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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

DEAR ELIZABETH, APEMN-
AND HER BAND, 4 EVAH,

YOUTH TALEMNT FESTIVAL.

E

THE JURY HAS SELECTED
S O FINALISTS FOR THIS
HAVE BEEN ASKED B COM-Z ARES AND 4 EVAH"IS ONE O LINE WITH! TS A
PETE FOR & SPOT ONSTAGE & oF THEM. THE Ble SHowW-
AT THE METRO CENTER'S £ Dowi 1S TOMORROW NIGHT.y PRD FEAR, | GUESS.. SHES
£ P THEY WiN, THEYRE IN 4
L THE FESTIVAL.

27 Wi F Lo €

YOUR SSTER 1S S¢ WIUND
UP, SHE'S BEEN IMPOSSIBLE

MIXTURE OF RRROGANCE

CONSTANTLY FleHTING WiTH )
NCUR DAD AND ME.

Garfield = Jim Davis

HEE,HEE, HEE.
WHEN THAT CAT GETS HERE

I'M GOING TO SWAT HIM
WITH THIS MAGAZINE!

UH-OH...
TOO HEAVY!

5

www.garfield.com

S

=
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

Yiiow oo youz THe Jse 4
DIVORCE &O, GAVE My
SVENSEN 2 EX-WIFE HALF OF

EVERYTHING..
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WISH YoU WERE  ~
HERE.

COULPNT WAIT
FOR ME, HUH?

“paniasel SIUBIH IV "ONI ‘SMVd bDOZ ©

GTZ SSNVO Wkl

INCLUPING
W -mEN
Housg !

DO YOUHAVE ANY QUESTIONS
ABOUT THE OFFICE BEFORE
I MAKE My DECISION?

THE BATHROOM?

COULDIGET ADESK
PRETTY CLOSE TO

THAT GUY DOESN'T
HAVE A SNOWBALL'
CHANCE!

[KIND OF LIKED

IT DOESN'T TAKE
MUCH TO MAKE
SARGE HAPPY

ITSURE
DOESN'T

JUST A

GREG t

WauER

COUPLECOF ¢
RECRUITS TO

WSl TEU ME
WAATS WRG!
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Zits ® Jim Borgman

& Jerry Scott

D

f onine s <
WRONG T

[F YN GUHS WANT
SOME LNTER, JUeT
GIVE U5 A HOUER.

15 IT ANpE

ARAIND
HEREY

s Syndicate.

ip. Distibuted by King Feaiures

[ 1 KNOW "GRAND
THEFT AUTO: VICE
CITY" SOUNDS LIKE
A BAD VIDEO GAME,
MOM, BUT YOU__«

THE "AUTO"

Cryptoquip
ENIJYV CBRO
YRTIOZUYBO UY
MXYSAXYMJO, U
CBR'Z] HIIV JA-

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF YOU'RE NERVOUS
OF GETTING ON A HORSE, YOU MIGHT HAVE

SOME MOUNTING TENSION.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Y

THAT EXPLAINS

Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

CARS YOU, UH,
JUST HAPPEN
TO STEAL...

/

PART.
THAT

EXPLAINS
THE "GRAND
THEFT' PART.

THIS NORWAL ABNORM

...AND THEN USE
TO DRIVE TO
STRIP CLUBS.
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AND THAT PRETTYW
MUCH WRAPS THAT

EBOS|FP IWX VUY UZ CDOSCKCTI
X NXOW |[KFZYTCHH ACUHO WP
YRTTBY] |AXSYCZ, F JXCHH FO
HBYYJW. | KFIVO AC UZ WDIKWSWZ.

equals S

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: W equals O

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN YOUR WORK
SUPERVISOR IS A HARD TASKMASTER, I
SUPPOSE YOU'VE BEEN EM-BOSSED.

Crossword
ACROSS 36 Tolkien’s 3 Cauldron 23 Enjoying
1 Prop for tree 4 Mertz the
Sherlock creatures and nightlife
5 Talk- 37 Boom Merman 24 Evi-
show times 5 Garment denced a
host Kelly 38 Page of for 32- pinprick
9 Reactions music Across 26 Newton’s
of aston- 40 Pond — 6 Persia, contents?
ishment 42 Acapulco now 27 Venera-
12 Source gold 7 Crony tor’s
13 Exam 43 Healing 8 Sans verse
format 48 Kitten’s omission 28 Hexa-
14 Bottom comment 9 Flying gonal
line 49 Farewell 10 Medal state
15 Alert 50 Eastern earner 29 1990s
17 Attempt potentate 11 Eyelid milk-cap
18 Paradise 51 Skillet affliction fad toys
19 Resort 52 Instru- 16 Mag. 31 Ohio
lake ment of staffers college
21 Montals, Marxism? 20 Com- 34 Passbook
in Puck’'s 53 Red motion abbr.
assess- rock 21 Poten- 35 Boil
ment tially poi- some-
24 Portend DOWN sonous what
25 Grecian 1 Expert puffer 37 Shade
vessels 2 Charged 22 Algerian 38 Ostenta-
26 Supple- bit seaport tion
(rjnaeigtal Solution time: 21 mins. 39 Sr?;)vc;ertry
30Hood's  [Sioi MESODRRCS BB 40 Walk of
handgun & E Fame
31Lenta P symbol
hand E 41 Hew
32 Judge N 44 Actress
Lance I'; Vardalos
33 Deprived 45 Ostrich’s
of cousin
stability E[L|] 46 Penpoint
35 Hosiery TIEl 47 Desic-
mishap AlG cate
Yesterday’s answer 2-24
I EE 6 |7 9 Jio [11

