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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston Crossword Bridge
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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Cryptoquip
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF YOU SHOULD
APPROACH A DOOR THAT HAS A BEAUTIFUL,
FANCY DOORBELL, DON'T KNOCK IT!

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: T equals L
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN TWO BRITISH
NOBLEMEN ARE INTENSELY MAD, DO YOU
THINK THEY'LL DUKE IT OUT?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Z equals C
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Family Circus

Bill Keane

avoideventually losingtwoheart tricksto East’sA-
10, so hefinished down one.

Attheother table, declarer realized that with this
heart combination, his best chance to score atrick
in the suit was to lead hearts from dummy twice,
playingfor split honorsor for East to hold theA-K.

Unfortunately, dummy’sonly obviousentry was
the spade ace— but therewasasecond possibility,
and declarer madesuretoallowforit. Accordingly,
after takingtheclub ace, losing thespadefinesseand
winning the diamond shift, South led the eight of
spadestotheaceat trick four, hoping theninewoul d
fall on thetrick. When East’s nine did appear, de-
clarer was alot closer to home. After discarding &
heart ontheclubking, heplayed ahearttothequeen
and West’sking, ruffed theclubreturnhigh and led
thecarefully preserved threeof spadesto dummy’s
seven. It was then a simple matter to lead a heart
toward the J-7 and bring inthe game.

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
“®» 6 42
YAO9O83
® 9543
oQ 7
WEST EAST
@®» K 73 »J 1098
¥ 54 ¥ 7
€ J 10 8 ®* Q762
109853 o] o642
SOUTH
®AQS
YK QJ1062
* A K
* A K
The bidding:
South West North East
2 e Pass 2 @& F* Pass
2 v Pass 3 ¥ Pass
4 NT Pass 5 & Pass
5 NT Pass 6 Pass
6 v

* artificial, strong
** negative
Opening lead — ten of clubs.

With aLittleBit of Luck

Let’s say you're playing a contract where the
outcome appears to depend on afinesse — essen-
tially a50-50 proposition. Whenever you encoun-
ter suchasituation, you should automatically make
itapoint tolook for away to elevate your chances
beyond 50 percent.

Consider thisdea whereit seemsthat South needs
asuccessful spade finesse to make six hearts. De-
spitethis, thereisavery good chanceof makingthe
slam without attempting the finesse; moreover, it
costs declarer nothing to test this additional possi-
bility while keeping thefinessein reserve.

Accordingly, hewinsthe club lead with the ace
and cashesthe K-Q of hearts, king of clubsand A-
K of diamonds, noting with interest that West con-
tributesthe 8-10 of diamondsasthesuitisled. De-
clarer then crossestodummy withatrumpand | eads
thefive of diamonds. East cannot afford to step up
withthequeen, whichwould makedummy’sninez
trick, so hefollows|ow.

Southdoesnot bother toruff thediamond because
thereis an excellent chance that West started with
either the Q-10-8 or J-10-8 of diamonds. Instead,
declarer discards a spade. As it happens, West i<
forced to win the third diamond with the jack, anc
Southmakestherest of thetri cksbecauseWest must
either returnaspadeinto South’sA-Qor yieldaruff-
and-discard. Thesuggested method of play succeeds
because the diamonds are favorably divided, but
notethat if they were not, declarer would still have
thespadefinessetofall back on. Theimportant point
isthat South greatly increases his chances of mak-
ing the slam by first sounding out the diamonds.
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“m not sure | want you to associate
with that kind of doll.”
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“If | ruled the world, I'd cancel all wars,

terrorists, and one of my teachers.”




