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Sacred Heart student Zach Wallin prepared to flip a pancake
during Sacred Heart School’s pancake races Tuesday. Before the
races, second graders Sami Sicard and Morgan Vap enjoyed
pancakesinclass. Kindergarten, firstand second grade students
ate pancakes in celebration of Shrove Tuesday and also voted
fortheir favorite pancake topping. The activities were part of learn-
ing about the annual pancake races held in Liberal each year. All
of the students received a badge for participating in the races,
which were held on the school’s playground. They had to flip the
pancake twice without dropping it, once before they ranand once

on the way back.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Fugitive wants to return to California

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

After spending almost three
weeksintheThomasCounty jail, a
36-year-old Californiamanwhore-
fused extraditiontoCaliforniaonan
attempted murder chargeisnow go-
ing back.

Edward Ortiz, Jr. told authorities
here he would sign the waiver of
extraditionandreturnto California
tofacechargesfor allegedly shoot-
ing avictim following averbal ar-
gument on Dec. 31, 2003. Thevic-
tim in the shooting was shot in the

chest. Ortiz was arrested in Colby
after policebecamesuspiciousof a
woman, Colleen Crispin, whowent
to the law enforcement center ask-
ingfortraveler’ sassistanceon Jan.
30, said Gary Shull, Colby police
investigator.

Crispin, at that time, told Colby
police, she and her two children
were staying at the Country Club
DriveMotel.

Asamatter of routine, thepolice
then checked the nationwide data-
base and discovered that Ortiz was
wanted by the Paradise Police De-

partment, located in Butte County,
onan*“evading police” warrantand
that Crispin was associated with
Ortiz. After gettingasearchwarrant
for themotel and pickuptruck Ortiz
was traveling in, Colby police
found someitemsbut said no hand-
gunwasfound at the motel here.
“Riverside County California
Sheriff’sOfficeinRiverside,” Shull
said, entered Ortizintothe Nation-
wideWanted Person computerized
fileson Wednesday, Feb. 4.
“Hewaswanted for evading po-
lice,” he said. From the computer

system information, the Colby Po-
lice Department wasautomatically
notified that Ortiz was wanted by
Riverside County.

A complaint and arrest warrant
wasissuedin Thomas County Dis-
trict Court charging Ortiz with be-
ing afugitivefromjusticeand a$1
millionbondwasset. Ortizchanged
his mind last Friday, Feb. 20, and
signedthewaiver of extraditionand
now the district court has allowed
law enforcement authorities in
Paradise, Calif. 10daystomakear-
rangementsfor hisreturn, hesaid.

Areds tallest
television tower
comes to Colby

By TOMA.DREILING
Free Press Publisher

The signal will cover 16 north-
west Kansascountiesfromthetall-
est television tower ever erectedin
thispart of thestate—at 1,200feet.

Inadditiontothetower therewill
also be a building, transmission
equipment and associ ated process-
ing, monitoring andtest equipment.

Anditwill al belocatedin Tho-
mas County near Colby.

However, the exact location of
the new tower is still to be deter-
mined, said Kristy Nyp, director of
communicationsand marketingfor
Bunker Hill-based Smoky Hills
Public Television.

Known as SHPTV out in these
parts, the station received a
$1,470,094 grant to assist in the
conversion to adigital broadcast
signal, and the funding for the
project was issued through the
United States Department of Agri-
culture, Nyp told the Colby Free
Press.

Thegrant, shesaid, wasawarded
last Friday morning at a presenta-
tion at the Dole Center at the Uni-
versity of Kansasin Lawrence.

HildaL egg, Administrator of the
USDA Rural Utilities Service, and
Federal CommunicationsCommis-
sion Chairman Michael Powell
were on hand for the presentation.,
Nyp said.

Lloyd Mintzmyer, interim gen-
eral manager of SHPTV at Bunker
Hill, accepted thegrant on behal f of
the station. Sen. Sam Brownback
was also part of the presentation.

SHPTV, like all television sta-
tions, faces the FCC mandate to
convertfromthecurrent anal og ser-

vicetoadigital signal by theend of
2006. Thisfunding, said Nyp, will
fund afull power digital television
transmission facility near Colby tc
servethenorthwesternareaof Kan-
sas that is currently served by six
low power transl ators.

The funding will cover a new
tower, building, transmission e-
quipment and associated process-
ing, monitoring and test equipment.

Mintzmyer said thisphase of the
digital conversion is along-range
project for SHPTV.

“Eventhoughthereplacement of
thetranslatorswasnot directly part
of theFCC mandate, webdlievethat
replacing the six low power trans-
latorswith onetranslator isamore
effective use of spectrum,”

“This new tower will cover 16
counties that have a population of
less than 60,000 people, so finan-
cially it would have been almost
impossible to provide this im-
proved service without this grant.
The USDA funding isthe key fac-
tor in getting this project started,”
Mintzmyer said.

