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New collection plan targets $3.6 million in judgments

Attorney General Phill Kline's
Consumer Protectionand Antitrust
Division istaking several Kansas
businesses and individuals back to
court to collect $3.6 millionin un-
paid judgments dating back to
1997.

“Infiling these actionstoday we
areputting peopleonnoticethat we

will use all resources available to
protect the citizens of Kansas,”
Klinesaid.

“1 would also encourage every-
one against whom ajudgment has
been rendered to contact the Con-
sumer Protectionand Antitrust Di-
visionand work out asettlementin
order to avoid our aggressive col-

lection efforts.”

Thefirst 11 businessesand indi-
vidual stargeted by “ Operation Pay-
day” are:

* Direct CommunicationInterna-
tional, ValueVision, Inc. and Satel -
lite Cable Systems, Inc.—
$1,972,527 for deceptive and un-
conscionableactsfrom February of

2000.

» Complete Home Security, Inc.,
andAlarmProfessional Services—
$1,476,977.24 for deceptive and
unconscionable acts from July of
2002.

» Bud Foster Enterprises and
Carlson Auction Service, Inc. —
$71,000 for adefault and consent

judgment from September of 2000.

 4-Seasons Chimney Sweep
Company — $30,000 for adefault
and consent judgment from Sep-
tember of 1997.

*M & W Termite and Pest Con-
trol —$35,399 for misrepresenta-
tion of guarantees, thenatureof pest
control chemicalsand Department

Nominations sought for outstanding businesses

TheKansasDepartment of Com-
merce is urging Kansans to nomi-
nate businessesintheir local com-
munitiesfor recognitionby thestate
during Kansas BusinessApprecia-
tion Monthin June.

“The commerce office sponsors
BusinessAppreciationMonthasan
annual tributeto Kansasbusinesses
for the jobs they provide, the con-
tributions they make to the state
economy and quality of life, andthe
support they give their local com-

Tourism group encourages travel

The state’s Travel and Tourism
department rel eased the following
event and festivals that are sched-
uled the second and third week of
April.

Thisisonly afew examples of
places to explore in Kansas, said
Beverly Hurly, with the depart-
ment.

“Check out these and other e-
vents on the Kansas Travel &
Tourism’s web site, www.travel-
KS.com.

For questions, call the specific
placeswherethe event is planned.

Innortheast Kansas, asampling
of eventsinclude:

A Spring wonderland of thou-
sands of tulips and daffodils high-
light what isknownas“ TulipTime
at Binkley Gardens.” Thisheavily-
wooded, 3 1/2-acregardenhasdoz-
ens of flowering trees and shrubs
alongwithother bright spring flow-
ersand apond. The event days be-
ginApril 10 and continue through
April 21 at 4536 SW Elevation
Lane, Topeka, Kan. 66610. For
questions, call toll-free at 1-800-
235-1030.

» The Downtown Topeka Farm-
ers Marketwithfruits, vegetables,
arts, crafts, andmoreavailable. The
market datesbeginApril 10through
Sept. 25 at 10th and TopekaBlvd.,
Topeka, Kan. 66612. The market
will beopenon Saturdaysfrom7:30
a.m. until noon. Forinformationon
theweb goto: www.topekacvb.org
or call (785) 286-1748.

In north central Kansas, thefol-
lowing examples of eventsand fes-
tivalsinclude: ¢« The Prairie Fire
Festival, which is a celebration of
the Chase County phenomenon of
Prairie Fire. Exhibits of fine art,
music, quilts, poetry, and crafts of
all descriptions. Thefestival will be
April 9 and 10 beginning at 7:30
a.m. The location of the fesstival

munities,” said Sally Lunsford, di-
rector of publicinformationfor the
state’s department of commerce
office.

The deadline for nominations
will need to bereceived by 5 p.m.,
Thursday, April 1, she said, and
nominations may be submitted
online by visiting the Kansas De-
partment of Commerceweb siteat:
http://ww.kansascommerce.com/
bam

Printable nomination forms are

will be downtown Cottonwood
FallsonBroadway Street. For ques-
tions, call (620) 273-6020 or go to
the website: www.prairiefirefesti-
val.com

e Therewill beaFlint HillsBarn
Dance complete with contras, tra-
ditional squares, waltzes, andmore.
The dance is Saturday, April 10 at
901 Yuma Street, Doughlass Com-
munity Center Annex, Manhattan,
Kan. 66502. Lessons begin at 7
p.m., with the dance from 7:30 to
10:30 p.m. For questions go to the
website: www.kansasfolk.org/con-
tra/manhat.html or call (785) 539-
6306.

* PrairieDrifter Sunset Tourisan
open air two-hour ride in a 1958
graintruck through 20 milesof the
scenic Flint Hills back roads. The
tour is Friday and Saturday nights
only fromApril 1 through Oct. 31,
at 215 Broadway, Grand Central
Hotel, Cottonwood Falls, Kan.
66845 or visit the website:
www.grandcentral hotel.comor call
(620) 273-6763. Organizers are
alsooffering sunrise, specialty, and
midday picnic breaks by appoint-
ment.

