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Is the answer in coal?

Tothe Colby Free Press:

In one newsletter it stated that gasolinewould one day cost
$15.00 agallon and suggested that when acertain high onthe
stock market wasreached, tosell all investmentsandwaitfive
yearsfor gaspricestostraighten out asthey usually doandthen
makeinvestments.

When| went tolocatethenewsletter tofind out at what price
a person should sell oil stocks (as a matter of curiosity) |
couldn’tlocateit. But found wasanewsl etter and hereiswhat
Frank Curzio, Jr. hastorelate:

TheU.S. hasmoreener gy in coal than Saudi Arabiadoes
in oil!

5Fast Factsabout Coal Bed M ethane:

FACT #1— Thereisso much methanein coal bedsthat re-
covering just 15 percent would yield enough gasto meet the
entire country’snatural gas needsfor the next tenyears.

FACT #2 — TheAmerican West holds 31.5 percent of the
nation’s proved reserves of coal.

FACT #3 — Utah, Colorado, Wyoming and New Mexico
hold an estimated one-third to one-half of the nation’s esti-
mated recoverablereserves of coal bed methane.

FACT #4— Natural gasproductionintheRocky Mountain
Regionisprojected to grow by 2.7 trillion cubic feet (Tcf) by
2025, thelargest increasein the United States

FACT #5 — Coal bed methane production has grown by
over 700 percent in the last 10 years — and we’ve only
scratched the surface!

Ms. EdnaA. Hatcher
Colby

hatcher @st-tel.net
(L etter #15)
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Maybe....just maybe

MARCH not only cameinlikealion, it also
comeinwet. In caseyou haven't been tracking
thepreci pitation, theNorthwest Research-Exten-
sion Center’s chart shows 0.74 inches fell here
sinceMonday, March 1. If you pencil in Sunday,
Feb. 29, thetotal swellsto 1.15 inches. Bundle
upall of February and Marchto dateandwehave
had 1.42 inches of moisture.

Hereishow it hashappened to date (February
and March):

e February

1st, 0.08

2nd, 0.02

4th, 0.10

5th, 0.07

29th, 0.41

About those letters . . .

The Free Press encourages and welcomes lettersfrom
readers. Lettersshould betypewritten, if at all possible, and
should include atel ephone number and an address. Most
importantly, all lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned
letters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit for
clarity and length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject
letters deemed to be of no publicinterest or considered
offensiveor libelous.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legidlators/jmorriso

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark-

@ink.org
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Total 0.68

*March
1st, 0.47
3rd, 0.05
5th, 0.22

Total 0.74

e January
Total, 0.07

*Year'sTotal todate

(Jan. 1-March 5)

1.49inches

Just maybe we' re onto something good.

IN JUST amonth, itishardtobelieve, wewill
beturning our clocksUPonehour to beginfunc-
tioning on Daylight Saving Time(Sunday, April
4). That isalso Palm Sunday. Moving the clock
upisthebeginning of extended daylight later in
the evenings. Gardening, walking, fishing,
camping, boating— whatever your fancy begins
emerging asthedaysmarchon. We' renot yet out
of thewintry grasp by any stretch theimagina-
tion because snow and cold will be with us for
sometimeyet. But out over thehorizonthetrans-
formation from winter to spring to summer is
slowly, ever so slowly, beginning to take shape.

THERE are some things you just can’t pass
up without sharing. Thisis one of those:

A manhadhituponaplantogetrich. Hewould
takeout alargeinsurancepolicy onhiswife, have

Tom Dreiling

1e My
Turn

her killed, then he would collect the insurance
and livelikeaking. A “friend of afriend” put
him in touch with a nefarious underworld fig-
ure by the name of “Artie.” Artie explained to
thehusband that hisgoing pricefor snuffing out
aspouse was $5,000. The husband said hewas
willingto pay that amount but hewouldn’t have
any cashonhanduntil hecouldcollect hiswife's
insurance money.

