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with the assistance of his wife, Sheila, who held the Bible for the
ceremony and Mark Kerschen, manager of post office opera-

ily, friends and members of the community were present with re-

freshments afterwards.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Kenton Krehbiel, Colby’s new postmaster, was swornin Friday tions for western Kansas, who presided over the ceremony. Fam-

Survey aimed at teen alcohol, drug abuse

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

TheRegional Prevention Center
istrying to get abetter idea of how
parents around the area view al co-
hol and drug abuse among teenag-
ers.

Sue Evans, director of the Re-
gional Prevention Center, said a
$61,615 grant from the federal Of-
fice of Justice helped fund surveys

Beware of fog

Colby, Oakley and
Hoxiearea

Tonight...Mostly cloudy.
Areas of fog after midnight.
Lowsinthemid 20s. Northeast
winds 5 to 15 mph.
Tuesday...Partly cloudy. Highs
in the lower 40s. Northeast
winds 5 to 10 mph. Tuesday
night...Partly cloudy. Lows
around 20. Southeast winds 5
to 10mph. Wednesday...Partly
cloudy. Highsintheupper 40s.
South winds 5 to 15 mph.
Wednesday night through
Friday...Partly cloudy. Highs
in the upper 50s. Lows in the
20s.

Thenumbers

Sunday’shigh, 57

Low thismorning, 18

Records for Feb. 23, 78 in
1918and-6in 1914

Year ago today, 35 and 4

February 2004 precipitation,
0.27 inches

February 2004 snowfall, 6
inches

Precipitation past 24 hours,
0.00

Thesources:

Theforecastisfromthe Na-
tional Weather Service, and
other numbers are from the
Northwest Research-Exten-
sion Center, Colby.

A recorded forecast updated
throughout theday isavailable
by calling (785) 899-7119.

Current temperatures are
available by calling 460-
TEMP.

that were sent out to the parents of
sixth, eighth, tenth and twelfth
grade students in Colby and
Goodland.

She said parents and children
havevaryingideasabout how many
peoplethey think areusing alcohol
or drugs when the reality can be
quite different. Evans said parents
might think many youth are doing
what they shouldn’t be, butin some

cases not everyone is drinking or
taking drugs.

She'shoping that isthe case and
added that the survey will help
people get amorerealistic view of
the circumstances.

“WE' re encouraging parents to
send them back,” she said. “We
want a good response and it’s
anonymous. Thisisnew.”

Evans said the grant the center

receivedistheonly drug prevention
grant that goesdirectly to thecom-
munity that wrote it. Usually,
money is distributed at the federal
or statelevel.

After they get the survey results
back, the center will be working
with an ad agency and creating fo-
cusgroupsto devel op amessageto
help curb underage drinking in the
area.

Town hall meetings

Health care and
school finance
alred Saturday

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

A group of 19 people showed up
for atown hall
meeting with
stateSenator Stan |
Clark and Rep.
Jim Morrison
Saturday in
Colby at the Tho-
mas County Of-
fice Complex. It
was one of eight
stops for the duo
during a day-
long meeting
marathon.

Health care
and school fi-
nance were the
two main topics
at the Colby
stop.

Clark said if
health carecosts
continueto rise,
therewon’t be money for anything
else.

InNovember, legislationwasin-
troducedin Congresstoallowindi-
viduals to put $2,000 in a health
savings account. Unused vacation
and sick days could be put toward
the account and could be used for
normal medical expenditures, like
visitsto the doctor, Clark said.

“Both theemployee and theem-
ployer can contribute,” hesaid, but
addedit’snot yet availablein Kan-
sas. However, itisapriority by July
1

“That’spart of what wearework-

S. Clark

J. Morrison

ingon,” hesaid.

Also, Clark said President Bush

isencouraging a$1,000 tax reduc-
tion for singles and a $3,000 for
familiesif they buy health insur-
ance. Thetax credit would be an
incentive to help make people
moreresponsiblewhenit comesto
health care.

“In Kansas we encourage all
health plansto havecertain cover-
ages,” Clark said.

