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the beginning of June.

John Thompson with Mazanec Construction of Colby worked today on a window on the horse
barn at the Thomas County Fairgrounds. Mazanec Construction won a bid earlier to side the
horse, sheep and poultry barns and also put on new doors. The work should be completed by

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Colby street project
hits snag at meeting

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

One councilman asked for more
timetoreview apetition requesting
improvementsto CopelandAvenue
from W. 5th to W. 7th Streets dur-
ing Tuesday’s Colby City Council
meeting.

After hearing from homeowners
and fellow council members, Jim
Tubbs asked if the issue could be
tabled until the next meeting
thereby giving him time to ook
over theproposal and streetinques-
tion.

Prior to Tubbs' request and after
somediscussion, Councilman John
Bremenkamp madeamotiontoap-
provethestreet project, but the ac-
tionitemfailed for alack of asec-
ond.

The petition and improvements
proposedwouldresultinthewiden-
ing of Copeland Avenue, makeim-
provementsto the storm sewer and
add curb and guttering at an esti-
mated cost of $38,900 wasinitially
brought forwardtothecouncil with
53 percent of homeownerssigning.

However, Todd Voss, represent-
ing Voss Rentals, LLC and Paul
Bedore, speaking for Colby Sixth
Street Club, both voiced concerns
with the street improvements.
There were also othersin favor of
theimprovements at the meeting.

Vosstoldthecouncil that hecan-
not understand why thereisaneed
for tearing up the yards of three
homesinthat vicinity andwhy there
needs to be improvements on a
drainage areathat hasalwaysbeen
there.

Asforthepetition, bothVVossand
Bedoresaid they havenever seena
petition or been ableto sign off on

Everybody should have had a
chanceto look at the petition.”

Councilman Jim Tubbs,

regarding Copeland Avenue improvements

it oneway or the other.

“Everybody should have had a
chance to look at the petition,”
Tubbs said. Although Mayor War-
ren Hixson pointed out that some-
times when a petition reaches the
52-53 percent of acceptance, the
petitionersstop circulating it.

Thepercentageof thoseopposing
the new street is estimated at 47
percent, according to information
provided at the council meeting.

The property owners that have
front footage include Scott and
Bronwyn King, Colby Sixth Street
Club, Voss Rentals, David and
Sherry Kriegshauser, Mark and
Rebecca Peterson, Charles
Baalman, Keith Baalman, Terri
Grillot, Dr. Gary and Jane Slavens,
Larry and Sarah Jane Barrett and
Steven and LindaVaughn.

Of those names submitted to the
council, property ownersnot sign-
ing the petition were Colby Sixth
Street Club representatives, Voss
Rentals, David and Sherry
Kriegshauser, Mark and Rebecca
Peterson and Terri Grillot.

It wasnot confirmed at the coun-
cil meeting as to whether or not
those who failed to sign had even
seen the petition.

In the event the council were to
approvethewidening and upgrades
on Copeland Avenue, Joel Kriss,

city attorney, said it would not re-
quire a public hearing. The only
thing necessary, he said, was veri-
fying the percentages, which was
already compl eted by Greg Gordon
with Gordon Company.

Opponentsof thestreet upgrades
also questioned whether or not it
couldbedonewithout arecommen-
dation from the state.

Bedore said it was his under-
standing, based on conversationshe
had with a state official, that any
time there is a changein the water
drainage from the existing area, it
will require a state recommenda-
tion.

Inthisparticular situation, Kriss
said hedidn’t believethat would be
necessary since the change ap-
peared to not besignificant enough
to change the water flow from the
original draw on the north end of
Copeland where the widening
would occur.

Another issue Kriss brought up
wasthefact that under statutes, the
city isnot required to act even with
a petition based on the language
noting that the wording is “ may”
and not “shall.”

In addition to tabling the issue
until Tuesday, March 30, Tubbs
suggested that owners wanting tc
offer their opinion are encouragec
to talk with him about it.

Maintenance company adds public information representative

By TISHA COX

public affairs represen-

Colby Free Press

The Detachment 2 170th Maintenance
Company in Colby has a new unit public
affairsrepresentative, butit’safacepeople
will recognize even though he no longer

livesin the community.

