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CrosswordFor Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

A Stitch in Time Saves Nine
The signal is probably the most valuable weapon

available to the defense, but, like any other weapon,
there is a proper time and place for its use. Take this
case where a signal proved useless, partly because
of a good play by declarer and partly because one
defender could not obey the command of the other.

West led the queen of clubs, and East signaled for
a club continuation by playing the eight. Declarer
correctly ducked the queen in order to hamper de-
fensive communications. Had South taken the
queen with the ace, he would surely have gone down.

West had no more clubs to lead and had no effec-
tive alternative move. In practice, he shifted to a low
heart, but declarer won in dummy and led the king
of diamonds. East took the ace and returned the ten
of clubs, but he was fighting a losing cause. South
won with the jack, led another diamond, took the next
club with the ace and finished with 10 tricks.

East should have realized that West’s queen of
clubs might be a singleton, in which case a signal
would be futile. To protect against that possibility,
East should have overtaken the queen with the king!

This would have fixed South’s wagon beyond re-
pair. East could then have continued clubs, dislodg-
ing one of South’s club stoppers. Whenever declarer
got around to leading diamonds, East would win,
force out South’s remaining club stopper and thus
would win the race to set up his clubs before South
could set up dummy’s diamonds.

East should know from the bidding that declarer
has the A-J-x or A-J-x-x of clubs. In either case, over-
taking the queen guarantees establishment of the
clubs before the diamonds, while at the same time
the play cannot cost East a trick. East should have
signaled, all right, but with his highest club, the king.

A Highly Sophisticated Play
There are plays that appear to make no sense but

are nevertheless demonstrably correct. Consider
this deal where you’re declarer at five clubs. West
leads the king of spades, and the question is how to
play the hand.

Let’s say you win the spade with the ace, play the
king of trumps and then lead a low diamond from
dummy. You plan to play the ten from your hand, but,
unfortunately, East produces the jack, which you win
with the king.

You next lead a diamond to the ace and play a third
round of diamonds, hoping West will win the trick,
which would ensure the contract. But East takes the
third diamond with the queen and returns a heart,
and you go down one.

You could say that the outcome was unlucky and
that the gods were extremely unkind. But, even so,
you should be willing to shoulder a goodly portion of
the blame. You could have adopted a different line
of play and thereby significantly increased your
chances of making the contract.

Although it’s certainly not the sort of thing you see
every day, the correct play is not to take West’s king
of spades with the ace at trick one! Instead, you let
him hold the trick, after which there is nothing he can
do to stop you from getting home safely.

Let’s say West leads another spade at trick two.
You win with the ace and discard a diamond from
your hand. Then, after playing the ace of trumps, you
lead the K-A of diamonds and ruff a diamond. This
establishes dummy’s 7-6 of diamonds, on which you
can later discard the K-9 of hearts, and you finish with
an overtrick.

It is true that ducking the opening spade lead costs
you a trick you didn’t have to lose, but you get the
trick back because you no longer have to lose a dia-
mond. More importantly, you gain control of the dia-
mond suit and can establish it without running the
risk that East will take the lead for the killing heart
return that defeats you.
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