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Business ventures

Cveryone is invited!

do not always
yield big profits

Dear Attorney General Kline:

| recently responded to a classi-
fied ad in the newspaper seeking
drivers for a company supposedly
inmyarea. However, becauseof my
imperfect driving record, the com-
panyrequestedthat | wiremoneyto
them to pay for insurance. They
saidthat themoneywasrefundable
if thingsdidn't work out, but | ama
little uneasy about it. Should | be
concerned?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

You are wise to be concerned.
Anytime you are asked for money
up front for an empl oyment oppor-
tunity, you shouldtakeextremecau-
tion.

My office receives complaints
every month from people who are
looking for ajob or away to supple-
ment their incomeand who replied
to so-called “business opportuni-
ties’ that areregularly advertisedin
the classifieds section of newspa-
pers acrossthe country.

Unfortunately, most of thepeople
who send money quickly learnthat
they will never receiveanythingin
return.

Spotting fraudulent business
opportunitiesisnoeasy task. Before
sendingany money or enteringinto
any agreement with a company
promising“quick, easy, or big prof-
its,” takethefollowing stepsto pro-
tect yourself:

 Get information in writing be-
foreyoudecide. TheFedera Trade
Commission’s (FTC) Franchise
Rule requires franchise and busi-
nessopportunity sellerstogiveyou
detailedwritteninformation, called
the* disclosuredocument,” at | east
10 daysbeforeyou pay any money
or agree to purchase. There are
some exceptions. If the company
claimsto beexempt fromtheRule,
call the FTC toll-free at 877-382-
4357 to check.

* Get professional advice. Con-
tact an attorney, accountant or other
businessadvisor beforeyou put any
money down or sign any papers.

» Don’'t be pressured. Promoters
are also likely to apply high-pres-
sure sales tactics. A good rule of
thumb isif you're not allowed to
take sometimeto consider the op-
portunity, it may not beal egitimate
business opportunity.

e |nvestigateearningsclaims. All
compani esthat guarantee earnings

or profitsfrom abusiness opportu-
nity mustincludeareviewedfinan-
cial statement, including the num-
ber and percentagesof ownerswho
have actually made those profits.

* Don’'t wire money outside the
continental United States. At any
point, should the business request
that you wire money outside of the
U.S,, or if you feel that they are
withholdingtheir truelocationfrom
you, handlesuchrequestsasafraud
alert. Inanattempttoevadethelaw,
promoters of fraudulent business
schemes may also move from one
city to another leaving unpaid bills
and the consumers whom they’ ve
taken advantage. Thiscanleavele-
gitimate businesses also victim-
ized. Thus, verifyingaquestionable
businesses address, and telephone
number may not beareliableform
of verification. Thefollowing web
sitesal so publish complaintsand/or
scams: www.scamwatch.com,
www.bbb.org.

If you suspect a business oppor-
tunity promotion isfraudulent, re-
portitto:

* TheOfficeof Attorney General,
bothinthestatewhereyouliveand
in the state where the business op-
portunity promoter is based;

 The Better Business Bureau in
your areaand theareain whichthe
promoter is based,;

* You can also file acomplaint
withtheFederal TradeCommission
(FTC) atwww.ftc.gov, or by calling
1-877-FTC-HELP.

After contactisinitiatedwiththe
aboveoffices,inquireastowhether
there’sbheenahistory of unresolved
complaints. Should therebeno re-
ported complaints, continue your
quest to find out moreinformation
onthecompany. Request references
provided by the promoter of the
business opportunity.

Editor’s note: Attorney General
Phill Klineoffersthispublicservice
to help othersavoid becoming vic-
tims of consumer fraud. Although
some of the details have been
changed, the cases appearing in
this column are based on actual
complaints or questions. For fur-
ther information or to file a com-
plaint, please write Attorney Gen-
eral Phill Kline, Consumer Protec-
tion Division, 120 SW 10th Ave.,
2nd Floor, Topeka, Kan. 66612, or
call 1-800-432-2310.

The Community Awareness
Team and the Colby Jaycees
are sponsoring a Smoke-Free
Bingo night, Saturday, begin-
ning at 7 p.m. The eventis free
and opento everyone. Theidea
behind smoke-free bingo, said
Taylor Miller, Community A-
wareness Team board of trust-
ees member, is to provide an
environmentwhere no smoking
is allowed and where people of
all ages can gather for a fun
night of activities at no cost.
Miller and Carla Sharp, director
of the awareness team, went
out shopping Tuesday night to
buy prizes for the event using
money from a federal grant.
Some of the prizes that will be
givenaway include atelevision,
DVD player, CD player, games,
household items, CDs, DVDs
and much more, Sharp said.
“It's really great to be doing
something like this for the com-
munity,” Sharp said. Miller also
wanted to thank the Jaycees,
Dale Deaver, the Colby Senior
Progress Center and American
Legion for supplying bingo

cards and other support.