On the other side of the coin,
Morrison talked about school fi-
nance. He handed out several

sheets, includingoneonanalterna-
tiveschool financeformulaandtes-
timony on House Bill 2807.

He explained that currently
school finance is based on amaxi-
mum expenditure level. The alter-
native method being discussed
wouldbebased on student achieve-
ment instead of the number of stu-
dents.

Morrisonsaid studentsacrossthe
statewoul dtakeatest and abaseline
score would be devel oped, which
would become amill levy refer-
ence. Itwouldlock intheamount of
money school saregetting now but
underachieving schoolswould get
moremoney tohelpbringtheir per-
formance up.

For example, he said if a school
was going to be given $100,000,
they would have to raise one mill,
or $10,000 locally and the state
would providethe other $90,000.

“It makes local people morere-
sponsible and more in control of
what they spend,” Morrison said.

Selling Colby is ongoing project for new organization

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Promoting Colby isthe primary
goal of anew organization, which
for the most part is made up of re-
tail businesses focusing on every-
thing that isgood in town.

The group, known simply as
Colby Promotion, hopes to con-
tinuerecruiting morebusinessesto
join or at least come to a meeting
and seeif it might be of benefit to
them.

Dave Jennings, one of organiz-
ers, said today that retail sales can
befickleandadvertisingany andall
businessesisnot just somethingthat
isdoneonceayear around theholi-

days. “Retail is precarious and
people don’t change their buying
habitsonly in November,” hesaid.

Jenningsadded that asabusiness
owner, itisimportant tokeep people
informed all the time about Colby.

Since the group’s beginning in
October of 2003, there have been
many advertisements about Colby
either in print, radio or television.
For example, Jennings cited the
television ads about Colby — Oa-
sisonthePlainswithfocuson shop-
ping here and highlighting the
Colby Collegebasketball teamsand
wrestling functions.

Another sampleof how thegroup
promotes the town can be seen on

page4 of today’sColby FreePress.

“Wewant everyoneto know that
Colby hasalot of thingsgoingon,”
hesaid.

By combiningforcesusingbusi-
nesses and others, Jennings and
other current membersbelievethey
cansustainamorebroad campaign
to positively promote Colby and
thusbring evenmoretradetotown.

Even the advertising ideas are
chosen from arotating committee
that changes each quarter.

“By having different people
serve on the quarterly advertising
committee, theideaswill vary and
add diversity to the campaign,” he

Thegroup usually meetsthelast
Tuesday of themonth at 7:30 am.
inthebasement of Sunflower Bank
inColby. Thereareabout 100 busi-
ness members in the group with
about 30 to 40 representatives at-
tending the monthly meetings.

“We encourage businesses to
stop by and seeif thisis something
they might wanttobeincludedin,”
Jenningssaid. “ Theonly costis$30
amonthto help pay for thiscontin-
ued ad campaign and suggestions
arewelcome.”

At the meeting Tuesday, the
group will hear from the second
guarter committee on what ideas
they are considering for the April,

May and June promotion of Colby.
“The $30 a month is about the
price of acup of coffee or bottle of
pop,” hesaid, “ but theimpact when
everyone getstogether as opposec
toworking aloneishuge!”

Jennings also cautioned that the
group’sadvertising staysextremely
general initsinformationandinnc
way replacesindividual advertising
outlets.

“We are looking at Colby from
toptobottom,” hesaid, “ and theads
highlight businesses, schools, the
medical community and every-
thing.”

For questions, call Jennings at
462-6361, or any other member.

Council approves treatment plant, sewer improvements

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

The Colby City Council gave a
thumbs up to contracting a Ne-
braska-based engineering firm to
prepare the wastewater treatment
plant and sewer main improve-
ments during last week’s meeting.

The improvements for both the
treatment plant and sewer mainare
expected to be completed at the
sametime; however becauseof the
expansion for Wal-Mart and the
areasouth of I-70, the contract will
have an option for beginning work
on that sectionin the near future.

