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They just continue
taking jobs away

Oneby one, thewelfareofficesinwestern K ansasareclosing. With
them go precious state jobsthat likely won't be replaced.

Instead of being ableto gotoan officeandtalk toacaseworker or
other professional, Social Servicesclientsnow will gotoa*kiosk”
whereformsand pamphletswill be stocked. They’ll call atoll-free
number and talk with someonethey’ |l never see.

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius and her staff have done nothing to stop
thistravesty.

Onone hand, the state Department of Commerce saysit’strying
to help usfind more plantsand morejobs. Onthe other, the Depart-
ment of Social and Rehabilitation Servicestakesjobs away.

Thisis nothing new. The Department of Transportation closed
many rural shopsafew yearsago, taking scarcestatejobsout of small
communities. The Highway Patrol consolidated all dispatchersin
Saling, creating astaff that most likely will never seetheroadsthey
send troopers out to patrol.

It'struethat statejobsarenot economic devel opment, andit’sal so
truethat thestateisnearly broke. It needsto cut back and savemoney
wherever it can.

Buttheseconsolidationssavelittle, if any, cash. They aredesigned
tocreatelarger officeswhereworkersareall inthesameroom. That
makesthem easier to control.

Infact, it'sthe workerswho bear the brunt of these moves. They
either haveto uproot their familiesand move acrossthe state, com-
mute long distancesto keep their jobs or find other work.

Some veteran highway patrol dispatchers, looking at amove to
Salinag, simply pulled the pin. Others couldn’t afford to retire yet.

Social Servicesworkersareinthesameboat. Many will bedriv-
inganhour toand fromwork asthey shift to officesin Colby or Hays
that will be open.

Thedepartment admitsit isn’t going to save much, if any, money
by closingit'srural offices. It'sjust shifting thingsaround.

Thefact that small-town K ansas and small-town empl oyees suf-
fer doesn’t fazethewelfarebureaucrats. Despitepleasfromlegislia-
torsand others, they’ ve crammed their reorganization through.

Theendresult of all thisismorestatejobsin Topekaandin places
like Haysand Salina.

Topekahas morethan enough statejobsalready. And while Hays
and Salina, Garden City and Wichitamight liketo haveafew more
jobs, they don’t need them as badly as Norton, Selden, Oberlin, St.
Francisor Hoxie.

If thegovernor does care about the economy inrural Kansas, she
should do something.

What’ sthe point of oneagency tryingto find new jobswhileoth-
erstake statejobs and move them to the cities?

Instead, the state ought to be shifting jobs out of Topekaandinto
rural Kansas, not just thewest, but all over, and not to the placesthat
havejobs, like Garden City or Hays, but to placeslike Selden and
Smith Center, Humbolt, | olaand Ashland. With modern communi-
cations, thereisno reason why thiscan’'t be done.

Rural Kansashasbeen bleeding popul ationandjobsfor years. The
state'snot toblamefor that, but it doesn’t haveto bepart of the prob-
lem.

Governor, doyou care?

Steve Haynes
Nor’ West Newspapers

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com, fax (785) 462-7749, phone (785) 462-
3963. All submissionsmust containasignature, addressand daytime
telephone number. The addressand phone number are used for veri-
fication only.
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DR. DEAN DIAGNGSED ME A YEAR AGO
OVER THE INTERNET... PUT ME TWROUGH
MONTHS oF TESTING... SINGLE-HANDEDLY
PERFORMED LIFESAVING SURGERY... AND

Now T'M FuLlY ReCoveRreD!

THANKS, HOWARD...
TLLUTAkE T

FROM HERE,

Looking forward to next week

NEXT week will be a most welcome week.
Lance, the oldest of my two sons (he's 33), will
arriveat hishomebase, SheppardAir ForceBase,
WichitaFalls, Texas, for aleavefromhisassign-
ment inSouthKorea. Onhisbirthday, March 31,
hewill bewinging hisway back toKoreatofin-
i shhisassignment, which should bring him back
home for good in late August. Shortly after, he
and hisfamily—Tobie, Alyssaand Caleb—will
move to Spokane, Wash., his next homebase.
He'sacareer Air Forceguy andiscurrently test-
ingfor rank of technical sergeant. Next Monday,
he will fly from Korea to Dallas, nonstop. |
haven’t figured out what “ next Monday” means
— hisMonday or our Monday asthereisadif-
ferenceof 15 hoursfromheretothere. If hewere
to call me at midnight tonight (Wednesday) |
know it's 3 0’ clock in the afternoon Thursday
overthere. So, hedidn’t stipulateonwhoseMon-
day hewill beflying back. Timewill tell.

