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Woman Is reluctant to let long time friendship slip away

DEARABBY: Every time | ask
my friend, “ Sally,” if she wantsto
hang out, she says she has some-
thing elseto do.

A fewweeksago, shesaidshehad
togoout. About anhour later, while
walkingaroundtheblock, | noticed
her car wasthere. | knocked onthe
door. Sally said she was getting
ready to leave and besides shewas
on the phone. Doesit take an hour
to get ready to go out?1 don’t think
SO.

Sally and | have been friends
sincewewere4. | don’twanttolose
an old friend, but I’m not sure she
really isafriend anymore. If sheis,
why does she keep ditching me?
Should | consider her afriend?

— DITCHED IN NEW YORK

DEAR DITCHED: Consider
her afriend, but adistant one.Not
all friendshipslast forever. People
change asthey grow. Take the
hint. Don’t beapest. L et her call
you.

DEARABBY:I’'m 14 yearsold.
A lot of timeswhen | am feeling
really happy and I’'m talking to
friendsonthelnternet, all of asud-
den | feel awave of sadness. And |
remember bad things, likewhenmy
best friend died when | was little.
But then I'll feel happy again. |
don’tknow why thishappensall the
time. What do you think?

—BUMMED ORNOT IN
ILLINOIS

DEAR BUMMED OR NOT:
Mood swings can be hor monal,
especially at your age. However,
sinceyou wer econcer ned enough
to write to me, your next step
should be to discuss the mood
swingswith your parentssothey
can schedulean appointment for
a medical evaluation. Thereis
probably nothingtoworry about,
but you should hear it from your
doctor.

DEAR ABBY: My husband,
“Lyle,” and | have a 14-month-old

Bill allowing
private prisons
ISapproved

TOPEKA (AP) — Senators ap-
proved a bill Thursday to permit
construction of private prisons, a
moveAttorney General Phill Kline
said would keep Kansas safe.

The 26-13 vote sent the measure
tothe House.

A task force appointed by Kline
to study crimeand sentencing laws
had endorsed private prisons.

“Thisis an important acknowl-
edgment by the Senatethat weneed
additional prisonspacetokeepvio-
lent criminals off of our streets,”
Klinesaid in astatement.

Under the bill, private prisons
would beregulated and licensed by
the Department of Corrections. The
state would contract to place in-
matesin such privateprisonsfor no
more than 90 percent of the cost to
houseinmatesin state operated fa-
cilities.

Kansas' prisonswereat 99.3 per-
cent of capacity at the end of Feb-
ruary, with 9,182 inmates held in
spacedesignedfor 9,244, according
to the Department of Corrections.
Kansas has also contracted with
Texasto house 96 prisoners.

InNovember, the Joint Commit-
teeon Correctionsand JuvenileJus-
tice endorsed a proposal to add
spacefor upto 256inmatesat the El
Dorado Correctional Facility, an
expansion that would cost more
than $7 million.

The Senate’s bill would require
votersin acounty where aprivate
prison is proposed to approve its
construction. Currently, residentsin
Yates Center have expressed inter-
est in attracting a prison as eco-
nomic development.

Thebill requiresthe secretary of
corrections to first seek space in
county jailsbeforecontractingwith
the private prisons.

GIVE BLOOD. ¢

SHARE LIFE] Xxx

+

American Red Cross

For more information on
donating blood, please call 1-
888-719-8929 or in the
Wichita area, 268-0834
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My two children from an earlier
relationshipandLyle ssonmakeup
our family of six. Lyleand | make
good money and we both collect
child support from previous part-
ners.

What bothersmeisLylewon'tlet
me see his paychecks or combine
our joint incomesin any way. |I've
asked if we could pool our money.
On amonthly basis, | earn more
than hedoes, so| don’t understand
hisreluctance.

I’m not a compulsive shopper.
I’ve never told him to give methe
money.

We even set up ajoint checking
account for tax purposes, but here-
fusesto put money intoit.

Abby, | feel likel’ mjust aroom-

“Th

matewho sharesexpenses. Wesplit
thebillsdowntothelast penny, and
he shops for “his” children sepa-
rately. He won't even agree to put
our insurancepoliciestogether, and
we' rewiththe samecompany! His
answer is, “I’vealwaysdoneit this
way.”

Am | wrong? | always thought
married couplessharedthings.'m
at my breaking point. Please help.

— FEELING LIKEA ROOM-
MATE, NOT AWIFE

DEAR FEELING LIKE A
ROOMMATE: Nothing can be
resolved until you and Lyleare
able to communicate honestly.
Marriage counseling could help
to bring out theissuesthat need
to be addressed. You feel “likea
roommate” becauseyou are be-
ingtreated likeone. Having been
through one divorce, your hus-
band may beafraid tocommingle
his assets with yours. (In other
wor ds, hemay feel insecur eabout
thedurability of your marriage.)
Sincelawisnot my areaof exper-
tise, you would bewiseto consult

eonlyaselectiew

an attorney about how your
husband’sbehavior could affect
your future.

DEAR ABBY: My husband,
“Todd,” and | have been happily
married for four yearsand together
for six.

We have a daughter (mine from
aformer marriage) and abeautiful
little boy together. | know beyond
ashadow of adoubt that Todd loves
bothchildrenequally. Despitesome
tough financial timesover the past
two years, we are ahappy family.

