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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN A ROBBER SEES
TWO THINGS HE'D LIKE TO STEAL, I GUESS HE
DOES A DOUBLE TAKE.

JRE™?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: R equals O

Parents, teen fight about alcohol
Abigail

Van Buren

e Dear Abby

DEARABBY: | ananormal
13-year-old kid. | play soccer
and the saxophone and am sei-
ous about both.

Lately, I’'m noticing my
mom’s drinking. She threatens
all kinds of things at night: no
soccer, nosax, nosocial life. She
gets argumentative and repeats
herself. We' ve been getting into
fightsbecausesheforgetsthings
and says things she doesn’t
mean.

The other night, she grabbed
and pushed me. When | told her
to stop, shesaid she hasnothing
tolose, but | do.

Plusmy dadiskindof timid, so
hegoesalongwithwhatever she
says. HELP!

— CRAZY IN COLORADO

DEAR CRAZY: Your
mother’s drinking is out of
control, and her behavior is
destructive. Your father prob-
ably hopesthat if heignoresit,
it will goaway. Pleaseclip this
letter and give it to him. He
needstocontact Al-Anon, and
you should attend some
Alateen meetings.

Alateen is a fellowship of
youngpeoplewhoseliveshave
been affected by someone
else’sdrinking.Anactiveadult
member of Al-Anon servesas
asponsor for each group. The
number for both Al-Anon and
Alateen is(888) 425-2666, and
theWeb sitefor bothiswww.al-
anon.alateen.org.

DEAR ABBY: Last summer,
my high school sweetheartand |
linked up again at our classre-
union.Weliveindifferent states.
Afew monthslater, | visited her.

Bridge

South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.
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The bidding:
South West
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Opening lead — nine of diamonds.

A Giveaway Plan

Thereareplaysthat arebasically simple
andyet arefrequently overlooked because
they’ re somewhat out of the ordinary.

Usually, the reason for missing the play
isthatitissofar removedfromnormal pro-
cedure that it does not enter the player’s

mind.

Yetwhentheplay islater calledto hisat-
tention, he wonders how he could have

missed it.

For atypical case, examinethisdeal fur-
nished by BruceBell, New Zealand expert.
HewasWest andled adiamond against four
spades. Declarer wonwiththeten, cashed
the A-K-Q of trumps and A-K-Q of dia-
monds, then led aheart from dummy.

East followed low, and South played the

o Ld
O W 00~
MR S o N SN

North

Twomonthsafter that, shecame
to visit me for a week. We got
along great.

We talk constantly and arein
love with each other all over
again. Neither of ushaschildren
or other obligations. She has
agreedtomovehere, getherown
place for awhile, and let nature
takeitscourse. | can’'t seemyself
without her.

Her friendsthink shemight be
acting too hastily. Do you think
weneed moretime?Weareboth
38 and are ready to spend our
lives together. What do you
think?

— CONFUSED IN KEN-
TUCKY

DEAR CONFUSED: You
areboth adults. Sincethereis
nothing keeping her in the
town where shelives, | seeno
reason why sheshouldn’trelo-
catetoyours. Her friendsmean
well,I’'msure, butthey arenot
theoneswho should bedecid-
ingwhether her decisionistoo
hasty, and | think they should
butt out.

DEARABBY: | havebeendat-
ing “Andre” sincel was 12 and
hewas13.Wearenow 26and 27.
Like any couple, we've had ar-
guments. He's also cheated on
me. We have three children. He
also hasfour childrenwith other
women.

| am confused, Abby. Wehave

alot of trust issues. | have my
guardupall thetime. | lovehim.
Hewasmy first sexual partner. |
want to get married, but | can't
hel pthinking he'sgoingto cheat
again.

How canl learntotrust himto-
tally?

—C.D.INCHICAGO

DEAR C.D.: Being of sound
mind and body, that would be
impossible. Your boyfriend
hasproven at least four times
that heisnot trustworthyinthe
fidelity department. Thirteen
years of thisdistrust and tor-
ture are enough already. If |
wereyou, |'d talk to alawyer,
establish child supportand let
him go. He may be 27, but he
still hasn’t grown up.

Editor’s note: Dear Abby is
written by Abigail Van Buren,
also known as Jeanne Phillips,
and wasfounded by her mother,
Pauline Phillips. Write Dear
Abby at www.Dear Abby.comor
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles,
Calif. 90069.

Good advice for everyone —
teens to seniors—isin “ The
Anger in All of Us and How tc
Deal With It.” To order, send a
business-size, self-addressed
envelope, plus check or money
order for $5(U.S fundsonly) to:
Dear Abby, Anger Booklet, P.O.
Box 447, Mount Morris, |L
61054-0447. (Postage is in-
cluded.)
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jack, hoping East held the queen— which
would haveassured the contract. But West
took thejack withthequeenand continued
with the ace of hearts. Declarer ruffed in
dummy, but then had to lose three club

2050 .
| tricksand go down one.

All of South’splayswere correct except
thelast one.

Had heresisted the temptation to trump
West's ace of hearts at trick nine and dis-
carded a club from dummy instead, he
would have made the contract.

West, still onlead, would havebeencom-
pelled to play a club or a heart next, and
either return would have handed declarer
his10th trick.

Itistruethat South, by refusingtoruff the
ace of hearts at trick nine, losesatrick he
does not haveto lose— and to that extent
itisan unnatural play to make.

Butitisequally truethatlosingtwo hearts
to West, instead of only one, ensures the
contract — and making the contract isal-
waysthefirst considerationin bridge.

“‘Mommy, why do you keep openin’
your mouth without saying anything?”

Crossword
ACROSS 39 Conven- 2 Old 25 Rush-

1 Puts tual fogy more face
2and 2 40 Prohibit 3 “Id 26 Housing
together 42 Pure advise for a

5 Poke 45 Free against it” ship’s

8 Under- from a 4 “The compass
goes duty Usual 28 Language
recession 49 “That Suspects” (Suff.)

12 Gunky hurts!” actor 29 Austra-
stuff 50 Apiece 5 Indie lia’s

13 Singer 52 Emana- filmmaker capital
DiFranco tion Jim 30 Previous

14 Tradition- 53 Amorous 6 Whatever to
al tales glance amount 31 Rotation

15 Writer 54 Corn 7 Actress duration
Ferber spike Jessica 36 Wildcat-

16 Catcher’'s 55 Feed 8 Football ter’s hope
place the team 37 Stick with

17 Egress hogs 9 Variety of a kick

18 Online 56 Juror, maple 38 Danny
business theoreti- 10 Cheese and

20 Embank- cally choice Sandy’s
ments 57 Greek 11 Collec- story

22 Ostrich’s vowel tions 41 Evidence
cousin 58 Differently 19 Mantra in the

23 Come 21 Diva's Borden
together DOWN problem case

24 Sweet- 1 Onin 24 S.A. 42 Hen-
heart years nation house

27 Support-  Solution time: 25 mins. 43 Enor-
eda TTATF ATv mous
motion NI uvle| 44 Duel

32 Kyoto s|ulr]E N[T tool
cummer- Y TIE| 46 Funny-
bund g "E" - man

33 Rebs’ SRNEE Martin
org. MG 47 Golf-

34 Tide rival B BER course

35 Stretch P V[A[L[E[T staffers
out S TIR[EIAIS|UIRIE| 48 Record-

38 “Cabaret” |2 OfAlK AlLIN ing
star T WIEIE UINIST 51 Nosh
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