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Letters

Column sparks interest

Tothe Colby FreePress:

Thank you for publishing the long letter | wrote as acom-
mentary (in Wednesday’ s edition).

Thisevening | received acall from Dorothy Francis. She
said she’ d read about the* Notch’ in the Colby Free Pressand
wondered if | thought it would be passed this time and what
should shedoabout it sol told her shecouldwritetothechair-
man and ask for the* Petition to Membersof the United States
House of Representatives and the United States Senate” and
thatinadditiontosigningitand sendingit back shemight also
send acopy to Sen. Sam Brownback and to Sen. Pat Roberts
as| had done.

| told her that in additionto sendingit tothem I’ d al'so send
acopy toGov. Kathleen Sebelius, toKansasRep. imMorrison
andto KansasSen. Stan Clark. Shewastoldthat when shegot
the petition they’ d probably also ask for adonation. Actually
what they wantismorememberssoyou pay what youfeel you
can afford.

Probably several petitions would be sent if they were re-
quested: Thisistheaddress| gave Dorothy:

GeorgeA. Smith, Chairman

TREA Senior CitizensLeague
P.O.Box 97173

Washington, D.C. 20090-7173

| got thewebsiteat: http://www.tscl.org and found thetele-
phone number whichis: 1-800-333-8725.

| can’'t say whether or not the bill will passthistime but if
individualsfromanareaor agroup of individual swrotetotheir
congressmen/congresswomen and lit afire under them they
might moveinthedirectionof getting* NotchReform’ passed!

Ms. EdnaA. Hatcher
Colby

hatcher @st-tel.net
(Letter #17)

About those letters . ..

The Free Press encourages and welcomes lettersfrom
readers. Lettersshould betypewritten, if at all possible, and
should include atel ephone number and an address. Most
importantly, all lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned
letters cannot be published.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark-
@ink.org
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Kennedy lecture was a plus

Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., son of the former at-
torney general and presidential candidategunned
downin 1968, wasin Colby last Thursday aspart
of the Dr. Max Pickerill lecture series at Colby
Community College.

Although | had some reservations about his
solutionsand even perhaps someof histhinking
onwhy we need to do what he said, hewaswell
worth hearing simply because he made usthink
about anissue that needs thinking about.

Speaking out about pollution, especially cor-
poratepollutionisnot aspopul ar asit wasat one
time. In light of recent economic downturns,
many are unwilling to put any restrictions on
businesses which might slow down arecovery
or moveevenmorejobsoverseasthanareal ready
going.

However, we have to ask ourselves about the
long-term effects of any short-term solution we
try, whether those effects are environmental or
economic. Itiseasy todismisssuchtak asalarm-
ist, but ultimately our chickenswill come home
toroost.

No, we cannot predict everything that will
happeninthefuture. Nor can we expect thefed-
eral government tofix everything. Wecan, how-
ever, takereasonabl e stepsto protect ourselves.

One of the things he said that rang most true
was about free markets. His contention that the
littleguy wasoutgunned whenlargecorporations
received subsidies and tax breaks along with
passing on clean-up coststothel ocal swassome-
thing | hadn’t thought of in quite that way.

Hisbiggest problemwasinthecontradictions

Jay Kelley

® Speaking
MyMind

-

between the belief that the feds need to be in-
volved and the success of grass-roots cam-
paigns. If itissoapparent that the EPA and other
agencies have been impotent, why should we
rely onthem?

| was disappointed when an agricultural re-
porter missed that point and instead miscon-
strued what K ennedy had sai d about fat catsand
subsidies to imply he thought small farmers
werefat cats.

What he had actually said wasthe major pol-
luters were fat cats getting subsidies, which
couldbetrue. Henever said, or implied, every-
one getting asubsidy wasafat cat.

Thereisagood piece of advice to would-be
reporters. Listentowhat peopleactually say. If
they arehonest, they deservethat respect. If they
aredishonest, youdon't needtotwisttheirwords
to catch them.

Overall, Kennedy had the passion of a
preacher, but that washisdownfall aswell. You
see, thosewithreal passionaresometimesguilty
of overstatingthecase. Preachers, includingthis
one, haveto becareful about saying alwaysand

Word ‘fair’ enters the

Passing aschool finance plan would be diffi-
cult enough for legislatorsif the only question
were how many more millions of dollars el-
ementary and secondary schools need.

But the debate encompassesanother hugeis-
sue — whether the formulain Kansas law for
distributing state aid to school districtsisfair.

Addressing only oneof thetwo bigissueswill
not be enough to satisfy the Salina and Dodge
City schoal districts, whichsuedthestatein 1999
over school finance — and it might not be
enough to satisfy the Kansas Supreme Court.

Meanwhile, legislatorsseemoverwhelmedin
trying to deal with both big problemsat once.

“There are two tracks upon which school fi-
nance runs,” House Speaker Doug Mays, R-
Topeka, said last week.

Thecurrent budget provides$2.6billioninaid
to the 302 school districts, but the Dodge City
and Salinadistrictsargued in their lawsuit that
theamount wastoo little. They have suggested
anincrease of $1.03 billionisnecessary to pro-
videa"“suitable” educationto al children.