28 |29

ACROSS 39 Fizzy DOWN 25 Tom
1 “CSsI” treat 1 Uninter- Joad,
concern 41 Pompey esting typically
4 D-Day or Pliny 2 Neet rival 26 “Ship of
beach 43 Aching 3 Bullets Fools”
8 Indulge in 44 Morning 4 Loosen a ship
mockery moisture lightbulb 27 Dutch

12 Aries 46 Ford 5 Pinnacle treat

13 lIditarod flop 6 Chartres 28 Piglet's
terminus 50 “Smile!” chum pop

14 Oren- 55 Omega 7 Succor 29 Destroy
burg’'s preceder 8 Hodge- 30 Squad
river 56 Carpet podge 31 Walt Kelly

15 Intention layer’'s 9 Onassis, strip

16 Irrevers- calcula- familiarly 35 Uses
ible tion 10 One of caller ID,
occur- 57 “Lolita” the gang maybe
rence actress 11 Wapiti 38 Wild and

18 Rodeo Sue 17 Yank crazy
ride 58 Cable 19 Part of 40 Roulette

20 Tavern sta. NIMBY bet

21 Pitcher 59 Bound 22 Pennsyl- 42 Bk. after
Hershiser 60 Monocle vania port Ezra
part 23 They're 45 Jack

24 ... and 61 Reuben good for a Benny’s
part of his holder breather expletive
equip- 47 Boot
ment attach-

28 Flatter Solution time: 21 mins. ment
lavishly Pl o[H|S| 48 Geta

32 Stretched B ﬁ ~E glimpse
(out) ol of

33 Insep- Flo E 49 Occupa-
arable u|r wlu|P tion

34 AA candi- [GlA HTIOF 50 “My Gal
dates U|N N|A|G _»

|| G|H|S )

36 Play- P|A 51 Exist
wright o[r E[N[D| 52 Verily
Levin M[E MRl 53 Storm

37 Mother- LE1A uiBlY center
less one? Yesterday's answer 2:25 54 jynjor
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10 |11

Bridge

East dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
@ 3432
¥9o4
*K QS8
*+A Q53
WEST EAST
®» Q76 ® A K 109
¥Y87532 YK Q106
® 75 ® 642
%+ 1076 &®* 74
SOUTH
@®»J5
YAT
®AJ1093
$K 982
The bidding:
East South West North
1 2 e Pass 3¢
Pass £l 4 Pass S5e

Opening lead — six of spades.

An Elegant Swindle

Part of declarer’sskill consistsof playinghiscards
inamanner that increasesthe chances of the oppo-
nents making a mistake. Consider this deal where
South performed aneat swindleto bringin afive-
diamond contract that seemed to have no chance.

East wonthespadelead withtheking, cashedthe
aceand, realizingthat declarer had no morespades,
shifted to the king of hearts. Thiswas awise deci-
sion, sincewithout the shift Southwoul d havemade
therest of the trickson asqueeze.

Declarer took theace, led thenine of clubstothe
gueen and ruffed aspade. These werethefirst two
stepsin ascheme designed to do East out of hisap-
parently certain heart trick.

South then ran hisremaining trumps, discarding
aheart from dummy, cashed the king of clubs, on
which he played dummy’sfive, and led the eight of
clubs to the ace. This was now the two-card posi-
tion:

North

[S] 8[C] 3

West

[H] 87

East

[S] 10 [H] Q

South

[H] J

[C] 2

Thethreeof clubswasthen played, and East had
to discard. Herealized from the fall of West’s ten
ontheprecedingtrick that declarer had themissing
club, but hehadn’tfollowed theplay closely enough
to know the size of the club South had I eft.

So, acting under the delusion that South woulc
havetowintheclubin hishand, East discarded the
ten of spades, sat back and waited to score hisheart
trick. He'sstill waiting!

South dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
@ 754
YAKAQ
®* A J102
9 7 4
WEST EAST
®» 1062 @73
¥386 ¥J9752
*® Q4 908763
A KQ1I053 %*
SOUTH
@ A K Q9S8
¥104 3 '
® K S5
*£J 62
The bidding:
South West North East
1 2 ¥ 2 @& Pass
2 Pass 4 &

Opening lead — king of clubs.

ScoreOne

for theDefense

Nobody ringsabell totell youwhenacrucial point
in the play has been reached. You’ re expected to
recognize such situations when they arise; if you
don'’t, agolden opportunity might passyou by. Fur-
thermore, thereisthe added risk that an irate part-
ner might haveafew choicewordsfor youwhenthe
deal isover. Consider this case where West is de-
fending against four spades. He cashesthe K-A-Q
of clubs, Eastfollowing suittothefirst clubandthen
discardingalow heart and alow diamondonthenext
two clubs. What should West play next?

Actually, thereisonly onecorrect play — another
club! ThisallowsEast totrumpwiththejack, which
in turn causes South to lose a trump trick and go
down one. Not many playerswould continue with
aclubat trick four. Thisisbecause such aplay runs
counter to standard procedure, which holdsthat one
shouldavoidgivingdeclarer aruff-and-discard. But
thisgenerally wiserulehasitsexceptions, just asany
other general rule hasitsexceptions.

In the present case, it should not be difficult for
West to realize, given South’s opening bid anc
dummy’shand, that thereisno chance of stopping
the contract unlesshisside can scoreatrumpttrick.
Hisbest prospect, therefore, istohopethat East has
thejack, queen or king of spades.

Accordingly, West |eadsafourth round of clubs,
praying that East will be able to play one of those
three cards on the trick. If East has none of them,
thecontract cannot bedefeated, and West will at | east
getanA for effort.
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“It's snowing and the sun’s out!
Maybe we’ll see a snowbow.”

2-25
©2004 Bit Keane, Inc.

Dist. by King Features Syna.
www.familycircus.com

“So now is the one they got last year
an old baby?”




