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A former
Colbyite

meets Bush

One former Colbyite received
happy birthday greetings from
President George Bush during a
luncheon in North Carolina re-
cently.

Sgt. Jesse C. Doze, withtheU.S.
Marine Corp, was one of many
Marines to have lunch with Bush
andtheFirst Lady, LauraBush, as
part of thepresident’svisitto Camp
LeJeune, N.C., where he spoke to
families of soldiers servingin Ku-
wait and Irag. ahappy birthday dur-
ing aluncheon in North Carolina
recently.

According to Doze mother,
Vicki, now living in Wichita, she
said her son leaned towards the
President and askedif hewouldsing
“Happy Birthday.”

Apparently, astaff sergeant had
told Doze that he would give him
$50if he could get the President to
sing happy birthday to him.

In recounting the event, Doze
mother saidthePresident leanedin
towards her son and whispered,

President George Bush wishes
Sgt. Jesse C. Doze a happy
birthday.

“Who's birthday isit?’ with Doze
leaningintowardsthePresidentand
whispering, “1t'smine, Sir.”

The President slapped Doze on
the arm, shook his hand and said,
“Well, happy birthday, how old are
you today?’

Doze is with the Camp Geiger
School of Infantry and is a small
weaponsinstructor. Hisparentsare
Vicki and Kent Doze, who livedin
Colby and Brewster for many years
before moving to Wichita.

“It was a unique experience for
Jesse,” hismother said.

“Itwasanhonor for Jesseand the
other Marinesto havetheir picture
taken with the president and his
wife — something most of us can
never claiminour lifetime.”

State continues to sufter from drought

MANHATTAN — Kansas still
is suffering from drought, despite
therainsthat cameat theend of Feb-
ruary andarelikely tofall inabove-
average amounts through much of
March.

“The rains are welcome, of
course — except when they cause
flooding problems,” said Mary
Knapp, Kansas, stateclimatol ogist.

“They’ ve also been much more
widespread than previously. Even
northwest K ansas has gotten some
moisture.

In drought-troubled Colby, for
example, March 1 brought almost
one-half inch of rainfall. That was
more moisture than Colby had re-
ceivedthisyearinDecember, Janu-
ary and February ... combined.

“But our current drought was a
long time in the making, and it
won't disappear overnight. Infact,
by late spring we could lose all of
the recovery we' re making now.”

Thus far, long-term predictions
aresuggestingthat after March, the
statehasevenodds. It'saslikely to
be drier than normal asitisto be
wetter than normal, she said.

“Unfortunately, the outlook for
summer’s temperatures isn't that
favorable. They’ re expected to be

To help Kansans understand
how their statecan beinadrought
whileexperiencingdrift-building
snowfallsandthenfloodingrains,
state climatologist Mary Knapp
explainsthemoisturesituationin
termsof afinancial budget:

“Several years ago, your boss
starting cutting your pay by ir-
regular, but significant amounts.
You haven't been ableto live on
your monthly salary. You' ve had
todipinto your savingstime and
again. “So, now your (rainy day)
fund is gone. You haven’t even
got enough buried in the back
yardtomeet thehighbills, suchas

A droughtthat floods?

taxes and insurance, that just
comeat certain times of year.

“Like asingle big rainfall, a
Christmasbonuswon’t immedi-
ately get you back to where you
used to be. A Christmas, Valen-
tine'sand Easter bonuswon, t do
thejob.

“Youneedyour salary toreturn
toitsnormal level and stay there.
Atthat, buildingupyour savings
again will take a long time,
though; so, your regular salary
plusaraisewould beeven better.

“Andthesameholdstruewhen
recovering from adrought,” she
said.

above normal — which translates
into a greater demand for water.
Moisture evaporates more quickly
whenit'sunusually hot. Plantsneed
moreirrigating. Peopletendtotake
more showers, wash more clothes
andplay inthewater more,” Knapp
said.

S0, odds are, those who plan on
planting thisspring shoulddo so as
early as possible. That will give
plantsabetter chanceof getting es-

Gavy marriage ban divides state’s Democrats
y ag

TOPEKA (AP) — Although
Kansas Democratsdeny asplit ex-
istsin their political party, not ev-
eryoneat the party’s state commit-
tee meeting were opposed to apro-
posed amendment to the Kansas
Constitution that would ban gay
marriage.

Thedivision struck an awkward
tonein atwo-day affair sponsored
by the Kansas Democratic Party.

The gay marriageissue came up
Saturday, toward the end of a
largely uneventful business meet-
ing of the state committee.

A proposed amendment to the
Kansas Constitution passed the
House 88-36 on Friday. The mea-

Identification
program raises
some questions

INGALLS (AP) — In western
Kansas, where feedlots are so vast
that one even rates its own scenic
overlook along U.S. 50, cattlemen
see mandated livestock identifica-
tion asinevitable.

