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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Boyfriend sck of

DEARABBY: I needhelpdeal-
ing with my ex-girlfriend, “ Ash-
ley.”

Weweretogether off andonfor
2 1/2 yearsand lived together for
ayear. Itwasanew experiencefor
both of us.

About ayear into our relation-
ship, Ashley decided she wasn't
sure that what we had was what
shewanted anymore.

| wasOK withit. Wesplitupfor
four or five months, and then we
started talking and decided to try
again.

About three months later, she
did the samething.

It has now been another three
months, and supposedly shehasa
new boyfriend, but she's calling
me.

I love her and would do any-
thingfor her, but | just don’tknow
what to do anymore.

My romance with Ashley has
causedalot of argumentsbetween
me and my parents. Any advice
would help.

—HURTING IN PASA-
DENA

DEAR HURTING: Ashley
appear stobetooimmatureand
indecisivefor aseriouscommit-
ment to anyone — her current
boyfriend included. If it'slove
you'relookingfor, sheisn’t the
girlwhocan provideit. Thebest
advice | can offer isto admire
her from a safe distance. She's
aheartbreaker.

DEARABBY: I havebeenwith
my husband, “Ron,” for 12 years.
Wehaveawaysgottena ongwell
except for onething.

Hesmokespot—alot of it. He
says he will never stop. | am
against pot smoking, but I’ vetol-

Bridge

East dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

roller coaster ride
Abigail
Van Buren

e Dear Abby

erated it for hissake.

My daughter, “Erica,” just
turned 15 and has become in-
volved with abad crowd. | re-
cently found out she has been
smoking pot with Ron. Ron says
he' drather Ericadoit at homein-
stead of on the streets.

Now, if Ronand | haveeventhe
smallest disagreement, Ericawill
automatically take his side. The
two of them havetheir own bond
andinsidejokes; | feel likeanout-
sider. 1 wouldtakeEricaandleave
my husband, but I’m not finan-
cidly able.

How can | make Ron redlizeit
isunacceptable— that he should
bearolemodel instead of afriend?
| really feel likel amgoing crazy.
Any ideas?

— UNCOOL MOM

DEAR UNCOOL MOM:
Rather than behavelikeare-
sponsibleparent, your husband
hasbecomeyour daughter’sen-
abler.

| urgeyou todraw theline.
Tell himthat youwant thehouse
to be“clean” by tomorrow. If
it'snot, let him know you’ll be
callingthepolicetoreport him
for supplyingdrugstoaminor.

Thendoit.

Let him explain his off-the-
wall philosophy to them. And
for your daughter’ssake, recog-
nizethat it’stime you started
job-hunting. You may need to
support the two of you in the
near future.

DEARABBY: | attendedawine
testing afew weeks ago where &
guest accidentally broke awine
glass. The hostess didn’t seem
concerned that he might be in-
jured, but shedid get upset that the
glasswas broken.

Beforeheleft, theguest offered
to pay for the broken wine glass
and the hostess accepted, saying
that he owed her $16.

He produced a $20 bill, which
she pocketed without offering
change—andlater braggedtome
that she had made money on the
deal. | thought her behavior was
inappropriate.

Sherecently confided that she's
going to buy a crate of 99-cent
glassesandcharge$5apieceif any
of them are broken. What do you
think of this?

—APPALLED

DEAR APPALLED: The
hostess appearsto be ethically
challenged. If she'd cheat her
guests on the wine glass, how
can one be sure she's pouring
thevintage sheclaimstobe?

Frankly, | think she'spopped
her cork, and if | wereyou, I'd
skip her soirees.

Editor’s note: Dear Abby is
writtenbyAbigail VanBuren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips, anc
was founded by her mother,
Pauline Phillips.

WriteDear Abby at www.Dear -
Abby.comor P.O. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, Calif. 90069.

Family Circus = Bil Keane

NORTH
MA 42
vJj72 .
108752
%107
WEST EAST
®53 MdKI98O6
YKQI1063 YA984
®J6 43
SdKJI42 $d9 G553
SOUTH
®QJ107
| )
®AKQ94
®#A QS8
The bidding:
East South  West North gosemen !
Pass 1 ‘ 1 ' 2 ‘ www famitycircus.com
3v 36 Pass 4 ¢
Pass 54

f’/;::)g\\? ) ))/)/Q)J

P

“If | combed my hair different, would |

look like a teenager?”

Opening lead — king of hearts.

A Casefor theDefense

Thisdeal occurredinapair event. Ashap-
penssooften, theresultsdiffered strikingly

fromtabletotable.

Gamesand partscoresinspadesand dia-
monds were attempted with varying suc-
cess, but the play was most interesting at
thosetableswherethecontract wasfivedia

monds.

Therewasnothing complicated about the

play at most of thesetables.

West |ed theking of heartsand continued
thesuit after East signaledwiththeeight or

nine.

Declarer ruffed, cashed the A-K of
trumps and finessed the queen of spades.
East took hiskingandreturnedaclub, but

South rejected the finesse, since he had a
sureway toavoidaclubloser by takingthe
ace and playing three rounds of spades,
discarding a club from dummy. At these
tables, declarer made five diamonds.

They would not have succeeded, how-
ever, hadthedefensebeen sharper. Attrick
one, East should have overtaken the king
of heartsand returned aclub.

Had hedonethat, Southwould havegone
down one.

Itisnot an extraordinary feat for East to
taketheking of heartswiththeaceinorder
tolead aclub.

He should assume West's overcall was
based on afive-card suit, which in turn
means declarer has only one heart.

East should count ontheaceof heartsand
king of spadesastwotricksfor thedefense
and should conclude that his side’s best
chancefor athirdtrick liesin clubs.

Oncethisconclusionisreached, itisclear
that clubs should be attacked at trick two,
and, obvioudly, it must bebetter for theclub
lead to comefrom East.

Crossword
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5 Condi- 40 They give often Saarinen
tions a hoot following 25 Deli

8 Attention 41 Coast “once” loaves
getter Guard 4 Got more 26 Canadian

12Use a officer maga- emblem
squeegee 45 Revealing zines 27 Writer

13 Pair fashion 5 Paragon Quindlen

14 Blue hue 47 “Mayday!” 6 Syllable 28 Ice?
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time 50 Probabil- Giant quest
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Gigolo” MEE BIRER HER valley
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