Digital broadcastingwill meane
greatly improved pictureand sounc
forviewers, Nypsaid. Multicasting,
high-definition broadcasting, date
delivery and rural broadband ser-
viceswill all be delivered with &
digital signal.

Smoky Hills Public Television
servesnearly 431,000 peoplein 52
counties in central and western
Kansas.

Corporate headquarters for the
station are located in Bunker Hill.
Information about the station is
available by calling 785.483.699C
or online at www.shptv.org.

Legislative bill allowing quick school finance appeal goes to governor

TOPEKA (AP) — Legislation
intended to speed Kansas Supreme
Court review of ajudge’sruling on
school financeisheadedtothegov-
ernor, and Attorney General Phill
Klineisseekingtheplaintiffs sup-
port for the move.

Gov. Kathleen Sebeliushas said
she would sign the bill, which

Rain mentioned

Colby, Oakley, Hoxiearea

Tonight...Partly cloudy. Lows
in the lower 20s. South winds
around 10 mph.
Thursday...Partly cloudy. Highs
inthemid50s. Southwinds10to
20 mph. Thursday
night...Partly cloudy. Lowsin
thelower 30s. Southwinds15to
20 mph. Friday...Partly cloudy.
Highs in the mid 60s. South
winds 15 to 20 mph. Friday
night...Partly cloudy. Lowsin
themid 30s. Saturday...Mostly
cloudy.Aslight chanceof rainin
the afternoon. Breezy. Highsin
the mid 50s. Chance of rain 30
percent.

Thenumbers

Tuesday’shigh, 38

Low thismorning, 15

Records for Feb. 25, 77 in
1917 and -20in 1960

Year ago today, 15 and -4

February 2004 precipitation,
0.27 inches

February 2004 snowfall, 6
inches

Precipitation past 24 hours,
0.00

Thesources:

The forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service, and other
numbersarefromtheNorthwest
Research-Extension Center,
Colby.

clearedtheHouseonan 86-37 vote
Tuesday and won unanimous Sen-
ate passage last week.

The measure allows the state to
appeal a preliminary order by
Shawnee County District Judge
Terry Bullock holding Kansas'
school financeformulaunconstitu-
tional.

Appeals can normally be filed
only when an order becomes final
or adistrict agreestoreleaseacase
early, which Bullock has declined
todo. Bullock’spreliminary order,
issued in December, gavethe state
until July 1torepair thelaw.

Rulingina1999 lawsuit filed by
parentsand administratorsinSalina

and Dodge City, Bullock said state
aidfor school districtsisdistributed
unfairly and isinadequate to meet
the needs of all children. He sug-
gested that theroughly $2.6 billion
inannual stateaid should beraised
by asmuch as $1 hillion.

Many legislators want the Su-
preme Court tohear andruleonthe

case before they decide how and
whether to revise the formula,
which was adopted in 1992 after
Bullock declared the previous fi-
nancelaw unconstitutional .
Klinewrotetotheplaintiffs law-
yersandlegidativeleadersonMon-
day saying he was prepared to ap-
peal Bullock’spreliminary rulingas

soon as the legislation was signec
into law. “The Legislature and the
governor arecurrently strugglingtc
bring forward state policy in the
shaping of the state general func
budget,” Klinewrote. “ Theirjobis
already difficult, and the uncer-
tainty brought about by thislitiga-
tion complicatesthat process.”

Fresh from more wins, Kerry challenges Bush on issues

CLEVELAND (AP) — Fresh
from three more easy victoriesin
the Democratic presidential race,
John Kerry looked to afight with
President Bushover jobslosttofor-
eign countries.

Kerry defeated Sen. John
Edwards by large marginsin Utah
andldaho, and alsowoninHawaii,
whereEdwardsranthird. That gave
Kerry 18 winsin 20 contests.

The two leading candidates by-
passed the three states to focus on
the huge delegate prizes at stake

when 10 states vote next week on
Super Tuesday.

Two weeks after the president’s
chief economic adviser described
the shipping of American jobs
abroad as“ just anew way of doing
international trade,” Kerry wasan-
nouncing his plan to address that
situation.

Although Kerry frequently tells
audiencesthat nopresident canstop
companies from leaving the coun-
try, the M assachusetts senator said
hewill requirecompaniesthat ship

jobsoffshoretodisclosetheir plans
to the government.

“Companies will no longer be
ableto surprisetheir workerswith
apink slipinstead of apaycheck —
they will berequired to givework-
ersthreemonthsnoticeif their jobs
arebeingexported offshore,” Kerry
saidinaspeech prepared for deliv-
ery Wednesday inToledo, wherehe
a sowaspicking upanendorsement
from former astronaut and retired
Sen. John Glenn.