But somesay abill inthe Kansas
Legislaturethat would start astate-
wide program — which could be
folded into a national program if
oneiscreated—isanoverreaction
toaminor threat.

“1 don’'t know if mad cow isthe
only thing driving this,” said Ken
Winter, owner of Winter Feed Yard
west of Dodge City.

Thelivestock identification bill,
which passed in the House, gives
state Livestock Commissioner
George Teagarden the authority to
start taking inventory of cattle and
feedlotsacrossthe state.

Teagarden proposedtheprogram
tohelptrack farmanimalswithdis-
eases such as bovine spongiform
encephal opathy, or mad cow, after
thefirst U.S. casewasconfirmedin
December inWashingtonstate,ina
Canadian-born cow.

Federal officialsare working on
anidentification plan and have en-
couraged statesto prepare for par-
ticipation. Winter believesthegoal
of proposed livestock I D programs,
whether stateor federal, istocreate
a48-hour “traceback” of livestock
if acontagious diseaseisdetected.

sure would ban gay marriages and
civil contractsin Kansas, defining
marriageasbetween“onemanand
onewoman.”

Theissueevenly divided Demo-
crats on the House floor, where
about half votedfor themeasureand
half against.

Steve Brown, chairman of the
Kansas Democratic L esbian, Gay,
Bisexual and Transgendered Cau-
cusreadthenamesof the21 Demo-
crats who voted against the pro-
posed gay marriage ban at the
party’s committee meeting.

But Brown stopped short of de-
nouncingthe proposed amendment
to the committee. Instead, he and

othersdenounced the effort to stop
gaysfrommarrying, saying Demo-
crats “should fight any and all at-
temptsto definemarriagein abig-
oted and biased way.”

“We do not want to take the bait
of the Republicans and focus our
time, manpower and money onthe
possible disharmony that could be
caused by thediffering convictions
of al of uswithintheparty,” Brown
said.

Thedisplay garnered a standing
ovationfromall but ahandful inthe
crowd.

House Minority Leader Dennis
McKinney supported the gay mar-
riage ban.

reer in education.

March is National
Women’s History Month

When she was a child, Cheryl Brown lived four blocks from a
school. But theschool wasall-whiteand sheand her sister, Linda, were
black. Their father challenged segregation in the famous 1954 Su-
preme Court case of Brown vs. Topeka Board of Education.

But the casewasn’t just about going to school withwhitechildren,
it was about opportunity. With opportunity, Cheryl went on to aca-

In 1996 shewasthefirst AfricanAmericantorunfor theU.S. House
of Representativesfrom Kansas. Sheal so spearheaded the preserva-
tion efforts of the Monroe school, aformer segregated school in To-
peka. Today, Cheryl and her sister operate an educational consulting
firm and direct the Brown Foundation.

15in Colby.

Recognition of Cheryl Brown Hender sonwasbrought toyoubythis
newspaper andthelocal committeefor theKansasChautauqua, which
ishosting “ Bleeding Kansas. Wherethe Civil War Began” June 11-
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The Thomas County Interagency Coalition
and the Regional Prevention Center would
like to thank all parents who returned a

Parent Survey.

Winners of Colby Chamber Bucks:

-

$10

$50 ~
$25 ~ Jef
$10 ~

$100 ~ Kristy Rubio
Sharon Funk

f Krzycki
Melinda Harold
$10 ~ Kenny Withington

ticket number 203193
kChi(dren of these parents are winners too of $50, $25, $15 or $ IOJ

~

Information from the Parent Survey will be used to create
a campaign to reduce underage drinking in our

community. For information call 462-8152.

This project is funded by a Drug-Free Communities Support Program grant from the U.S.
Department of Justice/Office of National Drug Control Policy/Office of Juvenile Justice and

Delinquency Prevention.

tablished or starting to mature be-
fore the temperatures soar. Two
long-term trends that Knapp’s
analyses have uncovered may also
affect the state, schancesthis sum-
mer.

Overall, the rainfall was higher
than the long-term average. But,
justasimportant, westarted getting
more moisture than normal in late
winter andlessthannormal inJuly-
August.

“That hashadimportantimplica
tionsfor Kansascrops,” she said.

Historically, Kansas gets the
lion's share of its yearly moisture
from late spring through early fall.

But, 2004’s late-winter moisture
couldvery well beanexampleof the
1971-2000 shift Knapp found in
annual distribution.

“The change between seasonsis
usually significant, andfor farmers,
in particular, how moistureis dis-
tributed can be everything.

“Even during a drought, if
enoughrainfallsat theright times,
farmersstill may beableto harvest
acrop,” Knapp said.

“This doesn’t mean they only
need one big storm at planting or
any other time. Southwest Kansas
hasbeen doing much better thanthe
northwest onmoisture, butit got 70
to 80 percent of it from a single
storm. That kind of distributioncre-
atesmoreproblemsthanit solves.”

