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JoAnne Sunderman, director of Pioneer Memorial Library checked outitems Thursday morning
for the Friends of the Library benefit auction to be held on Saturday at 10 a.m. Iltems for both the
silentandregularauction are ondisplay atthe library. TNT Auction is the auctioneer for the event.
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Much warmer

Colby, Oakley, Hoxiearea

Tonight...Mostly clear. Lows
in the lower 20s. Southwest
winds5to 15 mph.

Saturday...Mostly sunny in
the morning then becoming
partly cloudy. Warmer. Highsin
themid 50s. Southwest winds 10
to 15 mph shifting to the north-
west 15 to 20 mph in the after-
noon. Saturday night...Partly
cloudy. Lows in the lower 20s.
West winds 5 to 15 mph and
gusty. Sunday...Mostly sunny in
the morning then becoming
partly cloudy. Highs in the mid
50s. West winds 10 to 15 mph.
Sunday night through M onday
night...Partly cloudy. Breezy.
Highsinthemid50s. Lowsinthe
mid 20s.

Thenumbers

Thursday’shigh, 36

Low thismorning, 30

Records for March 5, 83 in
1910and-9in 1960

Year ago today, 31 and 2

Precipitation past 24 hours,
0.22

Marchtotal, 0.74

March snowfall, 1inch

Soil temperature, 37

Thesources:

The forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service, and other
numbersarefrom the Northwest
Research-Extension Center,
Colby. A recorded forecast up-
datedthroughout theday isavail-
able by calling (785) 899-7119.
Current temperatures are avail-
ableby calling 460-TEMP.

Concern voiced over Willow-

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

One member of the Colby City
Council voiced concern about ap-
proving the design phase of an en-
gineering contract for Willow and
Franklin during the meeting held
earlier thisweek.

Councilman Jim Tubbswastal k-
ing specifically about Willow
Street, which is currently the re-
sponsihility of Thomas County.

Even though there were some
disagreementsabout theroadanda
separate issue regarding negotiat-
ing proposal sbrought up by Tubbs,
inthe end the vote was unanimous

to approve Penco Engineering, the
city’sengineeringfirm, tobeginthe
design phase for street improve-
ments. Councilman Herb
Sunderman, however, was absent
from the meeting.

Initially, thereason for contract-
ing Penco Engineeringwastolook
at Willow and Franklin Streets be-
cause of the talks with Wal-Mart
representativesinrecent weeksand
their interest in buying land that is
in close proximity to those roads.

Tubbs primary objection to ap-
proving the contract with Penco
wasthat Willow Street doesn’'t be-
long to thecity.

Crop specialist says:

Dryland wheat could
suffer from big losses

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Prospects for dryland wheat in
northwest Kansas are bleak.

Roger Stockton, Northwest Re-
search-Extension Center soil and
crop specialist, said even with the
rain, conditions still aren’t what
they could be. He estimated half of
the planted dryland wheat crop in
the area could be insurance losses
or failures.

“That’samajorimpact,” hesaid.

Stockton said the precipitation
thisweek has hel ped.

“It’s better than not getting the
rain,” he said. “Some areas still
haven't gotten enough rain to do
any good.”

Much of thedrylandwheat inthe
nine-county northwest Kansasarea
won'thavemuch potential for grain
production.

Stockton said wheat that was up
and greening up could have some
potential. Other fields have no
cover, which isaconcern because
March winds will blow away top-
soil fromfieldsthat haveno protec-

tion.

Hesaid it's anyone's guess how
thingswill turn out and it will take
threeto four weeksto get ahandle
onjust what theconditionwill turn
out to be.

“It'sstill going to be pretty vari-
able around the area,” Stockton
said.

Only acool, wet spring could
makeaslight difference but Stock-
ton said thewheat still won't have
much of ahead onit.

“The majority wasn't planted at
athick enough density to be com-
ing up thislate,” he said, adding
whenwheat comesupinthefall, it
usually puts out 6-8 tillers which
grow into 6-8 headsin the spring.

However, when wheat doesn’t
come up until spring, like much of
the crop this year, it puts out less
tillers, losing potential grainheads.

