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Monday’s
Salute

é to...

VLance Cpl. Austin Her bel and SPC Alex Herbel — on
your service in Irag; the support and prayers of the commu-
nity arewithyou. (Their addresseswerepublishedintheMarch
18 Free Press, page 4, for those who would liketo drop them
anote.)

Thumbs

VMichelleBremenkamp— Colby Rotary Club’s* Student
of theMonth for March.”

VSgt. Billy Jones— inyour new role aspublic affairsrep-
resentative for the 170th Maintenance’s Detachment 2.

VSolomon Valley 4-H Club — for your three worthy
projects: aiding the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, providing
paper for therecycling center, and volunteering to help out at
the June Chautauqua.

VSally Michael — on your continuing reports on the hap-
peningsat Brewster. Commentsreceivedindicatemany people
appreciate your efforts.

VShane Stover — thesupport for your continuingimprove-
ment remains strong.

V8th-grade basketball girls— on your perfect 14-0 sea-
son.

vVDonna Schielke — director of the Senior Progress Cen-
ter, for al you do.

VAIl Winter Sports Coachesin our reading area— for a

jobwell done and the role modelsyou continueto be.

VMatt Hull — co-editor of the Colby High School
eagletalon on your professional approach to acontroversia
topic.

(Thisweekly sal uteisprepared by thenewspaper 'spublisher.
Submissions, questions or commentsto: td@nwkansas.com,
or fax (785) 462-7749, call 462-3963 or mail to 155 W, 5th,
Colby 67701. Thanks!)

Addresses of elected officials:
U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office

Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark-

@ink.org
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Spring flicks look good

My predictionfor adismal spring movie sea-
son waswrong.

Surprisingly, it'sbeen arelatively strong sea-
son for movies.

March and April usually don’'t have big re-
leasesbut thisyear studiosaretrotting out some
ammunition before the summer movie season
officially startsthefirst week in May.

Mad monks, demons, cows, remakes, asandal
andtogaepic, aspandex-wearingwebdlinger and
aboy wizard are what movie fans have to look
forwardto between now andthebeginning of the
summer movie season in May, which officially
beginsaround Memorial Day.

I’mkind of wary of “ Scooby-Doo 2: Monsters
Unleashed,” whichcomesout March 26. Despite
my opinion, expect somemorehumor that adults
and older kidswill get and not to mention every
monster in the Scooby-Doo dungeon.

It should be another good moviefor families
to go enjoy together.

April 2, “Hellboy” hits screens. It's about a
demon summoned by the Nazis during WWII,
except he gets rescued and raised by an Ameri-
can. When he grows up, he works for a secret
government agency that investigatesthe paran-
ormal.

Ron Perlman playsthetitlecharacter based on
the comic book by Mike Mignola. If thetrailer
isanythingtojudgeby, thisonelooksawesome.

For the family set, Disney’s “Home on the
Range” might beappealing. It’ sthestory of some
farm animals who try to save their home from
getting sold off to turn the entire range into one
giant cattleranch.

Lookslike fun for both kids and adults, with
some humor that adultswill find funny but will
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goright over thekids' head. It comesout April
2 and will probably go horn to horn with
“Hellboy” its opening weekend.

May 7isthereleasedatefor Universal’s"Van
Helsing.” (Think 1999's“ The Mummy” meets
last year’s"“ Underworld.)

This one boasts a heavy-hitting cast — X-
Men’s Hugh Jackman, Kate Beckinsale from
“Underworld” and David Wenhamwho played
Faramir inthe“Lord of the Rings’ trilogy.

“Van Helsing” isabout Gabriel Van Helsing
(of Bram Stoker’s" Dracula’ fame), avampire
hunter who worksfor the Vatican. Inthisflick,
he'sjoined by agypsy girl totakeonthelikesof
the wolf man, vampires and Frankenstein's
monster.

It sounds hokey but without giving away
spoilers, buzzisthat director Steven Sommers
managesto tie-in the three monstersin acohe-
sivestory line.

June bringsthe much-awaited “Harry Potter
and the Prisoner of Azkaban,” thethirdinstall-
ment of J.K. Rowling's series. This one looks
much better than the previoustwo.

Changes on the set delayed the film from a
November, 2003 release. Director ChrisColum-
bus stepped down and Richard Harris, who

-

played Dumbledore, (he wasalsoin “A Mar
Called Horse” and “ Camelot” back in the day)
died of cancer lastyear, requiring areplacement
which both pushed back the rel ease date.

Thereleasedatefor aremakeof “ The Stepforc
Wives” with Nicole Kidman and Matthew
Broderickisslatedfor June11. Thiscould bear
interesting one.

Also coming out this spring is“ Troy” with
Brad Pitt and Orlando Bloom (insert girlie
scream of joy here). Tellsthe epic story of the
Trojan War.

So-called perfect male specimens running
aroundinshortleather skirts. Inthewordsof the
immortal StanLee, ‘ Nuff said. (Givemeleather
except with a crosshow. See listing for “Var
Helsing.”)