Sat. Billy Joneshasbeenamember of the
National Guard for six years, assigned to
the Col by unit but only recently becamethe
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Comfortable

Colby, Oakley, Hoxiearea

Tonight...Mostly clear. Lows
around 40. Southwinds10to 15
mph. Friday...Mostly sunny in
the morning then becoming
partly cloudy. Warmer. Highsin
themid 80s. West winds10to 15
mph. Friday night...Partly
cloudy. Lows in the lower 40s.
West winds 10 to 15 mph shift-
ingtothenorthwest 10to 20 mph
after midnight.
Saturday...Partly cloudy.
Cooler. Highsin the lower 60s.
Northeast winds 10 to 20 mph.
Saturday night through Sun-
day night...Partly cloudy. Highs
intheupper 60s. Lowsinthemid
30s. Monday...Mostly sunny.
Highsinthelower 70s.

Thenumbers

Wednesday’s high, 70

Low thismorning, 31

Records for March 18, 90 in
1921 and-3in 1958

Year ago today, 54 and 39

Precipitation past 24 hours,
0.00

Marchtotal, 0.74

March snowfall, 1inch

Soil temperature, 49

Thesources:

The forecast is from the Na-
tional Wesather Service, and other
numbersarefromtheNorthwest
Research-Extension Center,
Colby.

tative. He moved to
McCook, Neb. last
month but is still with
the Colby Guard unit.
“Alot of peopleknow
methereintown,” Jones
said, adding he was a
member of the Colby

5
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- mas County Emergency Medical Services
and worked for Servi-Tech before he

moved.
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Fire Department, Tho-

Sgt. Jones

Hesaid hebecamethecommunity affairs
representativebecausehewasasked by 1st
Sgt. Manuel Rubio, of the 170th in Colby
if hewould take on the additional duty.
= Jones said he wants the community to
know hewill bethereto answer questions
about the Guard, from parents wanting to

know about educational opportunitiesfor
their kidstoany other questionsthey might
have. Jonesisanequipment unit dispatcher
and it'shisjob to make sure equipment is
combat ready and that preventative main-
tenanceisperformed eachmonth. He' sal so
ateam leader in hissquad and helpsguide
new soldiers coming into the Guard.
Jonessaid hejoined up six yearsago be-
causethemilitary seemedlikeit wasideal

for him.

“It just kind of fit me,” he said. “I’'m &
neat, organized person. Themilitary fitsme
kind of well.”

Thedisciplineand opportunity tostay fit
werealsodraws. Sowasthechancetolearn
more about Colby. He said the Guard is
activeinthe community and that was al so
appealing. “ That was another reason I'd
donethat,” Jones said.

Thomas County clerk reports no new election filings

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press
There hasbeen no new filing ac-
tivity since the beginning of the
month, Thomas County Clerk
Tracey Perkinssaid today, inrefer-
encetotheAugust primary election.

House panel to review school plan

TOPEKA (AP) — With aplan
from House Republicans for in-
creasing school funding by $92
millionfacingdebateincommittee,
the GOPisfar from united.

“Trying to get Republicans to
agreeishard, letalone125 people,”
said House Education Committee
Chairwoman Kathe Decker, R-
Clay Center.

“People just aren’t there yet,” she
said. The deadline to run for the
Aug. 10primary isJune10at noon.

Several residents havefiled, in-
cluding Republicans Bert Stramel
and Bill Miller, Jr. for county com-
missioner of District #3, currently

Decker’scommitteewastobegin
debate Thursday on what House
Speaker Doug Mays, R-Topeka,
and Majority Leader Clay Aurand,
R-Courtland, have acknowledged
is a short-term solution to school
financeissues. Both plannedtotes-
tify.

An endorsement by the commit-
teewould send abill containingthe

held by Duane Dawes.
Republican Undersheriff Mike
Baughnhasfiledfor theseat held by
Democrat Sheriff Tom Jones who
said earlier that he wouldn't be
seeking reelection. .
Rep. Jim Morrison, R-Colby,

plan to the entire 125-member
Housefor debate.