He said if the wheat wasn't up
beforenow, it probably won’'t come
up.
Stockton said irrigated wheat is
in“reasonable condition” because
producers have kept enough water

on their fields, but with corn anc
soybean prices up, some farmers
might replacetheir wheat with one
of thosetwo cropstotakeadvantage
of the higher prices.

Mike Brown, a local wheat
grower, saidtwo-thirdsof thewheat
on his2,000 acresdidn’t come up.

“We'reall dryland,” Brownsaid.
“The conditions are asbad as |’ ve
ever seen them.”

He said at this point, thereisn't
muchtilleringinthewheat. Brown
said he doesn’t know how much
good the moisture will benefit the
crop at thispoint.

Another concern is the lack of
root system in the wheat. He said
farmers will have to wait and see
how much winter kill therewas.

John Strecker, manager of Hi-
Plains Co-op, said only time will
tell how the crop will turn out. He
said it's too early to guess how
thingswill turn out because of the
recent precipitation.

“Nowwe' Il havetowaitand see,”
he said. “1 don’t know what this
wheat could dothat comesup now.”

Confident of bill’s passage

TOPEKA (AP) — Supportersof
abill allowing Kansans to carry
conceal ed handguns are confident
Thursday that the measure would
pass the Senate but concede the
margin probably will not be veto-
proof.

The measure’s backers say the
proposal wouldlet Kansansprotect
themselves. Opponents believe it
would causemoregun-rel ated vio-
lence.

The House approved the bill
Thursday on avote of 78-45— six
fewer votesin favor than would be

“Why do we want to pay
$125,000 on a street that doesn’t
belong to us?’ Tubbs asked other
council members.

Carolyn Armstrong, city man-
ager, explained to Tubbsthat at the
last meeting, the council approved
annexingthelandWal-Martisinter-
ested in buying into the city. How-
ever, theannexationdidnotinclude
Willow Street, although that isn't
expected to be a problem between
the county and city for improve-
ment responsibilities.

Whileonthesubject of Wal-Mart
anditsplansto locate asuper store
here, Tubbs also questioned

needed to override aveto.

Gov. Kathleen Sebeliushas said
repeatedly she supports allowing
only retired law-enforcement offi-
cialstoreceiveconceaedcarry per-
mits. A spokeswoman said Wednes-
day that if a broader measure
passed, it’ sdoubtful Sebeliuswould
signit.

Inthe40-member Senate, where
27 votes are needed to override a
veto, Sen. Phil Journey predicted
the bill would receive 21 to 24
votes. Journey, R-Haysville,whois
oneof itsstrongest supportersinthe

chamber, saidtheoddsof amassing
aveto-proof margin were “pretty
thin.”

In the House, Rep. L. Candy
Ruff, D-Leavenworth, said
Sebelius’ influence with fellow
Democratsaccountedfor thefailure
to veto-proof the bill in that cham-
ber.

“Democratsareloyal to our gov-
ernor, and at this point, she's got
problemswith the bill,” said Ruff,
who is one of the measure’s prime
sponsors. “ If shechangesher mind,
| feel many of themwill follow her.”

Franklin project

Armstrong on who negotiated the
agreement for a52-48 percent split
on the street improvements.

Tubbssaidhisreasonsfor asking
were to clarify whether or not the
city manager has the authority to
negoti ateagreementswith develop-
ers.

In response, Armstrong said she
does not make agreements nor ne-
gotiate deals.

“Thisiswhat the council does,”
shesaid.

As for the percentages, Joel
Kriss, city attorney, told Tubbsthat
the 52-48 percentage split were
numberstheWal-Mart peoplecame

upwithandtheagreementswereall
donein their terminol ogy.

Armstrong only brought Wal-
Mart’s proposal to the council and
fromthere, itwouldbethecouncil's
decisionwhether to agree or re-ne-
gotiate.

Eugene Wieland, council presi-
dent, saidwhilehedoesn’t want the
road (Willow Street), hedid say the
council needs to make informeg
decisions and will need the engi-
neering firm’sinput for that.

“1 dobelieveweneedto spendthe
money for this, but it can be can-
celed at any time with adjustments
(inthe contract),” Wieland said.