Through early March, the west-
ernhalf of Kansaswasgetting 50tc
75 percent of typical precipitation
for theyear, she said. The east was
running closeto or above normal.

As part of that, western Kansas
had gotten* dry” winter snowswith
avery low moisturecontent. Incon-
trast, Manhattan in February alone
had received arecord 18.8inchesof
snow, and the fluffy stuff hac
above-average moisture.

The Kansas Weather Data Li-
brary posts daily updates for the
recordsand analysesit maintainson
K-State Research and Extension, s
Websiteat <http://www.oznet.ksu.-
edu/wdl/>.

McKinney said the “vast major-

ity” of constituents who contacted
him were in favor of the amend-

ment.
He added that he “believes that

marriage is afundamental institu-

tion.”

Rep. Tom Sawyer, a Democrat
from Wichita, voted against the
amendment.

“Obviously, there's disagree-
ment on theissue, but | don’t think
it'sgoing to causeasplit,” hesaid.
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GIVE BLOOD. ¢
SHARE LIFE!

Celebrating Hometown Life

See American Profile Magazine in today’s issue of the

Brought to you by
the Free Press and:

(available in trade area only)

1195 S. Range
Colby, KS

NATIONAL BANK ~ 460-2000
“ Neighbors helping neighbors’

For more information on
donating blood, please call 1-
888-719-8929 or in the
Wichita area, 268-0834

+

American Red Cross

Some like it HOT, HOT, HOT...
and some like to shop the COOL
want ad way!!

The Colby Free Press - 462-3963

Report on Education

We must demand excellence from
legislators as well as from students

r I \ omorrow morning more than half a
million Kansas students will walk
through the doors of our schools and

universities. Will we be ready to meet their

unique needs and prepare them for their
futures?

All of these students must learn and
experience new ideas and information in a
way that helps them grow to their highest
academic potential. Despite their
differences, they also have much in
common.

Visiting the classroom of first grader Ben
will allow you to see students learning to
read. However, Ben is not using the simple
primers of the past. He is preparing to read
both literature and technical materials.
Because of Ben's technical reading skills, he
will never struggle to set the clock on his
video recorder, nor will the rapid pace of
technological change ever set him back.
Technical reading will be a commonplace
requirement for the citizens of tomorrow.
As a first grader Ben already has more
computer experience than many adults in
his community, and he is eager to do more
to expand his reading experiences.

Sixth grader Luisa,
who speaks and reads
two languages, is a
talented student off to
an excellent start for a
twelve year-old. She
already has more language study in her
short years than most Kansas adults will
ever be able to complete. Luisa will be
prepared for the diversity of the Kansas
population of 2020. She will be ready to lead
in the global business and trade
environment in which our state must
compete. Her understanding of other
languages and cultures will make her a
business leader in the Kansas of tomorrow.

If you follow high school senior
LaKeesha through just one academic day,
the pace will leave you exhausted and
amazed. This talented student not only
carries a full load of advanced classes but
also has a special cell biology project she is
researching with her teacher. An honor
student, she manages this research around a
full complement of activities including
sports and the fine arts. The strong science
background she has experienced since

Investing in our
schools today
will ensure a
healthy economic
future for Kansas.

ADVERTISEMENT

elementary
school has made
her eager to
advance bio-
technology in
Kansas.
LaKeesha wants
to continue her education in Kansas but
needs a university with outstanding science
laboratory facilities.

Our Kansas classrooms are filled with
thousands of students like Ben, Luisa and
LaKeesha. They need a strong educational
system to prepare them for the future — for
our future. They need elected policymakers
who understand the need to support our
students and schools. They need elected
policymakers who won’t deprive them of an
educational system worthy of the state of
Kansas.

We must demand that our legislature
address:

Christy Levings, an elementary
classroom teacher in Olathe, is the
elected President of the 25,000
teaching, support and retired staff
members of the Kansas National
Education Association.
kneanews@knea.org.

* Unstable funding that has not kept up
with rising costs and inflation for nearly 10
years.

* Inadequate funding that has allowed
class sizes to increase for our most at-risk
students.

* The lack of resources to meet the needs
of all students and address the growing
demands for technology.

* Kansas teacher salaries that have
dropped to 41st in the nation making it
difficult to attract and retain quality
teachers.

* The lack of adequate and affordable
health care for all educational employees.

By investing in our schools today, the
legislature will ensure a healthy economic
future for Kansas. The vitality and strength
of our state is at risk if they fail to act. Our
legislators are accountable and responsible
for our future.

Many elected officials talk about how
hard these decisions will be, and how the
time is not right. But the children who
walked through those doors this morning
have only one chance to get an education,
and we cannot afford to let that chance slip
away.

For students like Ben, Luisa and
LaKeesha, the time to act is now.

Kansas National Education Association



