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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

WITH BEAUTIFUL WAOMEN
EXOTIC PLACES. YOUR
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Hagar the Horrible ®

7 I AM EFINITELY GOING
To 60 OFF My DIET.//

VOU'RE TALENTED, YoU WORK
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ON THE
OTHER HANPD...

LMICHAEL PATTERSON,
P A SToMACH THAT
NEEDS To BE FED. }

NOU,TOSEF wEaDEé,
ARE A STERY THAT
NEEDS & BE oD/

STEALING HIS LUNCH
ISN'T HALF THE FUN
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I START
TOMORROW

I WON'T BE IN TOMORROW. HOW DO
I WON'T BE FEELING WELL YOU KNOW
THAT TODAY?
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PO YOU KNOW THE KINP
OF NIGHT I HAVE PLANNED?!

ARE YOU
KIDDING 2
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SO DO T? 1 GAIP THAT T KINDA

UL SHARE A SORTA THINK T MEHT

LOCKER WITH MEZ BE SLIGHTLY LEANING
TONARD ROSSIBLY

YOU'RE UPSET
1 OVER A SILLY

AT OUR DEPARTMENT
MEETING, RALPH.

Cryptoquip
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“HIWWO ARN ORPN ZRZJ!”
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I RECKON A BEE

HELPING OUT ANOTHER BEE COULD BE

CONSIDERED A BACKUP STINGER.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Z equals T
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WHAT’S GOTTEN INTO
YOU, SALR LATELY IT
SEEMS YOU CAN'T
TELL THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN A JOKE AND

A SERIOUS

COMMENT.
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FRNQ FVDR H SLPT
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C GHMMLE H KLHP.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: A BABYSITTER
THAT’S PAID VIRTUALLY NO FEE SHOULD
ADVERTISE “PENNY FOR YOUR TOTS!”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: G equals P

Crossword
ACROSS 36 Unhappy DOWN 22 | ustrous
1 Indulge look 1 4WD black
in 38 Sinister vehicle 23 Jungfrau,
mockery 39 Compete 2 Wheel- e.g.
5 Piercing 40 Oriental base 24 Antietam
tool 43 Zoo terminus general
8 Huguenot aclivity 3 History 25 Fan of
descen- 47 Argue 4 Come Barney,
dant over out probably
12 Physical trifles 5 Put 26 — de
13 Macabre 49 Sarah to use deux
author McLach- 6 Travails 27 Altar affir-
14 Gymnast lan 7 Permit mative
Korbut song 8 Annoy 28 A mere
15 Other- 50 Post- 9 Hodge- handful
wise Christmas podge 29 Longing
16 Request event 10 Holly- 31 Eccentric
with a 51 Carte wood 34 Lessens
list of lead-in clashers 35 Hindu
signa- 52 Retained 11 Dennis princess
tures 53 Right Miller 36 Suitable
18 Long- angles specialty 37 Sound-
winged 54 Two, in 17— stage
seabirds Tijuana Rhythm” do-over
20Specter 55Relaxa- 19Listening 39Las —
21 Festive tion device 40 Basilica
22 One of feature
Marilyn’'s  Solution time: 21 mins. 41 Close up
husbands tight
23 Change 42“— have
26 Turn to to do”
stone 43 Ralph
30 Zodiac Lauren
symbol trade-
31 Bran mark
source g 44 Thought
32 Sandra or X 45 Pinches
Ruby I 46 Total
33 Loud T receipts
fireworks Yesterday’s answer 3-16 48 Mania
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ACROSS
1 Ewe said
it
4 Rather’s
employer
7 Body
powder
8 Bite

10 Jouster’s
uniform

11 Fascina-
tion

13 The
ques-
tion?

16 Start of
the XVIth
century

17 Waits
awhile

18 Hounds’
quarry

19 Frilly, in a
way

20 “—
Misbe-
havin’”

21 Fabric

23 Johnny
Mathis
classic

25 Wax

26 “Get the
Party
Started”
singer

27 Unruly DOWN
bunch 1 Felix

28 Touches Salten

30 39- hero
Across, 2 Lotion
to additive
Caesar 3 Tumbler

33 Serial 4 Actress
phrase Sevigny

36 Henson 5 Leaves in
cre- a hurry
ation 6 Dirty

37 Similar stuff

38 Get 7 Walked
gussied hard (on)
up 8 Trick-or-

39 Early treaters’
birds? booty

40 Away 9 Black-ink
from entry
NNW 10 Cash dis-

41 Greek penser,
letter for short

Solution time: 21 mins.
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12 Heavy
wood
14 Affluent