Our problem? Todd’'s mother.
She'sanegative, bitter womanwho
insists she “can’t possibly” show
our daughter the same love she
showsour son. Shesendsaffection-
ate notes to our son, none to our
daughter. She shops at discount
storesfor our daughter and only the
best shopsfor our son. She sent our
son a beautiful handmade toy and
our daughter apencil — yes, apen-
cil!

Pleaseunderstandthisisn’t about
giftsor theamount she spends. It’s
about the obvious disparity. Even
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Providing the most advanced neurological services requires a large
commitment. A hospital must be willing to dedicate staff and equipment
solely to neuroscience. It must have the world’s top experts to provide
leading-edge treatments. And it must lead the way in developing new and more
effective procedures. Isn’t it comforting to know one of these elite hospitals
is Via Christi—St. Francis?

worse, she's always saying that
Todd couldn’t possibly love our
daughter the way he does our son.
Need | tell you the damagethishas
already doneto our daughter?

We are at our wit'send. Todd is
ready to just walk away from his
mother. | know wecan’t changethe
way shefeels, but arewewrong to
insist that shenot show it soopenly
to our daughter? Help. Please.

— READY TOWALK AWAY

DEAR READY: You are not
wrong. What you havedescribed
isemotional abuseon thepart of
your mother-in-law. Her blatant
favoritismisheartless, deliberate
and harmful to your children’s
relationship with each other —
not to mention damaging your
daughter’sself-esteem. | f shefails
tocomply,you arealsojustifiedin
limitingor restrictingher contact
with them.

DEAR ABBY: My mother
passed away two years ago and |
still have many of her things. I'm
afraid that she'll think | don’'t love

her or respect her belongingsiif |
don’'t keep everything.

My question is, do you think
she’ll understand that | don’t have
alot of spacein my house? Do you
haveany ideasabout wherel could
put her things? Thank you for tak-
ing the time to answer my ques-
tions.

—WITHOUT MOM IN
WASHINGTON

DEAR WITHOUT: Your mo-
ther left her thingstoyou because
shewanted you toenjoy them. Of
cour se she would understand if
you cannot use them all. She
didn’t intend for them to be a
burden but ablessing.

Since there are more things
than you need or want, please
consider sharing therest with
other relativeswho can appreci-
ate their sentimental value. |f
that’s not possible, donate them
to a charity — possibly one that
raisesmoney to fight the disease
that took her. | can’t think of a
mor e worthwhile use for them
thanthat.

Time is Critical

A specialty hospital
inside a hospital.

The Neuroscience Center at Via Christi
provides special expertise in treating stroke,
epilepsy, brain injuries, Parkinson’s disease,
multiple sclerosis and cerebral palsy, using a
multi-disciplinary team approach. And, because
our Neuroscience Center fits neatly inside a
comprehensive care hospital, patients have
access to a complete range of services

and specialists.

The finest minds in the nation,
caring for yours.

There are fewer than 70 fellowship-trained
neurointensivists in the nation. One of them —
Dr. John B. Terry — is at Via Christi, providing
a level of neurocritical care not available
anywhere else in the state. Our physician
specialists, along with neurovascular radiology,
provide cutting-edge clinical care, helping give
patients access to the latest treatments.

Via Christi also specializes in the area of
epilepsy treatment. Teaming with Wichita
Surgical Specialists’ neurosurgeon and a
neuropsychologist, Dr. Kore Liow is one of
approximately 150 epileptologists in the
nation performing brain-mapping during
epilepsy surgery. This delicate procedure

can help patients become seizure-free and
return to a normal lifestyle.

Epilepsy Care

Via Christi’s team of specialists provides the
only treatment and clinical surgery site in the
region for epilepsy. Patients from 80 counties
across Kansas and four other states come
here for treatment.
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John Gorecki, M.D., Neurosurgeon

Mitchell Woltersdorf, Ph.D., Neuropsychologist
Kore Liow, M.D., Epileptologist

Nazih Moufarrij, M.D., Neurosurgeon

Acute Stroke Response Team

With neurointensivists and specially

trained personnel on staff, our stroke care
team can get your care underway within

15 minutes of notification. This quick-
response team, the only such team in the
region, is equipped to perform diagnostics
and procedures in the ER, saving critical time.
A neurointensivist is in charge of all your
treatment. These experts are specially trained
to administer Tissue Plasminogen Activator, or
t-PA. When this advanced clot-busting agent is
given within three hours of a stroke’s onset, it
can greatly increase your chance for recovery.

Patrice Rawlins, A.R.N.P.

Ty Schwertfeger, M.D., Neurologist

John B. Terry, M.D., Neurointensivist

Kumar Reddy, M.D., Neurovascular Radiology
Leslie Smith, A.R.N.P.

The longer a stroke goes untreated, the
more damage is done. But, if you can get
diagnosis and the proper treatment within
the first few hours, your odds of returning
to a normal lifestyle increase dramatically.
So, don’t wait! Go directly to Via Christi.
With local air ambulance services, anyone
in Kansas can be brought here in two
hours or less.

Free Stroke Care Tape
Call to receive an audio tape on Stroke Care.

For more information:

316-689-5700 | 866-689-5700

Via Christi

Regional Medical Center
Wichita, Kansas

www.viachristi.org/neuroscience



