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s the new bed you bought actually new?

Dear Attorney General Kline:

| am considering buying a new
mattress and have heard of decep-
tive business practices involving
the sale of “ used” mattresses at
“new” mattressprices. What steps
canl taketoensurethenew mattress
| purchaseisactually new?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

Mattressescomein many differ-
ent sizes, patterns, materials and
prices, all of which must be taken
into account considering your pref-
erences. But do not let all of the
choices sidetrack you from asking
the one question that many would
deemmost critical: |sthismattress
new or used?

Kansas does not have any regu-
lation disallowing the sale of used
bedding. Itis, however, aviolation
of K.S.A.50-626 for amerchantto
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knowingly passoff “used” goods
as"new” goods. Thusif amerchant
soldaused bed (evenif only “dlight-
ly used”) as new, that merchant
would violate the Kansas Con-
sumer ProtectionAct.

How can onetell if amattressis
“brand spankin’ new?’ Herearea
few tips:

*Donot beshy: ask for assurance
that themattressyouarepurchasing
isnew. Askif it hasever been sent
out of the storefor any reason. Re-
quest that the retailer write “new
mattress’ on your sales receipt as

proof that you communicated this
termof sale.

Put theretailer onnoticethat you
will not accept delivery on a mat-
tressthat appearsanythinglessthan
new. Notethat onyour salesrecei pt
so that arefund will not be a prob-
lem if aless than new mattressis
delivered toyou.

*Ask to seethe mattressthat will
be delivered to your house before
leaving the store. It should be
sealed in plastic. Look it over as
well asyou canand signyour name
ontheplasticif you are satisfied.

Do not accept delivery of amat-
tress that is not sealed in plastic.
Look foryour signatureontheplas-
tic.

*When the mattressis delivered
lookitover very well beforethede-
liverersleave. Note any stains,

Colby Rotary Club’s

soup supper successful
Rotary’s president Jerry
Arensdorf conducted the Feb. 24,
2004 meeting. Guestswere George
and PhyllisElliot, MelissaStramel
and baby Nathan, prospective

membersShannonWellsandKevin
Taylor.

Jerry thanked Rotary members
for the outstanding work done for
the Soup Supper. Bill Biel was not
present to give areport on this
event. Nancy LePell said that Bill

House advances proposed
bill to ban gay marriages

TOPEKA (AP) — A proposed
amendment totheK ansasConstitu-
tion banning gay marriage has ad-
vancedtofinal actionintheHouse,
but with what one supporter says
was | ess support than he expected.

Representatives tentatively ap-
proved themeasureonavoicevote
Thursday.

Final approval by two-thirds of
theHouse— 84 members—would
send it to the Senate, where two-
thirds' approval would put theques-
tionto votersin November.

During a debate Thursday, the
House voted 84-35 against an at-
tempt to rewrite the amendment as
aresol ution expressing support for
both traditional marriage and Ver-
mont-style civil unions for same-
sex couples.

Rep. John Edmonds interpreted
the 35 votesfor thefailed effort as
representing oppositiontothecon-
stitutional amendment and said the
vote surprised him. Edmonds sup-
portsthe proposed amendment.

“Atthispoint, | wouldn’t bet the
ranch that it’s going to pass,” said
Edmonds, R-Great Bend.

Before Friday’s final action,
some House members said the
amendment could receive asmany
as 100 votes.

But Rep. Tom Rehorn, D-Kansas
City, who opposes it, said
Thursday’sdebatesuggested, “ You
might have more ‘nos’ than you
think.”

Kansas already has a law,
adopted in 1996, stating that mar-
riageisvalid only between oneman
and one woman.

Theproposed amendmentwould
add asimilar statement to the state

constitution, plus a prohibition on
granting benefits associated with
marriageto other relationships.

Supporterssaidthey wantto pre-
vent aKansascourt frominvalidat-
ing the existing statute.

Thebill wasfiled in responseto
aMassachusetts Supreme Judicial
Court declarationthat banning gay
marriage was unconstitutional in
that state.

“1 do believe we do have aclear
definition of what marriageisand
God ordained it many years ago,”
said Rep. Kathe Lloyd, R-Clay
Center, one of the proposal’smain
Sponsors.

Gov. Kathleen Sebeliushasques-
tioned the need for theamendment
because of the 1996 law.

“Therereallyisnoneedtogofur-
ther, in her opinion,” Sebelius
spokeswoman Nicole Corcoran
said Thursday.

Rep. Tim Owens, R-Overland
Park, offered the failed proposal
mentioning civil unions.

He said the amendment would
enshrinearestrictionintheKansas
Constitutionontherightsof certain
citizens.

“What group is going to be next
tobesingled out?” Owenssaid.

Rep. Jan Scoggins-Waite, D-
Dodge City, said the amendment
would restrict theright of her fam-
ily to see her older son get married
or enter intoaunion. Heisgay, and
her other sonisnot.

“It’s the way they were born,”
said Scoggins-Waite, drawing scat-
tered applausefromthe House gal -
lery.

“God made both of my sons, and
| lovethem both.”
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free meal.

“It was costing me more to live in my big
house by the time I had to hire everything
done to keep up the house and yard. | love it

If you are a senior citizen and want to learn
more about Fairview Estates, call for a tour and

FAIRVIEW ESTATES RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
1630 Sewell Ave. Colby, Kansas
Telephone: (785) 462-2154

— lrene Kehlbeck

Bird City, KS ~

785-734-2475

Mon. - Sat. « OPEN 5 p.m. (CT) until Closing
Grill Open 5-10 p.m. (CT)
Thank you for 10 years of support~We plan on
being in Bird City for at least another 10 years!

