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Old Depot
Restaurant
gets update

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Expansion is the name of the
gamefor the Bourquins.

Their Old Depot Restaurant
will be the site of an open house
today and Saturday to giveresi-
dentsandvisitorsachanceto see
two new additions to the eatery
and campground.

A cabinandtearoomhavebeen
added to the business.

“Thosearebrand new ventures
for us,” said owner Shirley
Bourquin.“ I thinkit’sgoingtobe
real popular.”

The opening will run until 6
p.m. today and from 11 a.m. to 6
p.m. on Saturday. Free chili will
beserved out of thecabinandfree
pecan rolls are available at the
restaurant. They’ realsohavinga
give away for afreenight in the
new camping cabin.

The campground usually
opensApril 1, but Bourquinsaid
sheand her husband Dan decided
toopenearly thisyear to show off
the cabin and tearoom.

“We' reaseasonal businessbe-
causeof tourism,” Bourquinsaid,
addingthebusinessisopenApril
through November. “ We opened
alittlebit early thisyeartoget our
feetonthegroundwiththesenew
projects.”

She said Dan built the cabin
with help. Itwill sleepfour tosix
people and will feature a couch,
bunk beds, table and chairs.
Bourquinsaiditwill givepeople
the option to camp without hav-
ing to drivetoo far from home.

Thetearoominsidetherestau-
rantisavailablefor meetingsand
other functions. She said it’s al-

Dan Bourquin, one of the owners of Bourquin’s Campground and the Old Depot Restaurant, worked
on the new camping cabin this morning. The Bourquin’s are hosting an open house today and
Saturday to give people an opportunity to see the cabin and the new tea room inside the restau-
rant. The event runs until 6 p.m. on Saturday at I-70 Frontage Road on S. Franklin.

ready been rented out.

Bourquin said they first opened
the restaurant 13 years ago and it
was by reservation only, but that
changed.

Peopledon’t needreservationsto

eat at therestaurant, shesaid. They
can also accommodate special re-
quests or guests who are on the
Atkins or South Beach diets.
Bourquin said it's something they
canwork around.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Shealso said therestaurant is
offering lunch through spring
from11:30am.to1p.m.

“WeencourageColby andarea
residentsto comeout becausewe
enjoy serving them,” she said.

House panel reviews GOP school finance plan

TOPEKA (AP)—HouseRepub-
lican leaders hope that their $92
million school finance planwill be
debated by their chamber next
week.

The House Education Commit-
teewas scheduled to resumeitsde-
bate on the bill Friday, and the
panel’s endorsement would send
the measure to the entire House.

Republicans told the committee
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Seasonable

Colby, Oakley, Hoxiearea

Tonight...Mostly clear in the
evening then becoming partly
cloudy. Lows in the lower 40s.
Southwest winds 5 to 10 mph
shiftingtothenorthwest 10to 15
mph after midnight.
Satur day...Partly cloudy. More
seasonabletemperatures. Highs
in the upper 50s to around 60.
Northeast winds 10 to 20 mph.
Saturday night...Partly cloudy
in the evening then becoming
mostly cloudy. L owsinthelower
30s. East winds 5 to 15 mph.
Sunday...Partly cloudy. Highs
near 60. Southeast winds10t020
mph. Sunday night through
Monday night...Partly cloudy.
Highsinthelower 60s. Lowsin
the mid to upper 30s.

Thenumbers

Thursday’s high, 66

Low thismorning, 41

Records for March 19, 90 in
1921 and-3in 1923

Year ago today, 46 and 44

Precipitation past 24 hours,
0.00

Marchtotal, 0.74

March snowfall, 1inch

Soil temperature, 51

Thesources:

The forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service, and other
numbersarefromtheNorthwest
Research-Extension Center,
Colby.

during ahearing Thursday that the
package should be viewed as a
short-term solutionat best to school
funding issues. But Speaker Doug
Mays, R-Topeka, said theplan still
addresses the needs of poor and
minority students.

“Thisis probably the defining
issueof thesession,” Mayssaid. “|
believe in 2005 we will be abso-
lutely consumed.”

Meanwhile, Senate Republicans
plannedto haveaFriday newscon-
ference to outline their own pro-
posal. TheHouse GOPplan would
allow school districts to increase
spending on special -education pro-
gramsby $40.5million, but districts
would have to reduce or eliminate
aproperty tax break for homeown-
ersto get some of thefunds.