Further proof this movieis“Lord of the
Rings’ in short skirtsis the presence of Sear
Bean who played Boromir in “ The Fellowshif
of theRing.”

“Spider-Man 2" comes out some time this
spring. MoreTobey McGuire' sSpider-Man sav-
ing Kirsten Dunst’'s Mary Jane. Only thistime
thevillainisDoc Octopus. Instead of green ar-
mor, weget green spandex with thedel uxe add-
on of eight mechanical octopustentacles.

That'sjust asampling of someof thepossible
hitsand missescomingout thisspring and early
summer. Here's to hoping they live up to the

hype.

K*kkk*k

Tisha Cox isa general assignment reporter;
photographer for the Free Press. Her columr
appears on Mondays. tcox@nwkansas.com
Some of the information in this column was
gleaned from http: //www.canoe.ca.

Change Is ongoing

It'shappened. It's cometo pass— for some
the personal |etter hasgonetheway of thedino-
saur or the Edsel automobile.

For those of you too young to remember, the
Edsel was an upscale Ford built by committee.
This car had no beauty, no lines — the profile
was completely chopped and clunked together
andthepush-button gear selector waslocatedin
themiddleof thesteering wheel wherethehorn
should have been. Oneword best describesthis
automobile— awful.

Wait a minute; this column was supposed to
be about anew way of communicating. Let me
begin again.

Technology continuesto change the way we
communicate. Few things have changed as
quickly and rapidly.

Asayoungster, “weread thedaily newspaper
and read weekly magazinesincluding “L ook,”
“Life” andthe" Saturday Evening Post.” Welis-
tenedtotheradio every morning and capped off
our evening by watchingthe 100’ clock newson
television.

Thepreferred personal method of communi-
cation wasaletter or aphonecall. If you chose
to write aletter, you wrote it in your best pen-
manship, licked afive-cent stamp, stuck it onthe
envelopeand droppeditinthe nearest mailbox.
If youweresoinclinedtoplaceaphonecall, you
called the operator, told her the number you
wanted to call and waited for her to dial. If you
can even reach an operator today, I’ d be inter-
ested in knowing how you do so.

Aswe move into the 21st Century, newspa-
persand magazinescontinuetobattleradio, tele-
vision and video for afew minutes of our ever-
shrinking time. Cellular phones, faxes and e-
mail also aretaking their slice of the communi-
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cationspie.

Usedtobewhendrivingyour car, windshield
timewasspent thinking, dreaming and planning
futurework projectsor eventswith the family.
Today, most peopl econduct businessby phone,
or even hand-held computers — some while
speeding along at 70 miles-per-hour. Try aswe
may, the phone, pager or e-mail are effective
toolsand they’ re hereto stay.

Thefarm organization |’ ve worked with for
many yearsintroduced another way of commu-
nicating with our elected officials. Weall know
how important it isto tell our story, especially
to those who have the power to make a differ-
ence.

Inthisnew day of anthrax andricin, congres-
sional members now warm constituents not to
mail letterstothem. If lettersdo makeit through
the security measures, it may take months.

Farm Bureau’snew communication’slink is
called Cap Wiz. With thisnew on-linepolitical
tool, Farm Bureau members can contact these
key individual saboutissuesof importancewith
just afew simpleclicks of amouse.

By logging on to the FB Web site at
www.kfb.org, you can contact congressional
members or state legislators, receive the latest
electioninformation, findthelatest background

information on issues with “Action Alerts’
while sending your message with a simple
mouseclick; find contact information on many
county and city government officials, contact the
media about issues of interest, or review the
background of elected officials. Cap Wiz works
and FB membershavestarted to usethismethoo
of communication. As an example, SB 464 —
an act concerning pest control and fertilizer re-
lating to application equipment — the Kansas
Senate committee working this bill receivec
more than 750 messages in opposition from
Farm Bureau membersacrossKansas. Thisbill
died in committee.

Today, therearecountlesswaystodeliver the
message about farmers and ranchers who sup-
ply the healthiest food in theworld.

Some peopl e prefer to read newspapers, oth-
ersliketosurf thenet, andstill otherswatchtheir
news on television in the comfort of their easy
chair.

Regardlessof theway wewind up delivering
our message, we will all haveto figure change
into the communications equation. Change af-
fectsmost peopleinoneof threeways: it excites
them, scaresthem or fillsthem with hope.

Regardlessof how it makesusfeel, changeis
ongoing. Always has been, alwayswill be.

To be successful, we must anticipate change
and adapt quickly. We must be wise enough tc
incorporatechangethat will hel pusand continue
to usetried and true methods that seldom alter.
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John Schlageck hasbeenwriting about farm-
ing and ranching in Kansasfor 25 years. Heis
the managing editor of “ Kansas Living,” a
quarterlymagazinededicatedtoagricultureanc
rural lifein Kansas.
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