| CAN well remember my Air Forceyears—
Feb. 1,1955-Jan. 31, 1963 (four yearsactive/four
yearsreserves) — and my assignment to the Far
East — Japan! Misawa, Japan in fact. It lasted
for abit over 24 monthswith noleavetime. First
thought after getting off the plane at Tokyo:
“What am| doing here?’ Thenthelong, longtrain
ride from Tokyo north to Misawa and covered
with coal soot by thetimewedetrained. My first
thought: “What am | doing here?” And to think
two years of “what am | doing here.” Misawa,
however, was an interesting place, home of a
couple of American military facilities. | wasin
the U.S. Air Force Security Service, sowhat we
didwas, well...that’swhat wedid. Misawa, at the
time — so weweretold by Misawans— wasa
town of around 30,000, but only about the size
of Colby. Nokidding. They lived differently, well
at least inthelate 1950sthey lived differently. |
think it would befunandinterestingto now visit
the place | called home for a couple of years. |
wonder what the bar girls that served up our
drinks then would look like now — some 45+
yearslater. And, if any of them are still around,
if maybeoneor twowouldremember meif | used
by “bar name” — atag |’ ve never repeated after
| left that country.

Tom Dreiling

1 e My
Turn

M1 SAWA wasarural community. Out inno
man’s land. But not too far from one of the
country’smost visited ski resorts. That’swhere
| learned | was not cut out to be askier. There
aresomethingsyou cando and somethingsyou
can’t do heading down the slopes. L esson hard
learned. No brokenbones. But | felt likemy butt
was repositioned to my shoulders. Funny feel-
ing. Doctor at theresort just laughed—in Japa-
nese. “You befine. No worry, Gl.” Boy, those
words were reassuring. But | questioned that
laugh — in Japanese.

ASIT turned out, | really got to liking
Misawa. Far removed from metropolitan Tokyo,
itspeoplewerevery friendly, “rura friendly” as
I liketo call those of uswho live— not reside,
but live— inrural communities. There'sadif-
ference. The seasons were much like we have
here, except, that is, snowfall wasmuchgreater.
Thecountrysidewasbeautiful and visitsto sur-
rounding towns awakened thisAmerican from
Kansasto an existence | never would have be-
lievedexistedintheland of theRising Sun. 1 will
always remember my first glimpse of Mount
Fuji on Honshu Island southwest of Tokyo. It's
the highest peak in that country at just under
12,400 feet. I'll alwaysremember the laughter
| brought to agroup of houseboyswhosejob it
was to help Americans GI’s unload their bags
upon arrival at Tokyo International Airport to
settlein at abarracksuntil thetrain’sdeparture
two days later. Aswe got off the bustaking us
from the airport to our temporary quartersthat
morning, the houseboys greeted uswith “ Ohh-
hio!” —inaquick, snappy way. “No,” | yelled,
“Kansas!” Thereasonfor thelaughter waswhat

they were saying was“ good morning” in Japa
nese, using ashortened version.

| REALLY didn’'tintendtobabblethismuch
but when | thought of my sonin K oreaand how
muchlikeJapanit must hefrom descriptionshe
relates, these thoughtsall cameto mind.

POINT Sto Ponder (from Fred):

He who wants milk should not sit on astoo
in the middle of the pasture expecting the cown
to back up to him. — Unknown

Half theliesthey tell mearen’t true. — Yog
Bera

STEROIDS. Again? | thought we wen
through this stuff afew yearsago, evenasitin:
volved athletesin highs schools, and learned ¢
lesson. Guesswe didn’t. Now it’s professional
baseball. And | imagine other sports, too. And |
imagineevenin high school ranks, maybeever
junior high. Who knows.

