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\Woman asks for help in dealing with husband’s mooching friend

DEAR ABBY: My husband’s
friend,“Kevin,” hasbeencomingto
our house once aweek for the past
eight years.

Heisaways broke and looking
for ahandout, eventhough hehasa
full-timejob.

In the beginning, | tried to help
him by inviting himto stay for din-
ner onceinawhile.

Now hehasstarted to complain:
The steak isn’'t cooked the way he
likesit, or | don’'t tossthe salad the
way hismom does.

(By theway, Kevinis35andstill
livesat home.)

The reason he always needs
money isthat he spendsevery pay-
check on drugs.

| recently gave birth to my first
child and | don’t want him to be
around someonelikeKevin, but my
husband refuses to stop his friend
from coming to our house.

How can| — politely — get this
moocher out of my home without
causing trouble between my hus-
band and myself?

—NEW MOM

DEAR NEW MOM: That's
easy. Stop feeding that moocher
steak, govegetarian, and tossthe
saladsYOUR way. | predict he'll
beout of your hair assoon asthe
gravy train stopsrolling.

P.S. You don’t mention what
kind of drugsthismanisaddicted
to, but he should not be around
your baby while heisunder the
influence.

If your husband continuesto
object, explaintohimthat it could
be considered child endanger-
ment.

DEARABBY: My 13-year-old
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® Dear
Abby
daughter wasmolested by her half-

brother for almost ayear beforeshe
found the couragetotell us.

When we found out, we did ev-
erythingwecouldto help her over-
come this. We even moved out of
stateto give her afresh start.

Thetroubleis, her half-brother
has contacted my husband again.
Hewantstovisit us.

| donotwant himinthishouse—
and my daughter feels the same
way. Some family members say |
amdenying my husband arelation-
ship with hisson. I’m not trying to
keep them apart; I’mtryingto pro-
tect my daughter.

| havereachedthepointthat | will
leave and takemy kidswithmebe-

forel’ll exposethem to thisagain.
Am| wrong?
— STRONGLY AGAINST

VISIT

DEAR STRONGLY: No, you
are not wrong. You are a con-
cerned and protective mother,
andyour firstobligationistopro-
tect your daughter from her
predator.

Tell the" family member s’ that
your husband can visit his son,
but not viceversa. And makeno
apologies.

DEARABBY: My husband and
| are anticipating the arrival of our
first child intwo months. We have
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registered at alocal store for the
itemswewill need.

A closefriend hasgraciously of-
feredtogivemeababy shower, but
sherefusestoaddwherewearereg-
isteredtotheinvitation. Shesaysit’s
poor etiquette.

Isn’t the whole point of a baby
shower toreceivegifts?lspointing
people in the right direction so
wrong?

Theinvitationsgooutinlessthan
aweek. Help, ASAP!

— BAFFLED IN ORANGE,
CA.

DEAR BAFFLED: Sorry, but
| agreewith your friend. Whileit
isunder stood that shower sareall
about gettinggifts,amorerefined
way to get the message acrossis
for the hostess to verbally com-
municate where the guest of
honor isregistered at thetimethe
inviteesRSVP.

DEARABBY: My boyfriendhas
posted his profile on adating Web
siteinthehopeof finding somenew
friends

. | am freguently out of town on
business, and hehasdecidedthat he
wouldliketoconversewith“artsy”
people during theweek whilel am
away.

HeclaimsthisWebsiteistheonly
way to meet like-minded people.

Whilel don’tmind hiswantingto

meet people, | feel that using adat-
ingWebsiteisinappropriate. | read
hisprofile; init heindicatesthat he
is“single.” (Hepromiseshewill tell
the woman he meetsthat heis not
single*“whenandif thetopic comes
up.”)

I think it’swrong to meet people
based onalie. He swearshewould
never cheat on me.

How can| convincehimthat this
isaform of cheating and that it's
disrespectful to me?

— FRUSTRATED IN NEW
YORK

DEAR FRUSTRATED: If you
can’t seethat your boyfriend is
“fishing,” then you are angling
for trouble.

Since he has shown that heis
willingtomisrepresent himselfto
the women he meetson the Web
site, what makes you think he
would hesitatetolietoyou?

If I wereyou, I'd find another
boyfriend.

Thisoneissetting you up for a
whaleof aheartbreak.

DEAR ABBY: A year ago, my
stepdaughter got married and asked
my daughter to bein her wedding.

TheweddingwasinNorth Caro-
linaand we live in Pennsylvania.
Since my daughter couldn’t travel
theretobefittedfor her gown, itwas
shipped to us.
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We asked if we could goto ana
tional chain store and get the same
gownheretomakesurethesizewas
right.

Thebriderefused.

Whenthegownarrived, itwasthe
wrong size. We had to pay for the
extensivealterations, aswell asthe
gown.

Now my other stepdaughter is
getting married, and she wants my
daughter in her wedding.

If the gown she selects doesn’t
fit,woulditbewrongtoask that the
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alterationsbepaidfor by thebride”
Sheknowsthetroublewe had with
thelast gown, butinsistson picking
out the gown at astorein her area.
Help!
—RE-FITTOBETIED
DEARRE-FIT: You'reall fam-
ily. Aslong asthedressisidenti-
cal,it shouldn’t matter wherethe
gar ment ispurchased. However,
if sheinsistson ordering agown
from a store in her area, she
should bepreparedtopayfor the
alterations.
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NICK Rugrats [Spon- Oddpar- All That FuII Full Cosby |[Cosby |Rose- |[Rose- |Cosby |Cosby
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