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Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: I equals B

Daughter needsto know thetruth
Abigail

Van Buren

e Dear Abby

DEARABBY: | haveabeautiful
6-year-olddaughter I’ call “Maya’
who adoresher father. “ John” and |
were together for more than eight
yearsand have been apart for about
ayear. Duringour last year together,
hewascaught sellingdrugsandwas
convicted of possession and distri-
bution, aswell as possession of an
illegal weapon. | knew nothing of
thisuntil hewasarrested. (1 worked
while hewas astay-at-home dad.)

John is now serving afour-year
sentence in federal prison. How-
ever, he tells Maya that heisin
“Daddy School,” and when he gets
home shewill livewith him.

Abby, | have struggled long and
hard to get back on my feet after
paying all of John'slegal hillsand
finding aplacefor Mayaand meto
live.

Should | tell her whereher father
really is, and that shewon't beliv-
ingwithhimbut canvisithim?(He
will belivingwith hismother again
whenthey let himout.)

HekeepstellingMayahow much
funthey’ Il havetogether. | want her
to love John and have a good rela-
tionship with him, but | don’t want
tolose her. What' sthe answer?

—WORRIED MOTHERIN
TEXAS

DEAR MOTHER: Your
daughter deservesto know the
truth about her father — that he
did something that was against
thelaw, and heisnow paying for
it. If you go along with hislie,
Maya will have good reason to
believe that everything John is
telling her isthetruth — includ-
ing the part about where sheis
goingtolive.

Your next step should betodis-
cuss child custody with an attor-
ney. Sinceit appear sthat you and
John arenot married, and heis
not contributing financially to
Maya'swelfare, | fail to see how
hecan claimtheright tohaveher
livewith him.

A lawyer can help you make
sureit doesn’'t happen, so please
wastenotimein contactingone. It
will ease your mind, and that’'s
what isimportant right now.

DEAR ABBY: My husband,
“Jeff,” is35and I’ m41.We' vebeen
married 10years. Jeff isanexcel lent
provider. He spends quality time
with the children and will do any-
thing| ask. | haveonly oneproblem.
Every gift occasion—anniversary,
Christmas, Vaentine'sDay or birth-
day — Jeff buysmean outfit | con-
sider trashy.

His most recent gift was a black
leather miniskirt and bustier, black
mesh stockings and thigh-high
boots. When | asked Jeff where he
expected me to wear that stuff, he
said,“ Onadatewithme—orinour
bedroom.”

Isit healthy for Jeff to havethose
fantasies?

—NOTASLUT

DEARNOT: Oui,oui,Madame
—aslongasthefantasiesinclude

you!

WORTH REMEMBERING: “ To
speakill of other sisadishonest way
of praising ourselves.” —Wll and
Ariel Durant

DEARABBY: My mother was
unloving and downright cruel toall
of her children, but now that we're
all over 18, she has suddenly de-
cided she wants to have relation-
ships with us. (I haven't even told
her that I’ ve been engaged for two
months.)

Shehascaused somuch suffering
andheartache, but | don’tknow how
totell her toleavemealone. Shere-
cently showed up at my house. |
don’ tknow how shegot my address,
because| didn’t giveitto her and |
never returnher calls. | don’tunder-
stand how she can act like every-
thing isfine between usand get an-
gry withmefor not calling her back.
Mother hasneverinherlifesaidthe
word“sorry.” | amat alossastohow
to deal with her.

—ANGRY AND CONFUSED

DEAR ANGRY: | have heard
from reader swho cut themselves
off from their parentsafter abu-
sive childhoods and later regret-
ted that there was no closure. |
havealsoheard from peoplewho
diditand havenoregretsabout it
atall. Ifyoufeel that any aspect of
your relationship with her issal-
vageable, consider tryingto heal
therelationship.

However, if thatisnot possible,
tell her plainly that youwanttobe
left alone, and if shedoesn’t coop-
erate, you will beforced to get a
restrainingorder.

DEARABBY: My niece, “De-
bra,” had her breastsenlarged before
shewaseven 20, and shedressestc
draw attention to them. She's sc
proudthat she pushesthem out even
further, which makes her posture
appear abnormal.

Wearemodest people, andwefelt
especially uncomfortablelast sum-
mer at afamily beach party where
shepranced around in athong!

Now we have a messy situation.
Debra has accused a male family
member of behaving inappropri-
ately toward her. He denies ever
thinking “that way” about her, but
admits he couldn’t help looking at
her breasts “ because they were on
display al thetime.”