CHICKENS are now taking it in the knees
Remember when they told us to eat fish anc
chickeninstead of red meat? Thenthey said besf
isneededinthediet?Now they aresayingwatct
out how much poultry you eat, it might not be
good for you. People, eat. Eat what you want
just don't pig out because that’s when you gel
into trouble. And walk. Do some form of exer-
cise.

HAMBURGERS without buns? They are
starting to sell uson that latest craze. Of course
they say it's good for you not to cover youl
burger with a bun, cover it with lettuce! Nex
they’ll betelling usto put salad dressing on ice
cream — you know, a Roquefort sundae.

HAVE agood evening! ThisisAshWednes
day the beginning of the observance of Lent
leading up to Good Friday and Easter Sunday.

*kkk*x

Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press. Hi:
column appears Wednesdays and Fridays
td@nwkansas.com.

No peace over the Passion

There seemsto beno end to thedin over Mel
Gibson’s new movie about Jesus Christ’s last
hourson earth.

Jewish Rabbis are up in arms claiming the
movie will spike new waves of anti-Semitism
whilethe Catholic churchisofficialy trying to
distance themselves from the movie while be-
ing careful not to appear to be abandoning
Gibson, who isone of their own.

Evangelicalsareamixed|ot. Whilemost seem
tobeexcited about theproj ect, someareattempt-
ingtodistancethemselvesfromracismcharges,
perhaps because of amistaken view that | srael
must be restored before the Christ can return.

One of the common themes in the furor isa
shockinglack of understanding of thebasichis-
torical record.

First, crucifixion wasatorturousform of ex-
ecution. It was so bad, in fact, that Roman citi-
zenswerespareditscruelty. Only barbarians, as
theRomanscalled everybody except them, were
tobecrucified.

Sowhenweseethereality of scourging, whip-
ping the flesh off the back of the intended vic-
tim with a whip affixed with bits of bone or
metal, we should be horrified.

Thereisno way to confront thereality of the
crucifixionwithout being sickened by thecruel
jests by the Roman soldiers at the expense of
their intended victim. Nor should weignorethe
weight of arough hewn cross and the pain in-
flicted by thenails, inreality spikes, placed be-

Jay Kelley
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tween thebones of thearm and through thefeet
of Jesus.

Secondly, we need to remember it wasa Ro-
man execution. Pilate, though hetried to wash
hishandsof thewholething, isnolesscul pable
than the Jews. Nor are the Roman soldierswho
carried out the foul deed.

Thirdly, we need to remember thisevil mur-
der was inflicted upon an innocent man at the
behest of Caiaphas and the leaders of the Jew-
ish people.

Itisamatter of historical fact that the people
in Jerusalem, and there were many from other
placesaswell who weretherefor the Passover,
went along and even shouted, “Hisblood beon
us, and on our children.”

Those peoplewereasguilty of themurder of
Christ aswerethe German peoplewho stood by
and allowed themurder of six million Jews, not
counting the Gypsies, Slavs and other ethnic
peoples.

Finally, we need to remember Christ’sdeath

is the responsibility of everyone who ever
sinned. That isthereason hedied; to redeem us
from the penalty of sin.

We live in an age where it is fashionable to
distance ourselves from responsibility for our
actions. Inreality, our ageisnot somuch differ-
ent thanany other. Man hassought to claim him-
self asavictimever sinceCainkilled hisbrother
and complained the punishment for that act was
too harsh.

| will go seethe movie. | will actually prob-
ably be impressed, though | am prepared for
somehistorical inaccuracies. Gibsonis, after al,
aproduct of Hollywood.

Asforthosewho aretryingto stopthemovie,
they arenodifferent than peopleof every age. It
isnot the crucifixion, or even the possibility of
taking blamefor something that happened many
centuries ago that bothersthem.

It isthe fact that the death, burial and resur-
rection of JesusChrist demandsaresponse. One
cannot hear the gospel story and not respond in
some way, whether positive or negative.

Anyway youlook atit, weall killed Christ. He
allowed usto kill him so we wouldn’t have tc
diefor our ownsins.

Wouldn'titbeawasteif wedidn’t takeadvan-
tage of the offer?

Jay Kelleyisalocal minister and writer who
speakshismind fromtimetotime. Hise-mail i<
jkelley@nwkansas.com.



