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Mail options noted

Tothe Colby FreePress:

We thought K ansas residents should be aware of some re-
cent changesin the United States Senate affecting communi-
cationswith our offices.

Asyoumay know that on Feb. 2, ricin— apotent poi son—
was found in the mail room of U.S. Senate Majority Leader
Bill Frist’soffice. Aspart of the policeinvestigationinto this
matter, our offices were closed for several days and all mail
stopped.

Policealso collected mail that recently had beenreceivedin
our offices.

If you mailed aletter t our Washington officesafter Jan. 10,
please assumethat we havenot receivedit, and may notinthe
near future until thericininvestigationis compl eted.

Currently, the Senateis not distributing new mail, and we
donot know whenmail distributioninWashingtonwill resume.

Despitetheinconvenience, we hopewewill still hear form
you. Thebest optionsareto contact usby phone (in Washing-
ton or any of our state offices), by fax or by e-mail.

To contact Sen. Roberts' office, call (202) 224-4774, fax
(202) 224-3514, e-mail http://roberts.senate.gov/e-
mail_pat.html.

To contact Brownback call (202) 224-6521, fax (202) 228-
1265, e-mail http://brownback.senate.gov/CM EmailMe.htm.

You may also contact them on their Web sites: http://
roberts.senate.gov and http://brownback.senate.gov.

Weawaysliketo hear fromyou and encourageyouto con-
tact us.

U.S. SenatorsPat Roberts
and Sam Brownback
Washington D.C.

(Letter #14)

About those letters . ..

The Free Press encourages and welcomes lettersfrom
readers. Lettersshould betypewritten, if at all possible, and
should include atel ephone number and an address. Most
importantly, all lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned
letters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit for
clarity and length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject
letters deemed to be of no publicinterest or considered
offensiveor libelous.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legidlators/jmorriso

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark-

@ink.org
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Lend him your ear

Y OU will want to circle March 11 on your
calendar. That’s the date for the next Dr. Max
Pickerill Lecture Series at Colby Community
College. We may be small (asacollege) but we
pack one powerful punch, thanksto the lecture
series, founded someyearsagotobringtonorth-
west Kansas personalities of varying tastes.

ComingtotownfortheMarch 11 lecture(at 7
p.m. —freeadmission),isRobert F. Kennedy Jr.
—yep, aKennedy fromwhat most of usdescribe
asthe“Kennedy Clan.” Among those were the
|ate President John F. Kennedy, assassinated in
1963, andthelate Sen. Robert F. Kennedy — the
March 11 speaker’sfather — who served as at-
torney general and was a Democratic presiden-
tial candidate, gunned down while on the cam-
paigntrail in California.

Kennedy Jr. isan advocatein the arenaof en-
vironmental issues. He' snot aheadlinegrabbing
Kennedy, but he certainly will make you think
— perhapsdifferently thanyou now do— about
the environment. The word environment for
many of usisawordwehear about, but probably
givelessthought to than perhapswe should. Af-
ter all, we seem far removed from the swirling
environmental conversations and debates be-
coming more and more pronounced, thanks, in
large part, to Mr. Kennedy’s travels and talks,
much like wewill hear when he takes the stage
intheFrahmTheatreinthe Cultural ArtsCenter.

More background on Kennedy will be pro-
vided Free Press readers in the next couple of
days.

Kennedy joinsthelist of other notables who
havegraced our community and areathroughthe
Dr. Max Pickerill Lecture Series, namedinhonor
of one of the college’ struly outstanding profes-
sors.

Count thislectureseriesamongtheadvantages
of living in northwest Kansas. It bringsin quite
afew people from around the territory to join
those of usright here in Colby and throughout
ThomasCounty to hear thespeakers, and though
wemay, or many not agree with their positions,
we depart the Frahm Theatre alittle better edu-
cated. And that’s the purpose of a college any-
way, to educate. And thislectureseriesdoesjust

Tom Dreiling
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that. Please plan to attend. And did | mention
there’sno admission charge?

And hatsoff toTomMoorhous, lectureseries
chair, and his committee for engaging another
outstanding personality.

WELL, he'sback on U.S. soil. Helanded at
Dallas/Ft. Worth at mid-morning Tuesday. Air
Force son Lanceistaking aleave from his as-
signment to S. Koreato spend alittletimewith
wife Tobie and children Alyssa and Caleb at
Sheppard AFB, Wichita Falls, Texas. They'll
also betraveling up thisway to see me — dad,
dad-in-law and grandpa— as well as Lance's
Grandma Sally (Eberle) and Aunt Judy and
Uncle Paul (Wintz). I’'m sure they’ll venture
over to Goodland to touch base with friends.
Lance was born, raised and educated in
Goodland and that’s his hometown. He also
attend Colby Community Collegeand Fort Hays
StateUniversity beforeopting out foramilitary
career. He will also be connecting with his
brother Todd and wife Darci of Centennial,
Colo. andsister Deniseand husband Darrenand
nieceand cousin SamanthaRenee, also of Cen-
tennial. I’ msurethetimewill goby fast, andon
his34th birthday, March 31, hewill be back on
Korean Airlines for the 13-hour flight back to
Osan to serve out the remainder of his assign-
ment, returning back tothestatesinmid-August
and report for duty at Spokane, Wash. in early
September.