Closer tohomeinnorthwest Kan-
saseventsinclude:

« Producefor Victory: Posterson
the American Home Front, 1941-
1945, highlighting 25 vintage rep-
lica posters from the Smithsonian
Institute that illustrate the factory
andthehome, whichwerealsoare-
nasof war. Local community exhib-
its, speakers, USO shows, and film
festivals are all part of this event
from March 26 through May 7,
Tuesdaysthrough Fridaysfrom 10
a.m. to 5 p.m.; Saturday, Sunday
and Mondaysfrom1to4 p.m. The
exhibitisat the CarnegieArtsCen-
ter, 120 W. 12th in Goodland. For
questions, either visitthewebsiteat
www.goodlandnet.com/artcenter

Income tax help continues
for low, moderate families

WICHITA—Taxpayerswhofile
electronically and opt for having
their refund deposited directly into
their bank account usually have
their refundin eight to 15 days, ac-
cording to Judy Stengel, Internal
Revenue Servicesenior tax special-
ist based in Wichita.

“Taxreturnsthat areinthesystem
at noon on Thursdays are trans-
ferred to a master computer, and
refundsare processed aweek and a
day later. More timeis needed for
refund checkstoreachtaxpayersin
themail,” Stengel said.

Low- to moderate-income indi-

Gay marriage
ban could hurt

TOPEKA (AP)—Amendingthe
Kansas Constitution to ban gay
marriagecouldbebadfor business,
opponents of the proposal told a
Senate panel Wednesday.

A new argument wasoffered dur-
ing Wednesday's committee hear-
ing — that changing the Kansas
Constitution would hurt economic
development. “It sends a message
to companies that companies with
gay and lesbian employeesare not
welcome in the state of Kansas,”
said Bruce Ney, aL awrence attor-
ney. And Sandra Stenzel, of Wa-
K eeney, economic development
director for Trego County, said,
“Don’t makemyjobany harder” by
adopting theproposed amendment.

“What drew meherewasthefree-
domtobewho | am,” shesaid.

“There are plenty of businesses
that don’t want to deal with homo-
sexual-lifestyle problems,” said
Sen. Kay O’ Connor, R-Olathe, who
supportstheproposed amendment.

viduals and families who haven't
prepared their tax returns yet may
want to take advantage of the Vol-
unteer Income Tax Assistance pro-
gram, she added.
InThomasCounty, call theexten-
sion office at 462-4582 Internal
Revenue Service publications
availableby calling 800-829-3676.

NEW ON MARKET!

b - |

5055 N. RANGE

ON THE EDGE OF TOWN-
A great brick ranch style home
on approx. 1 acre, bsmt, 2-car
grg, established trees, 3-4 Br’s,
3-baths & newer improvements.

425 W. 6th

ALMOST NEW-
Lovely ranch style family home
with 5 Br’s, 3-baths, full bsmt,
2-car garage & great corner lot.

Call MOLLY at 462-6700

FARM & RANCH REALTY, INC.
£ 1420W.4"—P.0. Box 947
[l Colby, KS 67701
U .E (785) 462-3904 ]
Donald L. Hazlett — Broker

www.farmandranchrealty.com

alsoavailableonthewebsiteunder
“Documents and Forms,” or by
contacting Kristy Druse at (785)
296-3805.

“Any individual or organization
may nominate one or more busi-
nessesintheir area,” Lunsfordsaid
today.

Nominations are being accepted
in four categories that include
manufacturing, distribution, ser-
vice, or retail. Thosenominatedwill
behonoredat seven special regional

or call (785) 899-6442.

* BurgessShale: Evolution’sBig
Bang Exhibit explorescurrent theo-
riesabout theexplosionof new life
forms 600 million years ago. The
exhibitrunsfromMarch 27 through
Oct. 3 at the Sternberg Museum of
Natural History, 3000 Sternberg
Dr., Hays, Kan. 67601. For ques-
tions, call toll free 1-877-332-1165
or visit thewebsite at: www.fhsu.-
edu/sternberg

* Parasols and Palmettos and
Nostalgic Tins Exhibitsinclude 75
watercolor and oil works of Mary
LaneMcMillan. Also 500 tins dat-
ing from late 1800s-1960s with
event dates from April 2 through
May 16 at the Dane Hansen
Musuem, 110 W. Main, Logan,
Kan. 67646. For questions, call
(785) 689-4846.

In south central Kansas, thefol-

recognition events to be held
throughout the state.

“Every nominated business will
be honored, and regional winners
will be named in each category,”
shesaid.

The locations of the regional
events will be announced in later
newsrel eases.

