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Shot heard round (Colby’s) world gives Eagles big win

By TOMA. DREILING
Free Press Publisher

The shot heard round the world
— Colby’sworld, that is.

That long-to-be-remembered
shot camewithjust afew heart beats
left on the clock in the game be-
tween the Colby Eagle boys and
Goodland Cowboys in the Colby
Community Building Tuesday
night.

And pulling the trigger was the
Eagles Matt Augustine.

The gamewasknotted at 51, the
clock was running down, the ball
went to Augustine who had just
enough timeto let "er fly... and he
did — bingo!

Colby 53, Goodland 51, sending
the Eaglesintothesemifinal sof the
Class4A Sub-State Tournament at
Ulysses Friday night. There, they
will takeontheLarned Indiansat 6
p.m. Larned earnedtherighttoplay
the 16-5 Eagles after beating Pratt
57-43, also Tuesday night. Larned
will bring a 13-7 record onto the
floor at Ulysses.

Theother Friday night semifinal
gameat Ulysseswill pit host school
Ulysses (17-3) against Hugoton
(11-9). Ulyssesbeat Nickerson 68-
42 to advance and Hugoton de-
feated Scott City 50-46tomoveon.

Thegamein the Colby Commu-
nity Building Tuesday night hadthe

Colby crowdin somewhat of aner-
vous state. The visiting Cowboys
rolled to afirst-quarter 14-8 lead
and at the half-time buzzer wereup
by 10, 29-19.

The game was played on even
termsinthethird period, with both
teams pocketing 13 points, but
Goodland wasstill out front by 10,
42-32.

“What todo! Whattodo!” wason
the minds of the Colby fans, the
team and the coaches.

WEell, the Eagles did what they
hadtodoandthat wasscore—BIG
TIME.

In their furious attempt to close
the gap and win the game, the
Eaglesconnected on21 BIG points
whilelimiting the Cowboysto just
9.

In the final seconds, the Eagles
fouled sending the Cowboystothe
lineandthescoreat 51-50, Colby’s
favor.

Goodland managed just one of
those charity tossesto tiethe score
at 51 and set the stage with hardly
any time remaining for Eagle
marksman Matt Augustine’s shot,
after the inbound from Jordon
Cranston, that shattered the hopes
anddreamsof thevisiting Cowboys
while breathing new life into the
hopes and dreams of the Colby
Eagles.

Wow! It was a beauty — in the
end.

Colby connectedon25of 46field
goals— Ofor 1 from 3-point range
— for 54.3 percent shooting. From
theline, the Eagleswere 3 of 5for
60.0 percent.

The Cowboys connected on 5 of
12 3-pointersand 16 of 25 from 2-
point rangefor overall shooting of
56.8 percent. From the line the
Cowboyswere 4 of 8 for 50.0 per-
cent.

The Eagles had four playersin
doublefigures— Irvin Dinkel with
17, Bruce Arnberger with 12, Au-
gustinewith 10and Brian Sulzman
with 10. Also adding to the Colby
cause was Jordon Cranston with 2
and Chris Finley with 2. Derek
Elliott saw action but didn’t score.

Watching fromthesidelineswas
theEagles Shane Stover whowas
injured in a game at Norton last
week putting him out of commis-
sion for sometime.

The win was certainly good
therapy for the wounded Eagle, as
was the standing ovation as he en-
tered the gym at the outset of the
game.

LanceTedfordledthe Cowboys'
charge with 12 points. Jase Herl
popped in 11, Derrick Raymer 10,
Jared Doke 10, Winter 4and Taylor
4.

RANDY DECKER/Colby Free Press

When they say a picture is a good as a thousand words — this is one of those pictures. This was the
final act of desperation as the Colby Eagles’ Matt Augustine (hidden in the photo near the basket) put
the ball up and in in the closing ticks to hand Colby a 53-51 win over Goodland Tuesday night at the
Colby Community Building.
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The team that, thanks to alop-
sided victory over Ulyssesin the
Colby Community Building Mon-
day night movesthemintothesemi-
finals of the Class 4A Sub-State
Tournament on Thursday night

Ramsey did not see any playing
time during the second half, while
the other three starters — Emily
Sloan, Jessica Stephensand Zanae
Baird—all sawlimitedactioninthe
second half. Colby had 11 players
total getting floor time.

each. Kausalso cleared the glass 3
times and Martin grabbed 2 re-
bounds and had 2 assists.

Ouch! Playingwithabrokentoe,
Lauren Cox came away with 3 re-
bounds, 1 assist and 1 blocked shot
and SheaM cK eewasstill sidelined
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another level. Not toobadfor apro-
gram that lacks quality facilities,
hasonethelowest budgets—if not
thelowestinthe Jayhawk West, and
islocatedintheremotecorner of the
state. Thanks to the generous sup-
port of the community we have a
chanceto competeeach season. My
staff made the decision five years
ago (Chad, my assistant and right-
hand man hasbeenwithmeall five
years) that wewerenot goingtolet
these things limit us in providing
Colby, andall of northwest Kansas,
ahighly competitivejunior college
basketball program. All thepeople
that haveparticipatedinour annual
golf benefit should be congratu-
lated onyour shareof thesuccessof
this program! There are too many
peopleto name but | must mention
LouHinesandWestern Sprinklers.
Louhasnot only supportedthegolf
benefit but has personally assisted
my professional growth and me.
Lou, thank You.

If wewintonight wewill advance
to Sunday’ squarterfinalsin Salina.
We would play the 7 p.m. game at
theBi-Centennial Center. | encour-

Congratsto coach Stephensandthe
team. The school record for the la-
dies was 24-8. This is the best
women’s team in Colby Commu-
nity College history. The Ladies
have locked up a home playoff
game for the second straight year
and will be the #2 team (dueto tie
breaker) inthe Jayhawk West. They
play Allen County in the Colby
Community Building at 7 p.m.

Themenfinishedtheregular sea
sonat 24-6 andareranked#15inthe
final NJCAA Division | poll. We
started the season ranked #7 in the
pre-season poll andclimbedashigh
as#2 on Dec. 14. Themenfinished
the season in a 3-way tie for third
place at 10-6. Due to the compli-
catedtiebreaker theTrojansarethe
#5 seed and must play on the road.
Thisisthesecond consecutive sea-
son the Trojans have finished 24-6
inregular season play.

The sophomore class has won
more games in their two season’s
(50) than any other Trojan classin
school history. This team tied the
school record with 14 consecutive
wins and also holds the second

cent) until Branden surpassed him
on Saturday night. Branden's ca-
reer mark is 180 made 3's (180 of
475 for 38 percent)

Justin Williamsisthe career and
single season shot block leader in
Trojan history. This season he has
143 and counting and during his
stellar career heisat 266 and count-
ing. Justin also has 599 career re-
boundsand 779 career points.

E.J. Drayton isthe school’s sec-
ondall-timeleading scorer passing
Larry House(1,044 points). E.J. has
1,101 points and still counting.
CurtisGatesistheschool’sall-time
leading scorer with 1,529 career
points. BrandenMillerisclosingin
on 1,000 points— hecurrently has
950 pointsin his career. Only four
Trojans have scored 1,000 points
(Terrell Harrisistheother, hescored
1,001).

All Trojan basketball games can
be heard on 100.3 FM. Also, via
Internet atj-rmarketing.net, thanks
tothevoiceof the* Rich Epp.

Andremember alsothat gamere-
ports follow in the Colby Free
Press.
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