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Monday’s
Salute

A .

VColby L ady Eagles— on winning the 4A sub-state
championship at Ulysses on Saturday, and good luck at
state later thisweek in Salinal

Thumbs

VColby Trojan L adies— onyour bigRegionV 1 Tour-
nament win Saturday night at Salina, and good luck
against Dodge City tonight.

VTrooper Terry Kummer — for sharing with the
kiddiesat Puddle Duck Preschool.

VSheila Frahm — onyour latest board of consultants
appointment.

VDr. Brewster K ellogg — for choosing Colby.

VScott Snyder — on your appointment to the Thomas
County Fair Board.

VFlorence Strange — on your 92nd birthday on Feb.
29, even though it was only the 23rd time you were able
tocelebrateyour birthday, thanksto L eap Year. Florence,
now of WaK eeney, isformerly of Winona.

VButch’sBody Shop—lookslikeyouguysout-sniffed
the dog sniffers. A cool discovery, indeed!

VDeel Olson — on your appointment as Summers
Township Clerk.

This column is compiled each Monday by TD, the
newspaper ‘s publisher. Submissions, commentsor ques-
tionscan bedirected to himat td@nwkansas.com, (785)
462-3963 or fax (785) 462-7749.

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark-
@ink.org
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Sad state of affairs

TheNew York Rangersfiresalestarted Tues-
day, March 2. For me, it's the beginning of the
end again. They sent winger Alexei Kovalev to
Montreal and Petr Nedved to the Edmonton Oil -
ers.

The Rangers have the highest payroll in the
National Hockey League. They have alineup,
that for hockey, is comparable to that of
baseball’sNew York Yankees. However, unlike
George Steinbrenner’ sroster moves, the Rang-
ers’ changes haven’t been asuccess.

How doesa$95 million payroll soundwithno
playoff appearance since 1997?

Atleast Glen Sather, thegeneral manager, had
the good sense to fire himself as coach afew
weeksago. Too bad it wastoo latein the season
to make much of adifference.

The playoffs start at the end of April and it
wouldtakemiraclefrom Godfor theteamtoturn
around another dismal season.

It's got me wondering who’s next? Eric
Lindros?Thelast timel looked, hewasout with
a concussion but the Vancouver Canucks are
supposedtobeat thetop of thelist whenit comes
tointerestin Lindros.

Then| guess| shouldn’t besurprisedif heends
up somewhereel sebeforethe Tuesday, March9
trade deadline.

Mark Messier ismorethan likely toretire af-
ter the season ends and thanks to abysmal play,
the Rangers' season isgoing to end early again
for theseventh straight year. Somuchfor getting
toseethe RangersinNY C.

I’ ve skipped out on so much hockey thisyear
becausetherearen’t alot of really inspiring rea-
sonsto watch.

My team’sinthetank, theAvsaren't theteam
they should be with abunch of no-namesonthe
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roster and there’sthelooming shadow of a po-
tential lockout next season.

So tell me why | should watch. Love of the
game? | haven't been to a game in two years
becauseti cketspriceskeep going up becausethe
league is bleeding money while the teams are
bleeding fansfor cash.

Teamslikethe Avshavetheir star player sit-
tingout hurt (allegedly), theguysteamsarepay-
ing through the nose for aren’t producing and
coverageof hockey inthiscountry isn't what it
should be.

PlusESPN hasanasty habit of only showing
teams like New Jersey, Detroit and Dallas. If
you're afan of any other team in the league,
thosearethebig threemost fansdon’t like. But
| guess the non-hockey watching rest of the
country knows more about those three teams
becausethey’re*big” winnerssothenetwork’s
just going to pander to those people.

Take alook—it’s behind professional base-
ball, football, basketball and college football
and hoops.

Why? People say they don’t understand.

At thispoint, thereisn’t anything hard to un-
derstand about where this hockey season is
heading.

It hasbeen adismal year with few high points

&

andwiththeregular seasonwindingdowninless
thansix weeks, there’ snot muchtimeleft for toc
many last-minute heroics.

Mario Lemieux’sbeen out most of theseason
with a hip injury and the Penguins have won
barely more than a dozen games. Last time |
looked, they had 45 losses. Forty-fivelossesin
an 82-game regular season and Lemieux still
wantsanew arenafor thecity?

Colorado’sPeter Forsbergisout withagroin
injury. The conventional wisdom in Denver i<
that Mr. Forsberg hasn’t got much of aninjury
butisinstead beingaprimadonna. If there’ sone
time general manager Pierre Lacroix needs ta
giveaplayer awake-up call, it would benow tc
give Forsberg areality check.

Goalie Dominic Hasek unretires and rejoins
Detroit. Hethen getshurt and announceshe’ snot
playing the rest of the season. So they call up
Curtis Joseph, who'slooking forward to going
elsewhere after Hasek comes back and make
him the starting goalie.

Playersgetting their chainsyanked, fansget-
ting cheated. Neither side is happy about the
possihility of alockout.

Therewill benowinnersintheevent of al ock-
out. The biggest losers will be the fans. Ulti-
mately, they will bear theburden of hel ping pay
higher player salariesand bigger and better are-
nas with more luxury boxes through increased
ticket prices.

If thisisthe best the NHL has to offer right
now, maybe it istime for a change. Just don’t
expect metofeel sorry if thereisalockout. The
league has no oneto blame but itself.

Tisha Cox isa general assignment reporter/
photographer for the Free Press.

