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CrosswordFor Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Extra Chance
Most deals require nothing more of declarer dur-

ing the play than proper technique. “Fancy” plays
such as squeezes and coups might attract more at-
tention, but in the long run good technique will win
a great many more points than all the so-called fancy
plays combined.

Consider this deal from a team contest where both
North-South pairs reached four spades. At one table,
declarer won the opening club lead with the ace and
finessed the jack of spades, losing to East’s king.
South won East’s diamond shift, led the three of
spades to dummy’s ace and discarded a heart on the
club king.

Declarer next led a heart to the queen, losing to
West’s king, and ruffed the club return. However,
with no entries remaining in dummy, he could not
avoid eventually losing two heart tricks to East’s A-
10, so he finished down one.

At the other table, declarer realized that with this
heart combination, his best chance to score a trick
in the suit was to lead hearts from dummy twice,
playing for split honors or for East to hold the A-K.

Unfortunately, dummy’s only obvious entry was
the spade ace — but there was a second possibility,
and declarer made sure to allow for it. Accordingly,
after taking the club ace, losing the spade finesse and
winning the diamond shift, South led the eight of
spades to the ace at trick four, hoping the nine would
fall on the trick. When East’s nine did appear, de-
clarer was a lot closer to home. After discarding a
heart on the club king, he played a heart to the queen
and West’s king, ruffed the club return high and led
the carefully preserved three of spades to dummy’s
seven. It was then a simple matter to lead a heart
toward the J-7 and bring in the game.

With a Little Bit of Luck
Let’s say you’re playing a contract where the

outcome appears to depend on a finesse — essen-
tially a 50-50 proposition. Whenever you encoun-
ter such a situation, you should automatically make
it a point to look for a way to elevate your chances
beyond 50 percent.

Consider this deal where it seems that South needs
a successful spade finesse to make six hearts. De-
spite this, there is a very good chance of making the
slam without attempting the finesse; moreover, it
costs declarer nothing to test this additional possi-
bility while keeping the finesse in reserve.

Accordingly, he wins the club lead with the ace
and cashes the K-Q of hearts, king of clubs and A-
K of diamonds, noting with interest that West con-
tributes the 8-10 of diamonds as the suit is led. De-
clarer then crosses to dummy with a trump and leads
the five of diamonds. East cannot afford to step up
with the queen, which would make dummy’s nine a
trick, so he follows low.

South does not bother to ruff the diamond because
there is an excellent chance that West started with
either the Q-10-8 or J-10-8 of diamonds. Instead,
declarer discards a spade. As it happens, West is
forced to win the third diamond with the jack, and
South makes the rest of the tricks because West must
either return a spade into South’s A-Q or yield a ruff-
and-discard. The suggested method of play succeeds
because the diamonds are favorably divided, but
note that if they were not, declarer would still have
the spade finesse to fall back on. The important point
is that South greatly increases his chances of mak-
ing the slam by first sounding out the diamonds.
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