Kansas currently exempts the

first $2,300 of aresidential pro-
perty’s assessed value from the
state’'s school levy, saving owners
$46 ayear. Thelevy is$20 for ev-
ery $1,000 of aresidential pro-
perty’s assessed val ue.

In addition, the plan would add
about $28.5 million for teacher
mentoring, bilingual educationand
programs for children who are at
risk of dropping out of school.

Athlete’s
condition
Improving

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

It sbeenjust over onemonth ago
that a Colby basketball player was
injured when his left arm went
throughaglasswindow at Norton's
gymnasium.

Shane Stover—asenior at Colby
High School — isrecovering from
surgery for asevered artery caused
by theimpact, but heand hisparents
still have other concerns.

“The vascular surgeon in Kear-
ney (Neb.) recently released
Shane,” said hismother, Lori.

After Stover was released from
that surgeon’s care, the next phase
islooking at the bone and muscle
damage.

“The splint is off and the staples
are out,” she said, “and while the
outlook is good, it will still be
months before hefully recovers.”

Sincetheglasscut Shane’ supper
arm muscle clear to the bone, heis
having trouble with gravity move-
ment, meaningthat whenthearmis
at hisside, hecannot moveitup, she
said.

The Stover’s family physician,
Dr. (Victor) Hildyard, explained to
Shane and his parentsthat the next
step would be to contact the Colo-
rado Limb ConsultantsinDenverto
begin work on the muscles and
bone.

“We visited with the doctorsin
Denver earlier this month,” Lori
said, “and our next appointment is
next week.”

Thedoctorsare optimistic about
Shane's arm, she said, adding that
becauseheisyoung and determined
it will go along way in hisrecov-
ery. Eventhough Shanecannot par-
ticipateinaspringsport, hisparents
said heisplanning to betrack man-
ager. Withrespecttotheaccidenton
Tuesday, Feb. 24, the Norton
School District hasmany questions
about the structure. Placement of
doorsandwindowsinthegymhave
been rai sed by the board.

Norton Superintendent Greg
Mann said he contacted the dis-
trict’s architect and the state fire
marshal after Stover put his arm
through awindow in one of thein-
terior gymdoors.

The school hasn’t heard back
fromthefiremarshal yetand won't
know what will be done with the
doorsuntil it has. Mann said if the
doors are there for fire and smoke
control, then they will look intc
what other kindsof doorsareavail -
able. If not, he said, the district’s
optionsare almost unlimited.

Hesaidtheschool feel sbad about
what happened, but doesn’t believe
thedistrictisresponsible.

“It was a highly unusual thing
that happened,” hesaid. “ I thinkit’s
odd that both sides of the glass
brokeand thewindow had aholein
it. Normally only onesidewill shat-
ter.”

He said the doors were install e
in 1976 and thisisonly the second
accident inthat time. Thefirst hap-
penedinthe’80sinaphysical edu-
cationclass. Thattimetheglassjust
crackedononesidelikeit wassup-
posed to, he said.

He said although districts aren't
requiredtocarry insuranceontheir
students, the Norton district does.
All membersof the activities asso-
ciationhavecatastrophicinsurance,
he said. Also, the district carries
secondary accident policy which
coversall student activitiesat home
and away.

Lori Stover said that among the
more than 150 get well wishes, the
Norton board members also sent &
plant to Shaneand Norton’ sbasket-
ball teeamalsosentacardtolet him
know they werethinkingabout him.

Shane' sparentssaidthey areal s
hoping that theNorton School Dis-
trict and other district’s with glass
doorswill consider changingthem.

“Asamother, | believe nobody
elseshouldhavetoever gothrough
thisagain,” Lori said.

Colby school board to hold public hearing on Monday

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

The Colby School Board has
plenty onitsagendafor itsMonday
night meeting, including a public
hearing on republishing the 2003-
2004 budget.

District business manager Jo
DeYoung said thedistrict hasto go
throughthe processif thereareany
changes after the Kansas Depart-
ment of Education audits the bud-
get.

She explained the budget the

board passed in August was a pre-
liminary estimate of the maximum
amount of money the district can
spend.

After a September audit, De-
Young saidthestatefoundincreases
in the school’s overall enrollment,
including morekidswith anat-risk
rating and special education stu-
dents.

Because of theincrease, thedis-
trictwill get $32,000 morefromthe
state this year and with the addi-
tional money, DeYoung said the

district hastohaveapublic hearing
and republish the budget to show
the changes and also to get the
money.

“It's more money for the school
districtandit’ snot that much paper-
work,” shesaid.