Thetwo districts also argued that the stateis
unfairindistributingitsfunds, sothat extradol-
lars do not follow poor, disabled and minority
students who need extra attention to do well in
the classroom.

In December, Shawnee County District Judge
Terry Bullock issued apreliminary order siding
with the two school districts and gave Gov.
Kathleen Sebelius and legislators until July to
fix constitutional flaws in the school finance
system. Attorney General Phill Kline has ap-
peal ed to the Supreme Court.

The Dodge City and Salina districts argued
that theschool financeformula, enactedin 1992,
provides too much money to small districts,
while shorting programs for poor students, bi-
lingual education and special education.

“Our formulaisout of whack,” |ead plaintiffs
attorney Alan Rupe said last week during the
annual Day at the Legislature program for re-
porters, editorsand newspaper publishers, spon-

John
Hanna

® Statehouse
Scribe

sored by TheAPand the KansasPressAssocia-
tion. “ That’ stheessence of what our casewas.”

Under current law, the state provides $3,863
per pupil ingeneral stateaidto each school dis-
trict.

But the state also “weights” — artificially
inflates — each district’s enrollment, shifting
money among districts to provide additional
dollars for items such as transportation, bilin-
gual education and vocational education. For
example, a student who receives a free lunch
alsoisconsidered at risk of failing and counts
as 1.1 students when a district’s enroliment is
tallied.

Some$250millioninspecial educationfunds
aredistributed separately, based on the number
of teachers and paraprofessionalsemployedin
adistrict, as well as the costs for transporting
special ed students.

How much the state should spend on educa-
tion isthe biggest budget issue facing legisla-
torseachyear becauseaidto public schoolscon-
sumesmorethan half of the state’ sgeneral rev-
enues. Annually, thedebate pitseducation offi-
cialsandtheir alliesagainstlegislatorswhowant
to hold theline on spending.

Sebelius has proposed higher taxeson sales,
property and individual income so the state
could phaseina$304 millionincreasein spend-
ing over three years. Demacrats are willing to
settle for the first year’s installment of $137
million, while some Republicans are talking
about an even smaller package.

“Education’sover herewithaninsatiableap-

never. Yes, there arethingsthat are always and
never true, but there are al so thingsthat are not
always or never true and honesty demands we
differentiate between the two. The other piece
of adviceisstick to asubject you know.

Some of his references to the Bible and the
prophets were off-base factually, although his
pointwasagood one. However, thosewho know
andrespect theBiblecould havebeenturned off
by that.

| know it aff ected my own opinionof hiscred-
ibility.

Overall, though, weneedto hear morepeople
like Kennedy. There are too many people who
do not understand the problem, don’t have any
answersat all and, mostimportantly, don’t have
any ideaof thereal costsof implementing solu-
tions.

Somewill probably call metotask for defend-
ing aliberal, but on thisone I'll take the heat.
One can be open-minded without letting our
brains fall out; something some seem to have
forgotten.

Kennedy didn’t give answers as much as he
helped define the question. It’s not about the
environment verses humanity ~ it’s about hu-
manity thriving in the best environment pos-
sible.

Ultimately, | don’t think Kennedy had the
rightanswers, but I’ [l givehimcreditfor trying.

Jay Kelleyisalocal minister and writer who
speakshismind fromtimetotime. Hise-mail i<
jkelley@nwkansas.com.

picture

petite for money,” said Dan Biles, an attorney
for the State Board of Education. “Onthe other
side of the continuum isthe Legislature, which
has an uncontrollable penchant for mischief.”

Yet money alone — even $1 billion —
couldn’t solve all of the problems Bullock anc
the Dodge City and Salina districts saw with
school finance, because of how the formula
works.

“Money that you pump through the current
formulaperpetuates— andin somecases, even
exacerbates— inequities,” said John Robb, an-
other attorney for the Dodge City and Saline
districts.

There'slittledoubt that rewritingtheformul e
ispoliticaly difficult, because each tweak cre-
ates dozens of winners and losers. When mil-
lions of extra dollars are added to the pot, &
change in the formula means some districts
won'’t get asmuch money asthey could absent
change.

Early in the 2004 session, criticism forcec
Sebeliusto withdraw aproposal to redistribute
specia education funds so that districts woulc
receive $434 for each student, regardless of
whether they needed services.

A Department of Education computer run
doomedtheidea. Whileother partsof Sebelius
plan protected districts against actually losing
money in the 2004-05 school year, the special
education plan meant some districtswould see
their increases in total aid scaled back — by
hundredsof thousandsof dollarsin somecases.

Thedepartment’ scomputer runsarecommon
each session, and | egislators consult them rou-
tinely beforedeciding how tovoteon school fi-
nanceissues. They can tell exactly how aplan
will affect their local districts, and how other
legislators' districtsfarein comparison.

“Themost difficult task isto work out afor-
mula,” Mayssaid.

Palitical Writer John Hanna hascovered state
government and politicssince 1987.