M ORE oxymorons:
VSanitary landfill
VAlonetogether
vSmall crowd

VNew classic

VSweet sorrow
VSynthetic natural gas
VPassive aggression
VTapedlive

VClearly misunderstood
VPeaceforce

VExtinct life
VTemporary tax increase
VTwelve-ounce pound cake
VExact estimate
VPolitical honesty

INSTEAD of asmilehisfriendswereput off
when aman sent ten different punsto friends
inthe hopethat at |east one would make then
laugh. Unfortunately, no puninten did.

THE following information should help
you decide on your plansfor this coming
Sunday. The orchestraisanorthwest Kansas
product. If you haven’t attended a concert,
here’syour chance. And Sunday’stheme
should excite.

Prideof thePrairie Orchestra
presents
“Broadway’s Gallery”
Sunday, 3:30 p.m. CST
Colby High School Auditorium
Juliann Groom — Conductor
Ticketsavailable at the door or with
“Friends of the Orchestra’” membership
Soloists:
Tremon Kizer (trombone) — Goodland
Band Director
Stacey Williams (trumpet) — Colby Middle
School Band Director
Elizabeth Waterman (violin) — Colby Higf
School student
Jackie Hess (harp) — Burlington Middle
School student

HAVE agood evening!
*kkk*x
Dreiling ispublisher of the Free Press. His
column appearsWednesdays and Fridays.
td@nwkansas.com.

Don't sweat Social Security

You may have heard that our Social Security
system is headed for trouble when the genera-
tion known as the baby boom beginsto retire.
You heard wrong.

In fact, the first baby boomers will begin to
draw Social Security benefits just four years
fromnow. Maybethenthisridiculousurbanleg-
end will finally be put to rest.

You don’'t have to take my word for it. Any-
one with a computer and a modem can go to
www.ssa.gov and read the Social Security trust-
ees' report. It showsthat theprogram canpay all
promised benefits through 2042, without any
changesat al. That’snearly four decadesaway.
Most of the baby boomerswill bedead by then.

If you're the type who likes to worry about
unlikely events that may occur in the far-off,
science-fictionfuture, you' restill goingtohave
to find something elseto worry about. The So-
cial Security trusteesplanfor 75years, andeven
for thisimmensely long period of time, the
much-hypedgapinfinancingisquitesmall rela-
tivetoour economy. Infact, itislessthanthree-
quartersof 1 percent of our national income.

To put thisin perspective, consider that the
averagewagewill beabout 45 percent higher —
— after adjusting for inflation—in 2042 thanit
istoday. Will we bewilling to pay alittle more
for our most popular federal program, in order
to financetheretirement of peoplewho areliv-
inglonger?l would guessyes, becauseour popu-
|ation hasbeen aging for decadesand Americans
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have always been willing to come up with the
money. The additional funding would be less
than our payroll tax increases in the 1950s,
1960s, 1970s, or 1980s.

Butinany case, thiswill bedecided by future
generations. In the meantime, there’s no cause
for concern. TheSocial Security trusteesarenot
tryingtopaintanoverly optimisticscenario. The
numbersaboveareassuming lessthan 2 percent
annual economicgrowth, theslowestinour his-
tory.

Andfour of thesix trusteesthat signed off on
these projections were appointed by President
George W. Bush. The Bush administration has
tried to paint as dismal a picture as possible of
Socia Security, in an effort to partially priva-
tizethe program.

A number of verbal and accounting tricks
have been used to convince millions of Ameri-
cansthat Social Security needs“reform.” One
istolumptheprogramtogether withMedicare,
which hascoststhat are projected to riseexpl o-

sively. But Social Security isaseparateprograrm
from Medicare, financed by different taxes.

AndevenMedicare’ sproblemsarenot dueto
the government program itself. Nor are they
primarily aresult of demographic changes, such
as the baby boomers’ retirement. Medicare's
cost increases are driven by the cost of health
care in the private sector, which isrising once
again at an unsustainablerate.

Infact, the United States now spends 15 per-
cent of itsincomeon health care— almost twi ce
as much as the average for other high-income
countries. Thisis a serious problem that will
havetobefixedinthenot-too-distant future. But
it haslittle to do with demographics, and noth-
ing to dowith Social Security.

There are other disturbing economic trends:
Besiderising health care costs and an increas-
ing shareof that burden being shifted to empl oy-
ees, most Americans are facing increasing job
and retirement insecurity.

Over thelast 30 years we have al so suffered
the most massive redistribution of income in
American history, in which most of the labor
forcebarely shared at al in the gainsfrom eco-
nomic growth.

There are plenty of economic problems to
worry about, but Social Security is not one of
them.

*kkkk

MarkWeisbrotisco-director of the Center for
Economicand Policy Research (Wwww.cepr.net).