Bombs explode In Irag ahead of interim constitution

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — Mili-
tantsfired mortar roundsat theair-
port and two roadside bombs ex-
ploded Friday, hours ahead of a
signing ceremony for thecountry’s
interim constitution, a key land-
mark in U.S. plans to hand over
power to Iragis by June 30. Noin-

jurieswerereported.

The signing of the document,
scheduled for Friday afternoon
amidtight security, wasdelayedfor
nearly aweek — first by tough ne-
gotiations among members of the
Iragi Governing Council that went
beyond aFeb. 28 deadline, then by

athree-day mourning period fol-
lowingtwo suicideattacks Tuesday
that killed scoresof Shiitepilgrims
on the holy day of Ashoura

The top U.S. administrator, L.
Paul Bremer, and chief Britishrep-
resentative Jeremy Greenstock
mediated with council members

throughthenightinamarathon ses-
sion that sealed the deal around
dawn Monday.

Compromises were struck on
someof thetoughestissues, particu-
larly therole of Islam and federal -
ism. The draft recognizesIslam as
asourceof legislation. Inaconces-

siontoreligiousconservativeswho
wanted | slamtobethemainsource,
it also states that no law will be
passedthat violatesthetenetsof the
Muslimreligion.

It also accepts the principle of
federalism but leavesit to afuture
elected national assembly.
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Singles dancetonight

TheColby Singlesdanceisplannedfor tonightfrom8p.m.
to midnight with entertainment provided by “Off Limits,”
featuring Dick and Maybelle Moore and Bill Summers, all
of Colby. All single people and alumni areinvited. For de-
tails, call Don Birzer, 462-2127.

County Commissioners to meet

The Thomas County Commissionerswill meet at 9 am.
Monday at the courthouse. Items on the agendainclude a
monthly landfill report from supervisor Larry Jumper. The
meeting isopento the public.

‘Shelter operations’ class planned
TheThomas County American Red Crossissponsoring a
“Shelter Operations’ classon Tuesday, startingat 6 p.m. The
classisopento peopleinterestedin assisting at winter storm
sheltersthat are opened whentheroadsare closed or anyone
wantingto becometrainedtorespondtolargescal estateand

national disasters. The class will be held at the chapter of-
fice, 350 S. Range, Colby. Call (785) 462-7161 toregister.

Free workshop planned

Colby Community Collegewill host afree workshop on
thenew KansasDestination-Based SalesTax Law on Thurs-
day, March 25, in the Colby College Student Union, Room
106. The 90-minute session will beginat 9 am. This pro-
gramisbeing provided at no charge as a business outreach
serviceof theColby Collegecommunity servicedivision. For
information call Barrett at (785) 462-6215 or email
<mailto:|barrett@kspeach.com>|barrett@kspeach.com.

Musicians wanted for praise rally

A pre-national Day of Prayer rally isbeing organized on
Wednesday, May 5 with “ A Night of Praise and Prayer” as
thetheme. Coinciding with thisevent, musiciansand vocal -
istsare wanted to participate on apraiseteam or to perform
specia musicduringthat evening. Pastorsandlay peopleare
also needed to offer specific prayers for the specific needs

of the country, said Karen Merryman. For questions or tc
volunteer, call her at 460-9077.

Orchestraperforms Sunday

ThePride of the Prairie Orchestrawill celebrate the win-
ter season with a concert entitled “Broadway’s Gallery” at
the Colby High School auditorium on Sunday at 3:30 p.m.
Admissiontotheconcertwill beby Friendsof the Orchestre
membership or tickets available at the door.

After 5 Club planned Tuesday
TheHighPlainsKansasAfter 5 Clubisinviting everyone
toits dinner party “This Old House,” from 7 to 8:30 p.m.,
Tuesday, March 9, at the Shepherd’ s Staff Conference Cen-
ter in Rexford. Reservations and/or cancellations for the
March dinner party must bereceived no later than Saturday
by calling Carol Bohme, (785) 462-2791 or Janis Bakan at
(785) 672-3809. Another reservation alternative is to con-
tact Lori Haberer by e-mail at: lorihaberer@hotmail.com
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