DeYoung also said the district
usually has an annual declinein
enrollment of four percent but this
year thenumber isonly about three
percent, with 1,053 students en-
rolledinthedistrict.

Other business the board will

havetodeal witharetrack resurfac-
ing bids.

A decision was postponed from
theMarch 1 board meeting. “I1t’ sup
for avote,” said Superintendent
Kirk Nielsen.

Thedistrict received two bidson
the track project at Dennen Field.
Fisher Track of Boone, lowa sub-
mitted the low bid of $53,386 and
Vibra-World out of Panhandle,
Texasturnedinabid of $55,790for
alatex track surface.

Nielsen said the board will also

make a decision on implementing
all-day kindergarten.

Hesaid most of their questionson
the matter were answered at the
March 1 meeting.

Other items on the agenda in-
clude reports from the principals,
curriculumdirector and superinten-
dent; aconstruction project for the
high school woods classes; out of
district field trip requests and per-
sonnel issues.

For questions or to receive an
agenda, call 460-5000.
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Childbirth classes scheduled

Colby Childbirth Education will begin another series of
Childbirth Education classesinApril. Classeswill be held
Thursday, April 1,8, 15,and29from7to 10 p.m. intheHealth
Sciences Building at Colby Community College. The next
classwill beaweekendretreat July 9and 10. To preregister,
call JeaneneBrownat 785-460-4850 or eveningsat 785-462-
7105.

Smoke-free event Saturday

TheCommunity Awareness Team and Jayceesare co-spon-
soring a“free” Bingo night from 7 to 10 p.m., Saturday at
the Jaycee Center. Theevent will featurefree cardsand lots
of merchandisewiththegoal of providingafun, smoke-free
eveningfor everyone, said Taylor Miller, board member with
the awareness team. Prizes include DVD and CD players,
alongwithatelevisionand many, many householditemsthat
were purchased using agrant fromthefederal government.
Young peopleand adultsareall invited to attend.

Discounted park permits continue
TheThomasCounty Clerk’sofficeisreminding everyone
that vehicle park permitswill be discounted until Thursday,
April 1. After that date, said Tracey Perkins, county clerk,
theannual costswill go to $44.50; second to $24.50; senior

and disabled rates, $22.25 and second at $12.25. Spring tur-
key tagsarealso available, shesaid. For questions, call 462-
4500.

Baked potato bar Sunday

In observance of Red Cross month, the Thomas County
Red Crossisserving abaked potato bar from 11:30a.m. until
1:30 p.m., Sunday.

The event is planned at Fairview Estates, 1630 Sewell
Avenue, Colby with free will donations being accepted.
Board members and other local Red Cross volunteers will
beserving. For questions, call Mary Smith, chapter manager,
(785) 462-7161.

Freesports physicals offered in May

Colby Medical and Surgical Center, 175 S. Range, will
offer free physical examinations for students in Colby,
Rexford and Brewster for the 2004-05 school years. All
physicals will be given on Tuesday, May 11 with students
fromColby MiddleSchool arriving by 5:30p.m.; Colby High
School by 6:15 p.m., and for Golden Plains and Brewster
students, 7 p.m. Thisisafree servicefor area studentswho
plan to participate in athletic events next year. Any student
planning to participatein the physical examinationisasked
to bring the forms with them, which are available at the
schools. For questions, call (785) 462-3332.

School banquet scheduled

Heartland Christian School will hold its*“ Partnersfor the
Future” endowment banquet at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, April 2
at the Colby Community College Student Union. Ticketsare
$10 each and the deadline for purchasing ticketsis Thurs-
day, April 1. Ticketsmay be purchased from any Heartlanc
Christian School family or by calling 460-6419.

Program planned at grade school
First gradestudentsat Col by Elementary School areplan-

ning a program entitled, Fromthe Inside Out, at 2:30 p.m.

and 7 p.m., Thursday, April 1, inthegradeschool auditorium.

Boy Scout Soup supper

Boy Scout Troop 141 will hold a soup supper starting at
4:30 p.m. Sunday at the Colby Community Building. The
supper isbeing held in conjunction with the All-Star game
at the community building.

Endowment ticket dealine Monday
The Colby Community College Endowment A ssociation
issponsoringitsannual dinner and auction, beginning at 4:45
p.m., Saturday, April 3. Thisyear’s event entitled, “Holly-
wood,” will be held at the Comfort Inn Convention Center
in Colby. Tickets for the benefit dinner and auction can be
made by calling (785) 462-4684. Deadlineis Monday.
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