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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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Saturday’s Cryptoquip: MY DAD FINALLY
KNOWS WHAT POISON IVY LEAVES LOOK LIKE.
HE LEARNED IT FROM SCRATCH.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: H equals D
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Mom outraged with child care
Abigail

Van Buren

e Dear Abby

DEARABBY: | am28yearsold
and asurvivor of childhood sexual
abuse.

Recently, afriend I’ [l call “ Toni”
asked if my 5-year-old daughter,
“Chris,” could stay overnight with
her 4-year-old son. | have always
said no, but thistime Chriswanted
sobadly todoitthat | said yes.

Toni knowshow protectivel am.
Sheassured me Chriswouldbesafe
in her care. So my husband and |
went to amovie and dinner. Since
we were in the neighborhood, we
stopped by around 10 p.m. to check
on our daughter. When we arrived,
we found Toni had gone to a party
and left the children with ateenage
baby sitter.

Thechildrenwereupstairsjump-
ing on the bed and raising Cain. |
washorrifiedthat my child had been
left with astranger when my friend
had assured me shewould bethere.
Wepackedupour littlegirl and|eft.

Toni called later to find out what
happened. | explained my feeling
that she should not have left Chris
with a stranger without discussing
itwithmefirst. Shecalled mepara-
noid and said | haveamental disor-
der and that | can’t always protect
my child. Abby, | am not asking for
advice. | amaskingforyouropinion
sothat | canproveapoint. | wantto
open other parents’ eyesto thefact
that in this day and age we must do
whatever isin our power to protect
our children— nomatter whosetoes
we step on.

— PARANOID MOTHER

DEAR PARANOID: | agree
that parents must do everything
they cantoprotect their children.
However, that is not what your
letter isreally about. Your friend
waswrong to lead you to believe
she would be supervising your
daughter when that wasn’t the
case. It wasdishonest and unfair,
and | don’t blameyou for taking
your child home. | see nothing
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Opening lead — jack of spades.
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wrong with parents socializing
with other adultsandleavingtheir
childrenwith aresponsiblesitter.
But parentsshould havetheright
to screen the sitter themselvesif
they wish.

DEARABBY: When my daugh-
ter returned to college after Christ-
mas break, my live-in boyfriend,
“Ollie,” informed methat heconsid-
ersher to bea“guest” in our home
andthat shehad overstayed her wel-
come. | feel that since sheistill in
school and my dependent, my home
is her home and sheiswelcometo
spend her breakswithme. My other
daughter starts college in the fall,
and| don’t want her tofeel that she,
too, isa*“guest” when she comes
home. This has been eating at me,
Abby. | love Ollig, but thereare no
“choices’ betweenmy childrenand
him. I thought heliked my children.
| wanttotalk toOllietofind out why
hefeelsthisway, and | am prepared
to ask him to moveout if heisfirm
about this.

Amljustifiedindrawingtheline?

— HURT AND CONFUSED

DEAR HURT: You certainly
are.Becauseyour live-inappears
tobeboth presumptuousand con-
trolling, beglad that he spokeup
now. A child coming homefor a
holiday vacation ishardly a ma-
jor invasion. Consider very care-
fully what hisattitude will mean
for youinyearstocome. Itisyour
daughters homeaswell asyours,
and he should not be dictating
how long they should stay.

DEARABBY: | havetwofriends

who divorced during the past year
and now sharecustody of their chil-
dren. Duringarecent argument, they
beganfighting over whogetstokeep
thechurchand theminister. Sowhc
does get custody of the minister?
— THEMINISTER

DEAR MINISTER: Do not al-
low yourself to be drawn into
something so petty. Both parties
should be able to attend your
church if they wish; thereisusu-
ally morethan oneserviceon Sun-
day and separate sections in
whichtositif they should happen
toshow up at thesametime.

If they cannot agreeto behave
like civilized adults, then which-
ever onejoined the church first
should remain.

DEARABBY: | havetwofriends
who divorced during the past year
and now sharecustody of their chil-
dren. Duringarecent argument, they
beganfighting over whogetstokeep
thechurchandtheminister. So, Dear
Abby, who does get custody of the
minister? Thisisanew oneon me.

—THEMINISTERIN
QUESTION

DEAR MINISTER: Do not al-
low yourself to be drawn into
something so petty. Both parties
should be able to attend your
church if they wish; thereisusu-
ally mor ethan oneserviceon Sun-
day and separate sections in
whichtositif they should happen
toshow up at thesametime.

If they cannot agreeto behave
like civilized adults, then which-
ever onejoined the church first
should remain.
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a contract that could have been defeated.

Sometimes this happens because the de-
fendersdipeventhoughthecorrect defense
isfairly obvious, and sometimesit happens
because the winning defense is compli-

cated or hard to spot.

However, there is also another type of
situation wherethe defense goes awry be-
cause declarer leads the defenders astray,
causing them to go wrong in a perfectly

innocent way.
Hereisacaseof thissort.

The deal occurred in the 1980 London
Sunday Timeslnvitational Pair Champion-
ship. Declarer at four heartswasoneof the
world’stop players, Bob Hamman, and he
was faced with the task of trying to make
the contract even though he had four obvi-

ouslosers.

In an effort to mislead the opponents,
Hamman made the extraordinary play of
covering West’s jack-of -spades |ead with
dummy’squeen at trick one— eventhough
Hamman held only the singleton ace. Ev-
erythingwent accordingto planwhen East
covered with the king and South wonwith

theace.

Next came the K-Q of trumpsfollowed
by alow club to dummy’sking and alow
club back to thejack, queen and ace. West
nowtriedtocashthetenof spades—hehad |' |° [°
no way of knowing that South had started
with the singleton ace— and all of asud-
den Hamman wasin full control.

Heruffedthespadeten, cashed theten of
clubs, discarding adiamond from dummy,
andthenruffedaclub, establishinghisfifth

clubasatrick.

After ruffing dummy’s last spade,
Hamman discarded another diamondfrom
dummy onthesix of clubs, concededadia-
mond trick and ended up making the con-
tract with an overtrick to complete his
seemingly impossible mission.

“Do you still recognize me with my
new shirt on, Grandma?”
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