Featuring —

Biggest and Juciest Steaks in the Region
Wednesday Special

16 oz. T-Bone
with All the Fixens

ONLY $12.99

Friday & Saturday Special

Hand Cut Prime Rib
Plus ... Full Steak Menu
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had |eft areport with her but regret-
fully hadleftit on her desk at work.
Jerry said that the soup ran out
around 6:45 p.m.

Jeff Horlacher, chairperson for
the International Committee, said
that they would meet directly after
today’s luncheon. All committee
membersin attendancewereasked
to stay for thismeeting.

Mark Wahlmeier wasin chargeof
this week’s program. He first told
about himself and hisfamily. Mark
isalocal optometrist in business
with Jeff Morrison. Mark said that
heis pleased with the community
support for hisfamily and business.
He introduced Dan Busse, alocal
farmer. Mr. Bussegrew uponafarm
intheBird City area. In1968while
fixingafencehefound somearrow-
headsinthefield. Thissitewasex-
cavated and wasfound to be one of
the largest archaeology Early
American tool cachesin Kansas.
One of the most common types of
tools then was a spear that was
thrown with an atlatl. Thiswasthe
tool that used very largearrowheads
to kill animals like the bison. Dan
spoke of the Indians of the plains,
tribal ritualsand the differencesin
the animals of early times. It is
thought that the land here was in-
habited around 12,000 yearsago of
tribes of 50 to 100. Dan spoke on
tribesandwhat archaeol ogiststhink
might bethefirst dwellersof early
America. He said that even today
wehavealot to learn on what hap-
pened herelong ago.

tears, discolorationsor other mani-
festations of wear. If suchareevi-
dent, refusethe delivery.

*Review thelabel attachedtothe
mattress. A brand new mattress
must sport alabel listing the mate-
rialsinthe mattress. If thelabel is
missing, assume the mattressis
used and refusethe delivery.

If youbelieveyouweresoldused
bedding being told as much, you
may wish to file a complaint with
the Federal Trade Commission
(FTC).

Todosovisitthethat web siteat
www.ftc.gov or call the FTC toll-
free, 1-877-382-4357.

You may also file a complaint
withmy Consumer Protectiondivi-
sion at www.ksag.org, toll-free 1-
800-432-2310 or 785-296-9651.

Editor’s note: Attorney General
Phil Klineoffersthispublicservice
tohelp othersavoid becoming vic-
tims of consumer fraud. Although
some of the details have been
changed, the cases appearing in
this column are based on actual
complaints. For information or to
fileacomplaint, pleasewriteAttor-
ney General Phill Kline, Consumer
Protection Division, 120 SW 10th
Ave., 2nd Floor, Topeka, Kansas
66612, or call the toll-free Con-
sumer Hotline, 1-800-432-2310.

PASSIO

H R

OF THE |

Buckle up!

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Kansas State Patrol Trooper Terry Kummer showed off his
patrol car to students at Puddle Duck Preschool Thursday
morning, including his daughter Abbie Kummer and Ethan
Maier. The students learned about the importance of buckling
up and what Kummer does as a trooper. The activity was part
of a unit on transportation.

FIND THE ANSWER AT:
The Berean Church, 1000 S. Franklin
Sundays at 10:45 a.m. (Starting Sunday, March 7)

One size does not fit all.
Get a calling plan that fits you.

U Choose

Introducing new Local, Regional & National plans

Whether you call across the street or across the country,
we've got a plan that's right for you.

Come in for great deals on the latest phones.

Additional guarantee terms and conditions apply.
Open Sundays 1-5pm
Unicel Retail Stores: Colby: 1933 South Range, Suite 1 Great Bend: 1101 Main St. Hays: 4325 Vine St.

Unicel Authorized Agents: Atwood: Decision Weather Goodland: Mobile Connections Great Bend: Bass-X Sounds Hays: Horizon Appliance « Midwest Drugs LaCrosse: Dean’s Auto Sales Larned: Ralph Baird Motors, Inc.
Ness City: Ness City Monument & Sign Co. Norton: Computer Pro « Felton’s Ace Building Center Oberlin: Decision Weather Oshorne: Simmons Company Phillipsburg: Computer Pro Plainville: Saven Video

Pratt: T Communications Russell: Russell Video Sharon Springs: Amber’s Hair Design Smith Center: Simmons Company St. Francis: Poling Chiropractic ¢ Steven’s KS Territorial

St. John: Huston Floral & Glass Palace Stockton: Primetime Wakeeney: True Value

Unicel is a service of RCC Holdings, Inc. Subject to terms of wireless service agreement and calling plan details. $25 activation fee required on all new activations. $200 early termination
fee applies to each line. Credit check and security deposit may be required. Must meet applicable legal age requirements, present valid ID and have user address within the Unicel Home
Area. Requires use of approved tri-mode digital equipment. Limited time offer. Other restrictions apply. See store for details and guarantee terms and conditions.

UNICEL

part of life here.

Add up to 800 Bonus
Anytime Minutes
every month

Available on the UChoose plan
with 24-month service agreement.

1-800-GO CELLULAR (462-3558] www.unicel.com