Artieinsisted on being paid something up
front. Theman opened up hiswallet, displaying
the single dollar bill that rested inside. Artie
sighed, rolled his eyes, and reluctantly agreed
to accept the dollar as down payment for the
dirty deed.

A few days later, Artie followed the man’s
wife to the local supermarket. There, he sur-
prised her in the produceisle and proceeded to
strangle the life out of her. As the poor unsus-
pectingwomandrew her last breathand slumped
tothefloor, themanager of the produce depart-
ment stumbled unexpectedly onto the scene.
Unwilling to leave any witnesses behind, Artie
had no choice but to strangle the produce man-
ager aswell.

Unknown to Artie, however, the entire pro-
ceedingswere captured by hidden camerasand
observed by thestore’ ssecurity guard, whoim-
mediately calledthepolice. Artiewascaught and
arrested before he could leave the store. Under
intense questioning at the police station, Artie
reveal edthesordidplan, including hisfinancial
arrangementswith the hapl ess husband.

Thelocal newspaper ranafront pagestory the
following day about the tragedy under the ban-
ner headline,

“ Artiechokestwofor adollar at thesupermar-
ket.”

PRESIDENT Bush hasunveiled hisfirst of
an expected billions of dollars worth of cam-
paign advertising thiscampaign seasonandit’s

not abad first try. | enjoyed the spin because |
watched it for its intended purpose: to reminc
me of hisleadership. But somefolksarereally
disturbed because it briefly shows 9/11 scenes
from the disaster at the Twin Towers and, they
reason “heis using that tragedy for political
gain!”

Duh?!

Thesevery same peopl e are probably among
themillionswho hailedthe President for theway
he handled everything after the towers col-
lapsed, the plane crashed in Pennsylvania anc
another hit the Pentagon.

We are asociety of short memories.

Relax. Relax. If you aregoing to get yourself
all twisteduplikeapretzel thisearly inthecam:-
paign, what'll you look like when el ection day
finaly rollsaround?A hanging chad?

Cool it.

Thereal fireworks awaits!

HERE aresomeinteresting T-shirtsrecently
brought to my attention:

VOnthefront: 60isnot old.

Ontheback: If you'reatree.

VI'mstill hot. It just comesin flashes.

VAt my age, “getting lucky” means finding
my car inthe parking lot.

VMy reality check just bounced.v

VLifeisshort, makefun of it.

VI need somebody bad. Areyou bad?

VPhysically pffffffft!

VI’'m not asnob. I’ mjust better than you are

VIt's my cat’s world. I’m just here to oper
cans.

VKeep staring....| may do atrick.

vDangerously under-medicated.

vMy mindworkslikelightning. Onebrillian
flash, andit'sgone.

VEverytimel heartheword*“ exercise,” | wast
my mouth out with chocolate.

VCatsregard people aswarm-blooded furni-
ture.

VIn God wetrust. All otherswe polygraph.

HAV E agood evening, agood weekend, anc
pencil in some church time.
*kkkk
Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press. Hi:
column appears Wednesdays and Fridays
td@nwkansas.com, call (785) 462-3963 or fa
(785) 462-7749.

Never a dull day

Following arejust a few examples of stuff (I
just love the word stuff) that finds its way into
mye-mail. Eachday | amgreeted by nolessthan
150-180 e-mails, and when Monday morning
rollsaround and | haven't opened the computer
since leaving the office Friday afternoon, that
number sswellsto easily above500. Thought you
would enjoy the ones I’ ve sel ected for this col-
umn today.

| cannot imagine anything worse than being
old. How awful it must beto havenothingto do
al day long but stareat thewallsor watch TV!
So, when the President suggested we all cel-
ebrate Senior Citizen Week by cheering up a
senior citizen, | decided todo just that. | would
call on my new neighbor, an elderly retired
gentleman, recently widowed, and who,
| presumed, had moved in with his married
daughter because hewastoo old to take care of
himself. | baked abatch of cookies, and, with-
out bothering to call (some old people cannot
hear the phone), | went off to brighten this old
guy’sday.