15 Addnl.
ph.

19 Despon-
dent

20 Have an
inquiring
mind

21 Law-
breaker

22 Hit high
in the
air

23 Catcher’s
need

24 Member
of the
loop

25 London
hrs.

26 Football
tactics
28 Pinnacles
29 |daho’s
capital
30 Expendi-
ture
31 Ex-Gls

32 Com-
motion

34 Messes
up

35 In the
offing
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Family Circus = Bill Keane

Bridge

East dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
@®» O 32
Y108 54
® A96
oA 73
WEST EAST
®QJ1086 ®» 5
YK 62 ¥YJ9o973
® Q107 ® 383432
0 4 $*J 1085
SOUTH
S AK 74
YAQ
®KIJS5
P*PK Q62
The bidding:
East South West North
Pass 2 NT Pass 3 NT

Opening lead — queen of spades.

Artistic Manipulation

Assumeyou’ rein three notrump and West leads
the queen of spades. You count your winners anc
find you have eight of them — two spades, aheart,
two diamonds and three clubs.

Your chance of scoring aninthtrick isexcellent,
sincethe opposing clubsmight bedivided 3-3, or
heart or diamond finesse might succeed. But even
though your prospects are very promising, you're
not trying hard enoughif youlet your thinking stop
there. You should also be thinking that this might
be your unlucky day, and that relying on any or all
of these possibilities could lead you to ruin.

Thereisoneadditional possibility toconsider, and
that involvesplaying your cardsso that evenifiitis
your unlucky day, you'll still make the contract.
Accordingly, you duck thequeen of spadesandwin
thejack continuation with theking asEast discards
adiamond.

Youthen cashthethreetop clubsto seewhereyou
standinthat department. Thisproducessomegood
news and some bad news. The bad newsisthat the
clubsaredivided 4-2; the good newsisthat you' re
now certaintomakethecontract regardlessof where
theking of heartsor queen of diamondsislocated.

Eschewing any notion of attempting a heart or
diamondfinesse, you cashtheaceof spadesand exit
withthefour. ThisallowsWest to score his 10-8 of
spades as you discard your club loser, but West is
thenin apicklewhatever hedoes.

Heisforced either tolead aheart from hisK-6 or
adiamondfromhisQ-10-7, and whichever hedoes
you are ready to greet the return with your A-Q of
hearts and K-J-5 of diamonds. Trick No. 9 arrives
safely on apewter platter.

South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
“@» 3
¥ o6
*AQIJ763
Q9432
WEST EAST
MK QJ107 @®» 9o 52
¥ A 8 Y7532
® 954 ¢ 108
1065 oA JK7
SOUTH
@ A 864
¥YKQJI1094
o K2
* K
The bidding:
South West North East
1 ¥ 1 & 2 & Pass
3@ Pass 4 e Pass
4 @

Opening lead — king of spades.

A Tactical M easure

Thereare playsin bridge that are easy to under-
stand when they are pointed out, but that are over-
looked in practice because they are very unusual.
For example, take this deal where West leads the
king of spadesagainst South’sfour-heart contract.
How should declarer play the hand?

L et’ssuppose South winsthe spadewith the ace.
What should he do next? If he ruffs a spade in
dummy at trick two, hecannot stop East-West from
eventually collecting two spades, aheart and aclub
to defeat him onetrick.

If Southinstead leadstheking of clubsat trick two,
East beatsthe contract by winning with theaceand
returning a trump. West wins and cashes three
spadesfor down two.

Asamatter of fact, if declarer adopts any other
method of play at trick two, heeventually runsinto
adead end from which thereisno escape.

Thesolutionto the problem, and the only way to
makethe contract, istolet West hold thefirst trick!

If West then switchesto atrump, whether high or
low, declarer clearstrumpsas soon aspossibleand
losesat most aspade, aheart and aclubto bringhome
the contract.

A club shift by West at trick twoisequally futile,
and soisanother spadelead, which declarer would
ruff indummy. Inthelatter case, aclub returnfrom
dummy at trick threeestablishesaparking placefor
South’sremaining spadeloser.

Itiscertainly unusual to duck the king of spades
at trick onewith dummy holding asingleton spade
oppositetheace, but if that’sthe only way declarer
can makethecontract, then that’swhat hemust do.
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“Grandma’s lap

jump up suddenly.”

is Kittycat’s favorite.
She knows Grandma won'’t
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“We wouldn’t get dessert.”