Beware of drug discount cards

M edi care-approved drug discount cardswill
beavailablein2004tohel pyou saveon prescrip-
tion drugs. Medicarewill contract with private
companiesto offer new drugdiscount cardsuntil
aMedicare prescription drug benefit startsin
2006. A discount card with Medicare’s sea of
approval canhelpyou save10-25% on prescrip-
tiondrugs.

Pleasebewarethat youmay beapproached by
what seemsto beareputablecompany represent-
ing Medicareto purchaseaprescription plan or
card. Please watch carefully that any card you
accept or purchase hasthe Medicare seal of ap-
proval printedonit. Theboguscardswhichwill
be available for purchase may offer only very
limited purchasing power or very limited access.
Aretheylegal ? Yes, becausethey do offer some
sort of abenefit evenif itispresented in avery
vague or misleading way.

After prescription drug benefits are added to
Medicarein 2006, all peoplewithMedicarewill
beabletoenroll inplansthat cover prescription
drugs. Plans might vary, but in general, thisis
how they will work:

* You will choose prescription drug plan and
pay apremium of about $35 amonth

*Youwill pay thefirst$250 (called a“ deduct-
ible.”)

» Medicarethenwill pay 75% of costsbetween
$250and $2,250indrug spending. Youwill pay
only 25% of these costs.

* Youwill pay 100% of the drug costs above
$2,250 until you reach $3,600 in out-of -pocket
spending.

» Medicare will pay about 95% of the costs
after you have spent $3,600.

Someprescriptiondrug plansmay haveaddi-
tional optionsto helpyou pay theout-of -pocket
Ccosts.

Destination SalesTax Debate

HB 2599 repeal ssal estax statutesconcerning
destination sourcing and restoressourcing laws
that wereinplaceprior tothepassageof HB 2005
last year. That legislation required that Kansas
adopt only destinati on-based sourcingfor retail
and compensating use taxes. Except for utility,
telecommuni cation, and contractsover $10,000,
the sales tax would be charged based on the
retailer’slocationuntil theU.S. Congressenacts
| egislation authorizing statesthat have adopted
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the Streamlined Sales Tax Uniformity provi-
sions to require remote retailers to collect use
tax onremote sal es. Retailerswho are sourcing
sales based on destination would beallowed to
continue and still be compliant with thishill.

Thehill also prohibits enactment of any leg-
islationthat would providecompensationto out-
of -state retailers unless compensation is pro-
vided also for in-state retailers. Technical
changesrelated to tax rates areincluded.

HB 2599, if passed, will reduce State General
Fund revenues after FY 2005. This proposal
would take Kansas out of compliance with the
Streamlined SalesTax Agreement, which could
causethestatetolosethevoluntary compensat-
ing usetax remittancesfromthoseremoteretail-
erswho are collecting now (Wal-Mart, Target,
etc.) or will in the future (Amazon.com). The
losswould result because Kansasis one of the
states that adopted the Streamlined Sales Tax
uniformity requirements, including destination-
based sourcing. Thesevoluntary remittancesare
expected to grow substantially in thefuture.

| would liketo have the L egislature keep our
current destinationtax |egislationbut placevari-
ousexemptionsto the regulations such asbusi-
nesses grossing lessthan five million dollarsa
year would be allowed to stay with the earlier
salestax system. Hopefully that amendment is
successful. Otherwisel amnot sosureitisagood
ideato place Kansasin an “out of compliance’
situation with Federal Law. The ramifications
of being out of complianceand potential lossof
funding may cost more than most Kansans are
willing to pay.

A few controversial issuesyet to be debated
include licensing of abortion providers (not
likely tobecomelaw), changesin school finance
(I don’t expect anew law — only discussionand
debate), HCR 5034 is a constitutional amend-

ment which Beginning in FY 2006 (July 1,
2005), thestatemust haveprior tovoter approval
for any of thefollowing:

* A new statetax;

* Atax rateincrease;

* An extension of any expiring tax;

* Any tax policy changewhichwould directly
cause anet tax revenue gain; or

* Any new bondsissued, except for refinanc-
ing existing bonds.

Limitationwoulda so beplaced on Staterev-
enues, State spending, and the emergency re-
servefund. (I do not expect thisto passtheleg-
islature)

So, the main issue(s) truly before us are the
budget, new funding for schools and many
“people” programsinvolving problemsthat any
of usat anytime could find ourselves needing
state assistance. Most of the debate regarding
spending will just have to be delayed until we
know something from the Supreme Court re-
garding education and from state income esti-
mateswhich wewill not have until April.

Palitical posturing

Prior to that expect to see a start of the 2004
campaign session with many Legislators start-
ing their campaigns with amendments, debate
and sometimesjust plain“ argumentative behav-
ior” that are only posturing for their reelection.
In other words as you hear about actionsin the
Kansas L egislature from here on be careful in
what you accept as “actual” activity directed
toward helping the citizens of Kansas. We are
enteringthetimel most dislike— political pos-
turingfor thesakeof appearanceand | essatten-
tionto thereal problems of the State of Kansas
(thisisalready beengoing onat theFederal level
for several months).

Thanks...

Thanksfor the honor of being your represen-
tative to Topeka. | work hard to help you with
whatever you may need and will continueto do
so. | will not participate in this crazy political
“posturing” process. What you seeiswhat you
getwithmeand | do all | can to make sureyou
getafair voicetoall policy makersinthe state.

Rep. JimMorrison (R-Colby) representsthe
121stHouseDistrict. jmorriso@ink.org, (785)
296-7676.



