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Shyness is bond for moms, girls

DEARABBY: | have questions
about “growing up.” | am 15 and
want totalk tomy momabout it, but
I’'m embarrassed. We talk about
some stuff, but most of the time |
wait until | can't stand it anymore
andfinally talk to her.

Do you have any ideas about
making it easier for me to open up
to my mom? | want to just walk
through the front door and say,
“Hey, Mom, I’ vegot aquestion” —
but | can’'t. I mtoo shy.

Abby, please help!

—TOO SHY INASMALL
TOWN

DEAR TOO SHY: I'm sad to
say your question isvery com-
mon. It isrepeated in nearly ev-
ery batch of mail | receive. Teen-
age girls want to talk to their
mothers, but they are afraid to
reach out.

What | recommend ar e sched-
uled mother-daughter dinners,
one-on-onetimewherethereare
no distractions, and feelings can
bediscussed, questionsanswered
and opinionsand attitudesaired
and explained. Thisquality time
can bethebasisof preciousmem-
oriesandthefoundationfor trust
and closeness. If this seemsfar-
fetched, consider howmanythou-
sands of young girls have such
distant relationships with their
mother sthat theonly per sonthey
feel they can confidein isan ad-
vice columnist. Mothers, please
reach out to your daughters.
You'll beglad you did.

DEARABBY: My children at-
tendalocal elementary school here
inDallas. They arein kindergarten
and second grade.

Other parentshavetold meabout
apracticethat occursinthird grade
at our school. If achild’sdeskisnot
properly organized (totheteacher’s
specifications), the teacher does a
“desk dump” in front of the class
and ordersthechildtoputtheitems
back using the “proper organiza-
tion.”

| don’tthink publichumiliationis
an appropriate teaching technique.
And | seriously doubt that the chil-
dren learn anything more than fear
of their teacher.

Fortunately, the school district
does not allow corporal punish-
ment; however, this kind of emo-
tional abuse can be aimost as de-
structiveasphysical abusefor chil-
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drenthisyoung.
What doyouthink of this“teach-
ing technique” ?
— WORRIED PARENT IN
TEXAS
DEARWORRIED: | thinkitis
unacceptable, outmoded and
should be scrapped. I nstead of
teaching children, it demeans
them and causesresentment.
Sinceyou feel strongly about it,
visit the principal and confirm
that the storiesaretrue. If they
are, ask that the teacher bein-
structed about what isappropri-
ateand effectiveand what isnot.
If the teacher persists, you and
other concerned parents should
take this matter up with the
school boar d.

DEARABBY: | am7yearsold.|
livewithmy mother andfatherina
small apartment. | have two fish,
two cats, ahamster and amouse—
but | would also like adog. My
mother says our apartment is too
small. My dad saysto ask you be-
cause | practice reading through
your column. Plus, | told my dad
that | would ask your advice. Thank
you.

—AMBERIN CHICAGO

DEARAMBER: At therisk of
getting myself in the doghouse, |
votewith your mother. Twofish,
two cats, ahamster and amouse
are already quite a sizable me-
nageriefor afamily of threeliv-
inginasmall apartment. Enough
isenough.

I’'m pleased that you read my
column — it’snever too early to
start.

DEARABBY: | am 22. My fi-
ance, “David,” is 23. We are both
busy with our internships, working
and finishing our degrees. David
and his older brother still live at
home, but now that weareplanning
awedding and preparing our apart-
ment, he sometimes spends the
evening with me— having dinner,
planning, doing homework, etc.
Occasionally hestaysover. Thishas
caused his mother, “Vonda,” to
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freak out.

Vondasaysshe'snot usedtohim
being away from home. (My apart-
ment is only a mile away.) She
makesabig fussabout him not eat-
ing dinner with them or not calling
to let her know his plans. She con-
stantly tries to make usfeel guilty
about not spending moretimewith
them. But at 23, neither David nor |
think her requestsare appropriate.

TwodaysagoVondae-mailed my
parentsand accused them of allow-
ing me to do whatever | want. It's
ridiculous, becausel havelived on
my ownfor threeyearsand my par-
entshavenopartinthis. It'salmost
like she doesn’t take us seriously
and that’swhy we' re being treated
like children.

The next few months are sup-
posed to befor usto plan our wed-
ding. | don’'t want to have to deal
withthis. | don’t evenwant tobein
thepresenceof David' sparentsnow
because of their lack of respect and
civility. Must | toleratehismother’s
behavior?Am| compelledto spend
timein hisparents’ house?