Inadditiontotheregional recog-
nitions, one outstanding Kansas
business, selected from all those
nominated inthestate, will receive

IN Kansas

lowing isa sampling of events:

e Fromdigital totraditional-with-
a-twist, 2004 New Art Event at the
Ulrich Museum of Art had many
cutting-edge artworks by today’s
hottest young international artists
aremakingtheir debut thisyear. The
event, which started last week, will
continue through April 25 at 1845
Fairmont at Wichita State Univer-
sity in Wichita, Kan. 67260. For
questions, phone(316) 978-3664 or
visit the website: www.ulrich.-
wichita.edu

* Messiah Festival of Art and
Musicisaweek-long celebration of
Handel’sMessiah, Bach'sSt. Mat-
thew Passion, concerts, theatrepro-
ductions, and Midwest art exhibi-
tion.

The festival is from April 4
through April 11 at Bethany Col-
lege, 421 N. 1st St.,

Colby Country Club

St. Patrick’s Day
Dance

Saturday, March 20 ~9-12

~DJ - Tucker Stover ~

Featured Entrees: Prime Rib, Walleye,
Breaded Jumbo Shrimp

ee|l imited Reser vationsee

the Governor’s Award of Excel-
lence, which Lunsford said is the
highest honor a business can re-
celvefromthe state.

Finalists for the Governor’s
Award of Excellence will be an-
nounced in May.

Funding for BusinessApprecia-
tionMonthactivitiesisprovided by
theEconomic Development Initia-
tives Fund, derived from state lot-
tery proceeds, and al so by theKan-
sas Cavalry, a volunteer group
whosememberssupport economic
devel opment and serveasbusiness
ambassadorsfor the state.

“The mission of the Kansas De-
partment of Commerce isto em-
power business and communities
through bold|eadershipusing stra-
tegicresourcestorealizeprosperity
inKansas,” Lunsford said about the
department’sgoals.

of Agriculture licensing from July
of 2001.

* Emberton Photography —
$6,079for adefaultjudgment from
October 2002.

e American Chamber For The
Peoplelnc.—$5,000for willful use
of misrepresentationand violations
of the door-to-door salesrulefrom
April of 2000.

e David Pickett — $5,131 for
willful use of misrepresentation,
innuendoandfailuretodeliver from
February of 2001.

*Mark Rank —$1,565for acon-
sent judgment from June of 2000.

» Corporate Financial — $3,00C
for violations including failure tc
register withtheKansasConsumer
Credit Commissioner fromAugust
of 2000.

« National Air Defense Systems
— $3,000judgment fromAugust of
2000 ($2,400 has been paid)

It looks like the perfect d.
The only problem is, it’s a p.

It's dyslexia. A reading disability where some
kids confuse their d's with p's, b's and ¢’s
But, with help most of these kids can go on to do
well in school. Call 1-888-GR8-MIND now.
There’s no reason to be held back.

Spring Clegan-up Time is Herel

Eﬁ

DO-IT-YOURSELFR SAVIE S
Rentals by the hour or daily rates
* Roto-tillers * Aerators
* Power Rakes * Many More

165 W. 4th - Downtown Colby

CALL US

TODAY!
460-2432

We’ve got exactly what you need.

Customize your service with:
* Mobile to mobile calls to Unicel customers
¢ Unlimited night and weekend calling
* UText" messaging
* Additional lines for family

Plus, our nights start at 8pm!

Open Sundays 1-5pm

UNICEL

Unlike other wireless companies,

OUR NATIONWIDE PLAN

actually includes the entire nation.

True Nationwide Calling for just $30 monthly access. Only at Unicel.

three FREE.

1-800-GO CELLULAR 1462-35581

Unicel Retail Stores: Colby: 1933 South Range, Suite 1 Great Bend: 1101 Main St. Hays: 4325 Vine St.

Unicel Authorized Agents: Atwood: Decision Weather Goodland: Mobile Connections Hays: Horizon Appliance « Midwest Drugs LaCrosse: Dean’s Auto Sales Ness City: Ness City Monument & Sign Co. Norton: Computer Pro
Phillipsburg: Computer Pro Plainville: Saven Video Pratt: T Communications Sharon Springs: Amber’s Hair Design St. Francis: Steven’s KS Territorial Stockton: Primetime Wakeeney: True Value

Unicel is a service of RCC Holdings, Inc. Fees will be added to your bill for each line of service to help defray Unicel’s costs of complying with federal and state regulatory obligations; these fees
are not taxes or government-required charges. Offer subject to terms of wireless service agreement and plan details. $25 activation fee required on all new activations. $200 early termination
fee applies to each line. Credit check and security deposit may be required. Maps are presented for geographic reference only and do not represent a guarantee of service availability. Digital
features and service are not available in all areas and may vary due to atmospheric, topographical and other conditions. Requires use of approved tri-mode digital equipment. Must meet
applicable legal age requirements, present valid I.D. and have a user address within the Unicel Home Area. Federal, state and local taxes and surcharges apply. Limited time offer; other restrictions
apply. See store for details and guarantee terms and conditions.

Buy one Motorola v120 o

for $9.99 and get up to

Hurry, free phone offer ends soon.

New 24-month service agreement required on all promotions.
One free phone per additional line.

part of life here.

www.unicel.com