Babies

Carson Dean Vander bilt
TaraJo and Darrin Vanderbilt of
Brookville announce the birth of
their son, Carson Dean, on Friday,
March 12, 2004.
Carson weighed 8 Ibs., 10 oz.,

and was 20.5" long.

Grandparents are JoAnne and
Herb Sunderman of Colby, andKay
and Chuck Vanderbilt of Brook-
ville. Carsonwaswelcomed home
by hisbrother, Spencer, 2 1/2.

Circle Seed Hybrids

CS7003CL
CS7003 - 112 R.M.
Conventional Corn

$3600

» Good early vigor
* Excellent ear flex for

* Strong root strength
* Average gray leaf

dryland fields tolerance

» Handles drought stress * Qutstanding ear flex, can
well be planted at a

* Tall plant height that will low population
canopy fast * High yields potential

* Medium ear placement * Very high test weight

$ 7400

Contact Lynn Youngquist
at (308) 380-1466 or (308) 268-6466
for details
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WITH DIGITAL CABLE AND HIGH SPEED ONLINE, SEE EVERYTHING
YOU WANT TO SEE — INSTANTLY.
(INCLUDING A GREAT OFFER.)

Call now for FREE INSTALLATION of
Digital Cable and High Speed Online

and SAVE $150.00
462-7523

Now you can put a world of movies, news,
sports, and more in the palm of your hand —
all from Time Warner Cable.

Time Warner Digital Cable gives you up to
200 channels, giving you more
entertainment to choose from.

And now, you can save money by calling to
combine Digital Cable with Road Runner
High Speed Online. Road Runner is up to
twice as fast as DSL's standard package
and up to 70 times faster than dial-up.*

You'll never look at home entertainment the
same way again.

*Equipment not included in this offer. All services may not be available in all areas.
DVR s required to pause and record live TV and is an optional service available
at an incremental charge. Up to twice as fast as DSL claim is based on Road
Runner’s maximum download speed versus DSLs 1.5 Mbps standard package
maximum download speed. Dial-up comparisons are based on average down-
load speed of 28k and 56k modems. Actual speeds may vary. Some restrictions
may apply. Offer is not transferable and may not be combined with any other
offer. No cash value. New residential customers only. Prices exclude applicable
taxes. Standard prices apply after the promotion period. Subject to change with-
out notice. Time Warner reserves the right to discontinue any feature or offer at
any time. All other corporate brands and logos are trademarks or registered trade-
marks of their respective companies. Only valid for installations scheduled by
4/30/04. TM & © Warner Bros. Entertainment, Inc.

TIME WARNER
CABLE

Roap RuMNeER

Your warlo is always on”
www.twccolby.com

LOVELY 4BEDROOM, 2-1/2 bath homein Rexford, Kansas. Ameni-
ties include beautiful, new oak kitchen with eating bar; dining area;
spacious living room with bay windows; large fenced back yard with
storage building plus over sized gar age/wor kshop.

Call David Juenemann, SalesAssociate, at 785-687-4845
or Johnson Realty, Inc. at 785-475-2785

Call ustoday about our newly listed homes!
Office — 785-475-2785
Lynn’s Mobile — 785-475-8514 — Roberta’s Mobile 785-475-7156
Marcia Lohoefener — 785-475-2521 Jerry Lohoefener 785-475-2521
Jackie Votapka— 785-475-3963 David Juenemann 785-687-4845
CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT www.johnson-real -estate.com

Johnson Realty, Inc.

Roberta Johnson, Broker — Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker < i

Jacqueline Votapka, Sales Associate
109 N. Wolf, Oberlin, KS 67749

Anolhor

&M@ O

Sprlng Farm Equipment Auction
by Bane Auction/Homestead Realty
Friday, March 19th, starting at 10 a.m. MST
Location: Auction Lot, North Caldwell, Goodland, Kan.