When | rangthedoorbell this*old guy” came
to the door dressed in tennis shorts and a
polo shirt, looking about asancient and decrepit
as Donny Osmond.

“I"'msorry | can'tinviteyouin,” hesaidwhen
| introduced myself, “but I’'m due at the
Racquet Clubat 2. I’ mplayinginthesemifinals
today.”

“Ohthat’s all right,” | said. “1 baked you
some cookies...”

“Great!” he interrupted, snatching the box.
“Just what | need for bridge club tomorrow!
Thanks so much!”

| continued, “...and just thought we'd visit
awhile. But that's okay! I'll just trot across
the street and call on Granny Grady.”

“Don’t bother,” he said. “Gran’snot home; |
know. | just called to remind her of our date to
go dancing tonight. She may be at the beauty
shop. She mentioned at breakfast (at which

TD
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house?) that she had an appointment for atint
job.”

So | went home and called my Mother’s
cousin (age 83); she was in the hospital
working in the gift shop.....

| called my aunt (age 74); she was on vaca-
tioninChina. .

| called my husband’s uncle (age 79). | for-
got..... hewason hishoneymoon. ....

| still dread old age, now morethanever. | just
don'tthink I'muptoit.

— Author Unknown

Timmy wasafive-year-old boy whose Mom
loved him very much. Being aworrier, shewas
concerned about himwalkingto school whenhe
started kindergarten. She walked with him the
first couple of days, and at the end of the week,
he came home from school and told hismother
that he did not want her walking him to school
everyday. He wanted to be like the “big boys’
he protested loudly.

She had an idea how to handle the situation.
She asked a neighbor, Mrs. Goodnest, if she
would pleasefollow himto school inthemorn-
ings, staying at a distance, so perhaps he
wouldn’t notice her. Mrs. Goodnest said that
sinceshewasup early with her toddler anyway,
it would be a good way for them to get some
exercise aswell, so she agreed.

The next school day, Mrs. Goodnest and her
little girl, Marcy, set out following behind
Timmy as he walked to school with another
neighbor boy heknew. Shedidthisfor thewhole

week. Asthe boyswalked and chatted, kicking
stones and twigs, Timmy’slittle friend noticec
thesamelady wasfollowingthem assheseemed
to do every day all week. Finally he said to
Timmy, “Haveyou noticed that lady following
usto school all week? Do you know her?’

Timmy nonchalantly replied, “ Yeah, | know
who sheis.”

Thefriend said, “Well, whoisshe?’

That's just Shirley Goodnest,” Timmy re-
plied, “and her daughter Marcy.”

“Shirley Goodnest?Whoissheandwhy isshe
following us?’

Timmy explained, “Well, every night my
Mom makes me say the 23rd Psalm with my
prayers, ‘ cuz sheworriesabout mesomuch. And
in the Psalm, it says ‘ Shirley Goodnest and
Marcy shall follow meall the days of my life;’
sol guess!’ll just haveto get used toit!”

—anonymous

Theteacher announcedtoher first gradeclass
that they would start the day with the Pledge of
Allegiance. Sheinstructedthemtoputtheir right
hand over their heart and repeat after her. She
looked around the room as she started the reci-
tation, “| pledge allegianceto theflag...”

When her eyesfell uponlittle Nathan sheno-
ticed his hand over the right cheek of his but-
tocks. “Nathan, | will not continueuntil you put
your hand over your heart.”

Nathan replied, “Itisover my heart!” After
several attemptstoget littleNateto put hishanc
over hisheart, the teacher asked, “Why do you
think that iswhereyour heart is?’

“Because every time my Grandmacomesto
visit, she picks me up, pats me here, and says,
‘Bless your little heart,” and my Grandme
wouldn'tlie!”

Got something for “ At Week's End?” Just e-
mail td@nwkansas.com, fax (785) 462-7749,
call (785) 462-3963 or mail to 155W. 5th, Colby,
Kan. 67701. Thanks!