== Bricfly

Program’s cutoff date set
The cutoff date for the Natural Resources Conservation
Service “Environmental Quality Incentives Program” is

TheWal-Mart and |-70 phase of
the project would mean letting out
constructionbidsfor theareaunder
theinterstate heading west.

The specific site for the sewer
mainswould takein Country Club
Dr. (almost across from Davis),
Franklin, and Range.

Alsorelated to plansfor the new
Wal-Mart, the council approved
authorizing Carolyn Armstrong,
city manager, tolookintoacquiring
the serviceterritory from Midwest
Energy — south of College and
north of Willow from Range to
Country Club Dr.

March 13. The program’s purpose is to address natural re-

source concerns through the application of improved con-
servation systems. Itisan environmental enhancement pro-
gram and assists producersin meeting local, state and fed-
eral regulations. Agricultural producersinterestedinpartici-
pating can apply at any timeat their local Conservation Ser-
vice Office or the United States Department of Agriculture
Service Center. For information, call 462-7671.

Daffodil fund raising event begins
TheThomas County Chapter of theAmerican Cancer So-

ciety isonceagaintaking ordersfor daffodilsasafundrais-

ing event to benefit research and acure. Bundlesare 10 for

Armstrongtoldthecouncil , after
approving the acquisition, that she
would get Midwest’s proposal and
haveit reviewed by thecity’sasso-
ciationpriortoacceptingtheterms.

Thecouncil asodiscussed regu-
lations for sexually-oriented busi-
nesses. Armstrong saidtheplanning
commission has spent alot of time
ontheissuewithbothAllanTaylor,
county attorney, and Joel Kriss, city
attorney, reviewingthedraft zoning
regulations.

“Neither Allan or Joel believed
those regulations were appropri-
ate,” she said. Adding further that

New play group forming
A play group is currently being formed for mothers and
young toddler-age childrento givethem all achancefor in-
teraction. Known as Community Play Group the momsand
children will meet once aweek, said Michelle Mettlen, one
of the coordinators. Thefirst meeting of the new group will
beat 10a.m., Friday, Feb. 27, at the Colby United M ethodi st
Church nursery. For questions, call Mettlen at 460-3310.

Pre-kindergarten screening offered
The Colby school district, along with Northwest Educa-

their consensus was that a more
detailed document would beneces-
sary inorder to alow thecity regu-
latory power.

Thecommission, shesaid, meton
Thursday, Feb. 12, with the county
commissioners also present.

County input, shesaid, basically
wasthat since ThomasCounty only
has zoning within the three-mile
jurisdiction of the city, they be-
lieveditwascost prohibitivetocon-
sider any regulationsin county ter-
ritory.

After that meeting, it was the
planning commission’sdecisionto

ask for more guidance from the
council onwhether it would beben-
eficial or awasteof effort to pursue
regulations within the corporate
limits.

Council members all agreed it
would bebetter tokeepworking on
thisissueand havethecommission
come up with somekind of zoning
requirements, possibly looking at
lightindustrial areas.

Thecouncil alsoagreedit needed
more information on the increase
for telephone lines with respect tc
S& T and Southwestern Bell fran-
chisefees.

$5 and orders can be placed by calling either TinaDreiling,
(785) 460-8677 or Stephanie Stonesat (785) 462-8076. The
deadlinefor orderingisMonday, March 1. Thedaffodilswill
then be delivered on Monday and Tuesday, March 8 and 9.

tional ServiceCenter staff will hold pre-kindergarten screen-
ingonMarch9and 10 at United Methodist ChurchinColby.
Appointmentscan bemadeby contacting school nurseEmily
Strangeat Colby Elementary School at 460-5111. Parentsof

students entering kindergarten in August are encouraged to
take advantage of this developmental screening.

Commodity distribution planned

Commodity distributionwill befrom 4-5:30 p.m. Monday,
March 1 at the RSV P officein the Senior Progress Center,
165FikeParkin Colby. For moreinformation, call 462-6744.

Voter registration open

\oter registration booksare now open for anyonewho has

questions.

changed their name, address or who will turn 18 before the
next statewide general election. Call (785) 462-4500 with
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