Theplanwouldallow school dis-
trictsto increase spending on spe-
cial education programs by $40.5
million, but districtswould haveto
reduce or eliminate a property tax
break for home ownersto get some
of thefunds.

Kansas currently exempts the

also filed. He represents District
121, madeup of Thomas, Sherman,
Sheridan and Graham counties.
Other residents who have filed
are Lyman Bear, a Republican for
Brewster-Barrett Townshiptrustee
and Wilbur F. Henry, aRepublican

for Rovohl Townshiptrustee. Alsc
upfor electionareCounty Treasurer
Doneta Applebury, County Attor-
ney LaurenceA. Taylor, Register of
Deeds Maybelle Moore, Perkins,
and County Commissioner Glenn
Kersenbrock, District #2.

» Senate plan pending

first $2,300 of aresidential pro-
perty’s assessed value from the
state's school levy, saving owners
$46 ayear. Thelevy is$20 for ev-
ery $1,000 of aresidential pro-
perty’sassessed value.

The plan also would increase
spending onteacher mentoring, bi-
lingual education and programsfor
childrenwhoareat risk of dropping

out by about $28.5million, through
existing state resources yet to be
identified.

Rep. Bill Kassebaum, isn't im-
pressed. “It's not my plan,” said
Kassebaum, R-Burdick, who was
part of group of freshmen legisla-
torswho proposed aschool package
last year, funded through statewide
tax increases.
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Endowment banquet scheduled

Heartland Christian School will holdits*Partnersfor the
Future” endowment banquet at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, April 2
at the Colby Community College Student Union. Ticketsare
$10 each and the deadline for purchasing ticketsis Thurs-
day, April 1. Tickets may be purchased from any Heartland
Christian School family or by calling 460-6419.

Program planned at grade school

First gradestudentsat Col by Elementary School areplan-
ning aprogram entitled, Fromthe Inside Out, at 2:30 p.m.
and 7 p.m., Thursday, April 1,inthegradeschool auditorium.
Theeventisfree and open to everyone.

Baked potato bar Sunday

In observance of Red Cross month, the Thomas County
Red Crossisservingabaked potato bar from 11:30a.m. until
1:30p.m., Sunday. Theeventisplannedat Fairview Estates,
1630 Sewell Avenue, Colby with free will donations being

accepted. Board membersand other local Red Crossvolun-
teerswill be serving. For questions, call Mary Smith, chap-
ter manager, (785) 462-7161.

Free sports physicals offered in May

Colby Medical and Surgical Center, 175 S. Range, will
offer free physical examinations for students in Colby,
Rexford and Brewster for the 2004-05 school years. All
physicals will be given on Tuesday, May 11 with students
fromColby MiddleSchool arriving by 5:30p.m.; Colby High
School by 6:15 p.m., and for Golden Plains and Brewster
students, 7 p.m. Thisisafree servicefor area studentswho
plan to participate in athletic events next year. Any student
planning to participatein the physical examinationisasked
to bring the forms with them, which are available at the
schools. For questions, call (785) 462-3332.

Boy Scout soup supper

Boy Scout Troop 141 will hold a soup supper starting at
4:30 p.m. Sunday at the Colby Community Building. The

supper isbeing held in conjunction with the All-Star game
at the community building.

Collegeendowmentauction planned

The Colby Community College Endowment A ssociation
issponsoringitsannual dinner and auction, beginning at 4:45
p.m., Saturday, April 3. Thisyear’s event entitled, “Holly-
wood,” will be held at the Comfort Inn Convention Center
in Colby. Ticketsfor the benefit dinner and auction can be
made by calling (785) 462-4684. Deadline for ticket reser-
vationsis Monday, March 22. The buffet dinner will begin
at 5:30 p.m. withtheliveauction at 7 p.m.

Early childhood screenings planned

The Northwest Kansas Educational Service Center staff
will be assisting Brewster Public Schools with free early
childhood screenings on Thursday, March 25. The screen-
ings will be offered to children with special needs. For an
appointment, call Sheri Horney at Brewster Schools, (785)
694-2236.
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