Kerry said that during the three

years Bush has been in office,
270,000workershavelosttheir jobs
in Ohio, site of one of the 10 nomi-
nating contests on Super Tuesday.
Heislookingfor adecisivevictory
that day to bring an end to the cam-
paign of hislast remaining major
rival, Edwards.

Kerry was spending Wednesday
in Ohio and Minnesota, and wasto
launch a new campaign ad in the
Buckeye State in which he de-
scribes Bush’s economic policy as
“anastonishingfailure” and prom-

isesto protect U.S. jobs. The com-
mercial, which also wasto run in
upstate New York, was meant to
soften criticism of Kerry’svotefor
afree-tradepact ashecampaignsin
statesthat havebeenhit hard by jok
losses.

CountingreturnsfromTuesday’s
contests, Kerry’sleadintheDemo-
craticdel egatechaseswelled to 663
in the Associated Press tally, with
Edwardsat 199, Al Sharpton 16 and
Kucinich eight. Nomination re-
quires 2,162 delegates.
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Volunteers needed for tournament

Volunteers are needed for the Colby High School Eagle
forensicsteam tournament, Thursday, March 25, starting at
2 p.m. All competitionswill be held at the high school and
morethan 20 school sareexpected to participate, said Nancy
Rundel, head coach. For thosewho canvolunteer their time,
Rundel and Linda Jones, assistant coach, urge them to call
(785) 360-5300, ext. 3504 and leave a message or stop by
the high school and pick up ajudging form.

Benefit soup supper Saturday

Therewill be abenefit soup supper and silent auction for
Charles (Chuck) Colson from 4 to 7 p.m., Saturday at the
Colby JayceeCenter (located west of Colby Animal Clinic).
Colson, who livesin Colby, has been diagnosed with Lou
Gehrig'sdisease. Proceedsfromthe supper and auctionwill
goto defray medical expenses. A free-will donation will be
accepted. Menu itemsinclude chili, vegetable and chicken
noodlesoup, vegetabletrays, cakes, coffeeandtea. Musical
entertainment is being provided by the McLemore Family
from5to 6 p.m. For questionsor information, call 460-3931
or 462-7833.

Gem Lions plan soup day

TheGem LionsClubissponsoringitsannual winter soup
day Saturday, March 6, from 11 am. to 7 p.m. at the Gem

Community Building. Theeventisfeaturingchili, veggieand
potato soups with all proceeds from the free-will donation
going toward service projects. Club members are also re-
mindingeveryonethat theLionsrecycleeyeglassesand hear-
ingaids.

Sacred Heart pre-enrollment planned

Sacred Heart School will have pre-enrollment for itskin-
dergarten and preschool from 9 am. to 3 p.m., Wednesday,
March 3, in the school lobby, 1150 W. 6th St., Colby. Pre-
enrollment is for the 2004-05 school year and parents are
asked to bring their child’s birth certificate, immunization
records and social security number with them, said Dave
Evert, principal. For questions, call theschool officeat 460-
2813.

School board meets earlier Monday

Theregular meeting of the Colby Board of Educationwill
beginat 5:30 p.m. instead of itsnormal timeof 7 p.m., Mon-
day, intheadministration building. Thereasonfor thechange
intimes, said Kirk Nielsen, superintendent, isdueto sub-state
girlsbasketball when the L ady Eaglesface off with Ulysses
at 7 p.m.inthe Colby Community Building. All board meet-
ingsare held inthe new administration building on the cor-
ner of Third St. and Grant St. and opento everyone. For ques-
tions, call 460-5300.

Program’s cutoff date set

The cutoff date for the Natural Resources Conservation
Service “Environmental Quality Incentives Program” i<
March 13. Agricultural producersinterestedin participating
can apply at any time at their local Conservation Service
Office or the United States Department of Agriculture Ser-
vice Center. For moreinformation, call 462-7671.

Daffodil fund raising event begins

TheThomas County Chapter of theAmerican Cancer So-
ciety isonceagaintaking ordersfor daffodilsasafundrais-
ing event to benefit research and acure. Bundlesare 10 for
$5 and orders can be placed by calling either TinaDreiling,
(785) 460-8677 or Stephanie Stonesat (785) 462-8076. The
deadlinefor ordering isMonday, March 1.

Send-off planned for wrestlers

Thepublicisencouraged to attend asend-off for the
Colby High School state-bound wrestlersat 9:30 am.
at the high school auditorium on Thursday.

TheEaglesqualified six wrestlersfor the4A compe-
tition at the Kansas Coliseum in Wichita.

The state getsunderway Friday morning with thefi-
nalson Saturday.
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