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Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Bidding Quiz
You are the dealer. What would you bid with each

of the following four hands?
1. [S] KJ7 [H] AKQ10 [D] AQ3 [C] AQ9
2. [S] Q [H] 98632 [D] AKQ10 [C] AJ5
3. [S] AK94 [H] AKQ7 [D] 8 [C] 9742
4. [S] — [H] AKJ62 [D] AJ9653 [C] Q8

 * * *
1. Three notrump. This indicates a balanced hand

of 25 or 26 high-card points with strength in all four
suits, which is exactly what you have. It would be
wrong to open with two hearts (strong), or two clubs
(artificial), planning to bid hearts next. While this
would also represent a powerful hand and be forc-
ing to game, it would not reflect the 4-3-3-3 distri-
bution and balanced nature of your hand. Most forc-
ing two-bids have attractive distributional features
and often fewer points in high cards. They are based
more on their trick-taking potential than on their
high-card strength.

2. One heart. This is the right bid, even though
your suit is headed by the 9-8 and you have another
suit headed by four honors. It should be recognized
that if partner has any three hearts, the suit becomes
playable as trumps. Furthermore, if hearts are not
bid now, the best trump suit might never be found.

3. One heart. For those whose system permits
them to open four-card major suits, it is usually best
to open the suit beneath the singleton in hands with
4-4-4-1 distribution. Here, however, the clubs
should be ignored because they are too weak, while
your other two suits are very strong. In this case, it
is best to show the two suits you really have, and in
so doing you should bid the lower-ranking suit first,
leaving partner room to respond with one spade if
he has four or more cards in that suit.

It should be added that those who guarantee a five-
card suit when they open one heart or one spade are
best advised to open the bidding with one club and
proceed from there.

4. One diamond. Here the main effort should be
devoted to identifying your 6-5 distribution. The
best way to do so is to start with one diamond, plan-
ning to bid hearts twice thereafter.

When you bid hearts next, partner will assume for
the moment that you have four hearts and five dia-
monds, but you will correct this impression on the
next round when you bid hearts again. Partner will
thus learn that you have five hearts and, because you
opened with one diamond, that you have even
greater length in diamonds.

Score One for
the Defense

There’s one peculiar thing about squeezes. Nearly
always, for a squeeze to be successful, declarer must
first attain a position where he can win all the remain-
ing tricks but one.

Take the present case, for example. Let’s say
South wins the opening club lead with the queen and
plays a heart to dummy’s ten, taken by East with the
ace. Declarer now has 10 of the 11 tricks remaining
to be played. In other words, he has achieved the
significant all-but-one position.

Let’s assume East continues with a heart at trick
three. Declarer cashes two hearts, four spades and
the A-K of diamonds, reducing his hand to the A-5-
3 of clubs. Dummy’s last three cards are the ten of
diamonds and K-8 of clubs.

But note what has happened to West in the mean-
time. He also had to come down to three cards, and
he couldn’t comfortably do that at trick 10 when he
had to choose a discard from the 10-9-7 of clubs and
queen of diamonds. Whatever he discarded, declarer
would win the last three tricks and make the slam.

Observe that East can defeat the contract if he
ducks the ten of hearts at trick two and refuses to win
the heart continuation at trick three! By declining
to win either heart lead, he prevents declarer from
reaching the all-but-one position needed for the
squeeze. It leaves South two steps away from his
objective instead of one, and the effect is that West
can retain his stoppers in both diamonds and clubs.

Of course, East must be well-versed in squeezes
to withhold his ace of hearts twice in a row, but that’s
why we so often say that defense is the most diffi-
cult part of the game.
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