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Bridge
Bidding Quiz

Youarethedeal er. What wouldyoubidwitheach
of thefollowing four hands?

1.[S] KJ7[H]AKQ10[D]AQ3[C]AQ9

2.[S] Q[H] 98632[D] AKQL0[C]AJ5

3. [SIAK94[H]AKQ7[D] 8[C] 9742

4.[S] —[H] AKJ62[D] AJ9653[C] Q8

1. Threenotrump. Thisindicatesabal anced hand
of 25or 26 high-card pointswith strengthinall four
suits, which is exactly what you have. It would be
wrongtoopenwithtwohearts(strong), or two clubs
(artificial), planning to bid hearts next. While this
would also represent apowerful hand and beforc-
ing to game, it would not reflect the 4-3-3-3 distri-
bution and balanced natureof your hand. Most forc-
ing two-bidshaveattractivedistributional features
andoftenfewer pointsinhighcards. They arebased
more on their trick-taking potential than on their
high-card strength.

2. One heart. Thisisthe right bid, even though
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Crossword
ACROSS 41 Condi- DOWN 17 “—
1 Key tions 1 Tool Game”
letter 43 Brylcreem set 19 Starbucks
6 “Chicago” dosage 2 Computer request
lyricist 44 Vivacity lan- 21 One of
9 Bee 45 Got guage the kin
follower clean 3 Bamm- 22 Wanted-
12 Perfect 47 Mortars’ Bamm’s poster
13 Noon, in mates friend abbr.
old Rome 49 Earthen- 4 Wan 24 Shape-
14 North Sea ware 5 On shifter?
feeder pots the qui 26 Climb
15 Dinette 52 Choose vive 28 Burglary
necessity 53 Starchy 6 Lapse 30 Mess
16 Races veggie 7 Artesian up
18 “White 54 Unpleas- well? 32 Hawks
Christ- ingly 8 Resume 33 Mound
mas” plump 9 Yo-Yo stat
writer 55 Biblical Ma’s 34 Ritchie
20 Sheltered posses- prop Petrie’s
21 Bando of sive 10 Eastern dad
baseball 56 Schedule potentate 36 Corruptive
23 Pitch abbr. 11 Big atmo-
24 Rival of 57 Buck- Bertha’s sphere
llie and wheat birth- 38 Station
Jimmy porridge place 39 Hebrew
25 Furniture  golution time: 25 mins. vowel
chain NERE £TaTeTs] 40 Delicious
27 Aquarium [g[olo[p L|o|r[E| 42 Trembled
fish E[D[N[A E|x|1|T[ 45 Throb
29 Hognd DO T E ‘E’ EE 46 _Exile
variety BIA|B[Y] NBEE isle
31 Impede olB| 1 E|r|a| 48 Caustic
35 Sweet LIEIN|G RIE|Y solution
liqueur Ez LSJ % 50 Blond
37 Flight- olulcla a shade
related o|G[L|E 7| 51 The Red
38 Time PIE[E[R E or the
stamp Yesterday’s answer 3-5 Black
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your suitisheaded by the 9-8 and you haveanother
suit headed by four honors. It should berecognized
that if partner hasany threehearts, thesuit becomes
playable as trumps. Furthermore, if hearts are not
bid now, the best trump suit might never befound.

3. One heart. For those whose system permits
themto openfour-card major suits, itisusually best
to open the suit beneath the singleton in handswith
4-4-4-1 distribution. Here, however, the clubs
should beignored becausethey aretooweak, while
your other two suitsare very strong. Inthiscase, it
isbest to show thetwo suitsyoureally have, andir
sodoingyoushouldbidthelower-ranking suitfirst,
leaving partner room to respond with one spade if
he hasfour or more cardsin that suit.

It shouldbeadded that thosewho guaranteeafive-
card suit whenthey open oneheart or onespadeare
best advised to open the bidding with one club and
proceed from there.

4. Onediamond. Here the main effort should be
devoted to identifying your 6-5 distribution. The
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Family Circus =« Bill Keane

best way to do soisto start with onediamond, plan-
ning to bid heartstwicethereafter.

Whenyoubidheartsnext, partner will assumefor
the moment that you havefour heartsand fivedia-
monds, but you will correct thisimpression on the
next round when you bid hearts again. Partner will
thuslearnthat youhavefiveheartsand, becauseyou
opened with one diamond, that you have even
greater lengthin diamonds.

East dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
K J102
vYQiJ11o0
¢ 1087
K 86
WEST EAST
a63 9754
Y742 YA963
*QJ2 9543
710974 *D
SOUTH
2AQ8
YK 85
®AK®G6
#AQ53
The bidding:
East South West North
Pass 2NT Pass 6 NT
Opening lead — jack of clubs.
ScoreOnefor
the Defense

There sonepeculiar thing about squeezes. Nearly
always, for asqueezetobesuccessful, declarer must
first attainapositionwherehecanwinall theremain-
ing tricks but one.

Take the present case, for example. Let’s say
Southwinstheopeningclubleadwiththequeenand
playsahearttodummy’sten, taken by East withthe
ace. Declarer now has10 of the 11 tricksremaining
to be played. In other words, he has achieved the
significant all-but-one position.

Let’sassume East continueswith aheart at trick
three. Declarer cashestwo hearts, four spades anc
theA-K of diamonds, reducing hishandtotheA-5-
3of clubs. Dummy’slast three cards are the ten of
diamondsand K-8 of clubs.

But notewhat hashappened to West inthemean-
time. Heal so had to come down to three cards, and
hecouldn’t comfortably dothat at trick 10 when he
hadto chooseadiscard fromthe 10-9-7 of clubsanc
queenof diamonds. Whatever hediscarded, declarer
would win thelast threetricksand makethe slam.

Observe that East can defeat the contract if he
ducksthetenof heartsat trick twoand refusestowin
the heart continuation at trick three! By declining
towin either heart lead, he prevents declarer from
reaching the all-but-one position needed for the
sgueeze. It leaves South two steps away from his
objectiveinstead of one, and the effect isthat West
canretain hisstoppersin both diamondsand clubs.

Of course, East must bewell-versed in squeezes
towithhold hisaceof heartstwiceinarow, but that's
why we so often say that defense isthe most diffi-
cult part of the game.
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“l hate bedtime, but | love tabletime.”
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