Early Consignments (Note: This will be a large sale so please be on
time)

Tractors, Combines, Vehicles

1974 JD 6600 Combine, 22' header, Variable Speed, 2800 en-
gine hrs. new front tires; IH 715 bean combine W/20' Ennis pu; IH
806, 15.5x 38 duals, 3pt, 2 hyds, 540 & 1000 pto, lessthan 500 hrs.
onmajor; JD 7020 tractor, 20.5 x 32 tires, W/loader; IH 856 tractor,
18.4 x 38tires, 3pt; AC D-14 tractor, loader, 3 pt, on propane; 1948
IHW-9; MM - U on propane; MM - G-1000 on propane; IH model H
w/rear hyds; IH model M, runs good; 1978 Kenworth, Cummins,
10sp, runs good; 1974 IH 1700 Loadstar, tandem axle, 5 & 2 trans,
20'box & hoist; 900 rubber; 1963 GMC truck, 16' box & hoist, 4 & 2
trans.; 1957 Chevy 6400, 13'box & hoist; 1983 GMC 7000 bulk fuel
truck, 427 engine, 5 & 2 trans, 5 compartments, 2 elect hose reels,
meters; 1950 F-600 truck, 12'beet box, hoist, runs good; 1994 Ford
F-350 dually, auto, new motor, service bed, nice; 1995 Olds Silhou-
ette van, runs good but needs transmission; 1982 Chevy S-10 pu,
5sp, V-6; 1991 Cadillac; Ford F-6, 1 ton FB winch truck; Shop built
Versatile sprayer, 40' booms, tanks, runs good; 22’ Self contained
motor home, w/Olds 405 engine, front wheel drive, tandem axle;
Kawasaki KS 750 motorcycle; 1971 Honda Trail 90 motorcycle

Machinery

Hesston 1014+2 Hydro Swing swather, w/steel conditioner;
Hesston 1014 Hydro-Swing swather, w/conditioner; Buffalo lift as-
sist wheels; JD model 14-T twine tie baler; 40' FB hay trailer for
semi’s; 5th wheel dolly; Orthman 10 row hyd bean rod; Ford 30' field
conditioner w/harrows; Calkins 23' chisel, walking tandems, new
style FK pickers; Kent series 5 - 31' field conditioner, walking tan-
dems, harrows, 12" blades; IH 810 - 14" header w/9' Sund pu at-
tachment; MF 10" header w/10' Melrow pu attachment; BJM 400
bu. grain cart; 3 - IH 150 hoe drills, 1 - 12" & 2- 10", end transport,
marker; Shaffer 5 x 6 sweep, good blades; Big Ox 7' rear blade; 3 -
6'sweep; JD 6 row planter; JD 6 row cultivator; JD 18' Tandem disc.;
JD 8 row ditcher w/markers; IH model 155 RO plow; JD 235 - 27"
tandem disc; 30' of Richardson pickers; Brady 6 row stock chop-
per; 3x 6 sweep; FK 21' row weeder; Speed King 6" x 40' auger, no
motor

Misc Items

Grass Hopper model 1620 mower W/42" deck; Taylor/Dunn 4
wheel golf cart, top, windshield, charger; Adasco seed cleaner;
Barrel of sprinkler nozzles; Ford 534 engine, 2 yrs. old; 1-300
Perkins diesel irrigation motor; 2-200 Ford tail water pump; 5 hp &
7 1/2 hp floater pumps; Cummins 6 cyl diesel irrigation motor; 2-
413 irrigation motors; 1-292 Chevy irrigation motor; Chrysler slant
6 tail water pump; 133 jts 8" irrigation pipe w/20" gates; 32 jts 8"
plastic pipe w/20" gates; 18 jts 8" mainline; 7-8" butterfly valves; 8"
Waterman surge valve; 3-Waterman alfalfa valves; 12 x 60 - 3 axle
mobile home frame w/deck; 8' round stock tank; 8' oval tank w/2
hogwaters; 20 bu hog creep feeder; NH3 hitch for sweep; Bush Hog
6' mower; 3 bottom pull plow; 12" extension for 42' grain trailer; 10
ton hyd press; Steelwelding table w/vise; Drill fillauger; Wire roller;
Fencing material, posts, wire; Elect welder; HD grinder on stand,
220V motor; 3 putool boxes, 2 regular box, 1 narrow box; PU trailer;
Trailer full of misc items from farm shop.

There will be lots more items by sale date. Lunch served by
Renner Lunch Wagon. For more information contact Homestead
Realty/Bane Auction, 1023 Main, Goodland, KS. Terry Richardson
at 785-899-2328, 899-3093 899-8094 800-974-2426 Maynord
Bane 899-2078, 899-4385 www. goodlandksrealestate. com




