of Col by
needed to be provided with the an-
ticipation of Wal-Mart moving in.
Moreinformation about the afore-
mentioned issues, along with the
council’sdecision onthewastewa-
ter treatment sitewill appear Mon-
day.)

atest talk in area

ral baseball season in spring 2005.

The Northwest Kansas L eague
which has been in existence for
more than 75 years. Nielsen said
he'ssuretherewoul d beresistance
to change but many might embrace
trying something new.

Sen. Stan Clark, 40th District,
and Rep. Jim Morrison, 121st
District, are conducting legisla-
tive townhall meetingsin the ar-
eas on Saturday.

For Thomas County residents,
thefirst meeting isin Rexford at
Shepherd’s Staff Ranch House
from noon to 1 p.m., following
that is Colby from 1:30 to 2:30

Clark, Morrison schedule

area town hall meetings

p.m. at the Thomas County Of-
ficeComplex (Chamber of Com-
merceroom), withthethird meet-
ing in Brewster from 3to 4 p.m.
at Hunter Hall. Other meetings
includeGoodland at Hank’sCafe
(formerly Ray’s) from 3:30 to
4:30p.m.(MST) andKing'sCafe
in Kanorado from 5 to 6 p.m.
(MST).
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Share delivery Saturday

Heartland Sharedelivery isSaturday startingat 10:30a.m.
intheColby Sacred Heart gymnasium. Thereareafew Shares
of foodleft, whicharefivemeats, sevenfruitsand vegetables
at acost of $17.50 and two community service hours. If in-
terested, call Gene Griffin, 460-3579.

Daffodil fund raising event begins
TheThomas County Chapter of theAmerican Cancer So-
ciety isonceagaintaking ordersfor daffodilsasafundrais-
ing event to benefit research and acure. Bundles are 10 for
$5 and orders can be placed by calling either TinaDreiling,
(785) 460-8677 or Stephanie Stonesat (785) 462-8076. The
deadlinefor orderingisMonday, March 1. Thedaffodil swill
then be delivered on Monday and Tuesday, March 8 and 9.

Pre-kindergarten screening offered
The Colby school district, along with Northwest Educa-
tional ServiceCenter staff will hold pre-kindergarten screen-
ingonMarch9and 10at United M ethodist Churchin Colby.
Appointmentscan bemadeby contacting school nurseEmily
Strangeat Colby Elementary School at 460-5111. Parentsof
students entering kindergarten in August are encouraged to
takeadvantageof thisdevel opmental screening. Thescreen-

ing will be done by professionals who know how children
grow and learn. The screening will take approximately one
hour to complete.

New play group forming

A play group is currently being formed for mothers and
young toddler-age childrento givethem all achancefor in-
teraction. Known as Community Play Group the momsand
childrenwill meet once aweek, said Michelle Mettlen, one
of the coordinators. Thefirst meeting of the new group will
beat 10a.m., Friday, Feb. 27, at the Colby United M ethodi st
Church nursery. For questions, call Mettlen at 460-3310.

Parent su rvey remi nder

TheRegional Prevention Center in Colby isremindingthe
parents of sixth, eighth, tenth and twelfth grade studentsin
Colby whoreceived parent surveysthey need tobefilled out
and mailed back in to be eligible to win Chamber Bucks.
Participation will assist the Social Norms Project to estab-
lishabaseline of parent and youth attitudes about substance
abusein ThomasCounty. Call the Regional Prevention Cen-
ter at (785) 462-8152.

Music workshops Saturday
Dr. Jan Krayhill, formerly of Colby, will offer two work-

shopson Saturday for age groups 2nd to 8th gradefrom 9t
11 a.m., teaching Christian songs and techniques for mak-
ing musi c together. The second workshopisfor singersages
9th through adult from 1 to 5 p.m., featuring choral tech-
niques, global musicand|earning musicand descantsfor the
eveninghymnfestival at 7:30 p.m. (Seepage5for details.)

Pancake feed Saturday

The Colby Knightsof Columbuswill sponsor a* Pancake
& SausageFeed” on Saturday from7a.m.-2p.m. inthebase-
ment of Sacred Heart Church. Proceedswill benefittheneeds
and causes of the Thomas County Amusement Association.

Beef Weigh-In Saturday

Beef Weigh-In for 4-H members enrolled in the market
steer and yearling bucket calf project will be held on Satur-
day from 9 am. until noon at the Thomas County Fair-
grounds, said D’ Ette Scholtz, extension agent.

Voter registration open

\oter registration booksarenow openfor anyonewho has
changed their name, address or who will turn 18 before the
next statewidegeneral el ection. Youmay stopinat the County
Clerk’sofficetopick uparegistration cardor call (785) 462-
4500 with questions.
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