— TURNED OFF IN TO-
LEDO

DEAR TURNED OFF: Da-
vid’smother appear stobesuffer-
ing from acute separ ation anxi-
ety. Both of her adult sonsstill live
under her roof and eat at her
table. Shelooksat you — an in-
dependent woman — and sees
aworldlyrival “who'sallowed to
dowhatever shewants,” stealing
her boy away.

Davidislong overduefor ase-
rioustalk withhisparents.While,
inasense, hewill alwaysbe*their
little boy,” heisaman now and
will soon be striking out on his
own.However,if he'snot goingto
be homefor dinner and plansto
stay the night at your place, it
would beconsiderateof himtolet
hisparentsknow sotheywon’t be
concerned.

Must you tolerateVonda's be-
havior ? Yes, for the time being.
Areyou compelled tospend time
withyour futurein-laws?You will
if you'reassmart as| think you
are. There’s much to be gained
fromstrongfamilyties,ifit’spos-
sibleto maintain them. | have a
hunch Vonda feels very isolated
right now. A step in theright di-
rection would be for you to ask
her for someinput on thosewed-
dingplans.
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Report on Education

We must demand excellence from
legislators as well as from students

r I \ omorrow morning more than half a
million Kansas students will walk
through the doors of our schools and

universities. Will we be ready to meet their

unique needs and prepare them for their
futures?

All of these students must learn and
experience new ideas and information in a
way that helps them grow to their highest
academic potential. Despite their
differences, they also have much in
common.

Visiting the classroom of first grader Ben
will allow you to see students learning to
read. However, Ben is not using the simple
primers of the past. He is preparing to read
both literature and technical materials.
Because of Ben’'s technical reading skills, he
will never struggle to set the clock on his
video recorder, nor will the rapid pace of
technological change ever set him back.
Technical reading will be a commonplace
requirement for the citizens of tomorrow.
As a first grader Ben already has more
computer experience than many adults in
his community, and he is eager to do more
to expand his reading experiences.

Sixth grader Luisa,
who speaks and reads
two languages, is a
talented student off to
an excellent start for a
twelve year-old. She
already has more language study in her
short years than most Kansas adults will
ever be able to complete. Luisa will be
prepared for the diversity of the Kansas
population of 2020. She will be ready to lead
in the global business and trade
environment in which our state must
compete. Her understanding of other
languages and cultures will make her a
business leader in the Kansas of tomorrow.

If you follow high school senior
LaKeesha through just one academic day,
the pace will leave you exhausted and
amazed. This talented student not only
carries a full load of advanced classes but
also has a special cell biology project she is
researching with her teacher. An honor
student, she manages this research around a
full complement of activities including
sports and the fine arts. The strong science
background she has experienced since
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elementary
school has made
her eager to
advance bio-
technology in
Kansas.
LaKeesha wants
to continue her education in Kansas but
needs a university with outstanding science
laboratory facilities.

Our Kansas classrooms are filled with
thousands of students like Ben, Luisa and
LaKeesha. They need a strong educational
system to prepare them for the future — for
our future. They need elected policymakers
who understand the need to support our
students and schools. They need elected
policymakers who won’t deprive them of an
educational system worthy of the state of
Kansas.

We must demand that our legislature
address:

* Unstable funding that has not kept up
with rising costs and inflation for nearly 10
years.

Christy Levings, an elementary
classroom teacher in Olathe, is the
elected President of the 25,000
teaching, support and retired staff
members of the Kansas National
Education Association.
kneanews@knea.org.

* Inadequate funding that has allowed
class sizes to increase for our most at-risk
students.

* The lack of resources to meet the needs
of all students and address the growing
demands for technology.

* Kansas teacher salaries that have
dropped to 41st in the nation making it
difficult to attract and retain quality
teachers.

* The lack of adequate and affordable
health care for all educational employees.

By investing in our schools today, the
legislature will ensure a healthy economic
future for Kansas. The vitality and strength
of our state is at risk if they fail to act. Our
legislators are accountable and responsible
for our future.

Many elected officials talk about how
hard these decisions will be, and how the
time is not right. But the children who
walked through those doors this morning
have only one chance to get an education,
and we cannot afford to let that chance slip
away.

For students like Ben, Luisa and
LaKeesha, the time to act is now.
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