My sister, Debra’s mother, re-
fusesto accept that her daughter i
inany way responsiblefor thismess,
and says the man involved is com-
pletely at fault. | blame Debra.

Isit fair for agirl to dress seduc-
tively and then accuse amale fam-
ily member of behavinginappropri-
ately?

— MODEST IN COLORADO

DEAR MODEST: Let's stop
assigningblameand assesswhat's
really happening. For years,
Debra probably felt something
waslacking. Sinceshehashad her
enhancement surgery, it appear
she has been over compensating.
Theepisodewiththethongbikini
at the family beach party isan
exampleof agirl whooncefeltin-
visible and is now flaunting her
assets. However, when someone
prominently puts something on
display, it’sunrealistic to expect
viewersto wear blindersor look
away. She can’t haveit bothways.
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“Mommy told you to have a good time,
so you have to.”

Bridge Crossword
North dealer. ACROSS  42Los —, 2 Author 24 Put
Neither side vulnerable. 1 Impale NM Morrison into
NORTH 5 Encoun- 45 Back- 3 Bohemian words
»R72 tered combed 4 Dark gray 25 Multi-
Y108 542 8 Maker of 49 Com- igneous purpose
® AJS8 the 9-7X mand to rock truck
10 5 SuvV appearin 5 Getsthe 26 Nottoo
WEST EAST 12 Dag- court story much to
@» 95 @ ] wood’s 51 Urbanite’s wrong take
YK Q96 YAJ7T b(_)ss‘s call 6 Ostriph’s 27 Yak
Q10763 ® 952 13 waeL'ttI 52 Habrgy . gousm_I hfetrders,
— Llittle cabbage urvell- orten
*AK SOUTH *QI9432 Teapot” 53 Calenc?ar lance 29 S.A.
AAKQIOG643 14 Erstwhile abbr. 8 Persistent nation
v3 Peruvian 54 Green attacks 30 “Holy
¢ K 4 15 _Plcnlc acres 9 Gen_e—, cow!”,
*03 76 |nva_ders 55 Sou.gh’g alogist's 33 Hook’s
The bidding: T e of 56 Eolon | GceT,  pe
North East South  West Saudi cc?unter- me%ts 9 36 Cavorted
Pass Pass 4 All Pass Arabia parts 11 Cordage 38 Walking
Opening lead — king of clubs. 20 Most wise 57 Corner- fiber on air
. . . 21 Polygraph stone info 17 Dave'’s 40 Hal-
This deal occurred in the women’s team champi- blips rival loween
onship at the 1972 World Bridge Olympiad. The 23 Undeni- DOWN 19 Gossip shout
declarer was Emma Jean Hawes of the United ably 1 “Lion 22 Do the 42 Answers,
States, pitted against Rina Jabes and Maria 24 Take King” pots and on
Robaudo of Italy. Hawes was no doubt quite satis- g &*6Y baddie pans ;rgof?,'
fied with her four-spade contract after the dummy corted Solution time: 24 mins. SOV
was tabled, but was reduced to the role of aninno- 39 wore E; s wingding
centobserver as Jabes and Robaudo collaborated away E[n L[s| 44 Half
beautifully to collect the first four tricks. 32 Un, deux, E[E (Pref.)
Jabes led the king of clubs and continued with the — 46 TV chef
ace, on which Robaudo played the queen! This gg I'?A.a"" rock a7 '\E"OU'tO”
seemingly extravagant play was a suit-preference Ar'ﬁzrica,s 48 Pg;te:fe
signal asking Westto lead a heart—the higher rank- term of at a ban-
ing of the two remaining side suits — at trick three. office quet
Jabesdid exactly asinstructed, buttoensure get- 37 Dunk 50 Affirma-
ting a club return at trick four, she shifted to the nine 39 Filch tive
41 Stagger action

of hearts, pretending it was her highest heart.
Robaudo took the ace and returned the jack of 2 3
clubs, and the contract went down one when West
heartlessly ruffed with the nine of trumps.
Asifthis were notenough misfortune on one deal,
the Americanteam suffered a secondreversal atthe
other table, where the bidding, with the U.S. now

East-West, went:

North East South West
Pass Pass 1[S] Dble
Pass 3[C] 3][S] Pass
Pass 4][C]

The Italian South led the king of spades and then
shifted to the king and another diamond! North
cashedtheA-Jto putthe contractdown one, butthe
Italians were notyetfinished. After South discarded
her singleton heart on the third round of diamonds,
North returned a heart, and South ruffed to secure a

two-trick set.

No wonder Italy won the women'’s title that year!
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