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Nothing beats a pick up
when you need a pick up

Even cowboys needs an occa-
sional pick up
after hours on

theroad andthen
engaging inac- | 47 &
tivities in the | = = N

arena that can
pretty well do

themin.

But thisisgo- !‘ - - l
ing to the ex- | al ‘
treme. Cody Stone

Hoursof prac-

tice, hauling ahorsetrailer for hun-
dreds of miles and paying thou-
sands of dollarsin entry fees, re-
sultedinabig payoff last monthfor
Colby Community Collegestudent
Cody Stone.

Stonewonfirst placeinteamrop-
ing at arodeo sponsored by Booger
Barter Productions in Guthrie,
Okla. In addition to a $3,000 cash
prize, Stone won a 2004 Dodge
Ramfour-door dually pickupworth
$38,000. Healsowonasaddleval-
ued at $2,500 and ajacket.

“My partner, Tyler Johnsonfrom
Mound City and | were competing
against 1,600-1,700 participants,”
said Stone.

“Wetiedforthefirst placeaward
and | managed to win the tie-
breaker which involved roping
three steers. The toughest thing
about team roping isbeing consis-
tent with your partner. Tyler isstill
in high school and we don’t often

Changes

WICHITA (AP) — There'sno
way to make an inexpensive, tor-
nado-proof home, builderssay, but
for about $1,000, a new house can
be madeto better withstand strong
stormsand high winds.

Recent improvements in con-
structiontechniquesand materials,
including composite roofing
shingles, tie-down straps and ori-

Continued warm

Colby, Oakley, Hoxiearea

Tonight...Mostly clear in the
evening then becoming partly
cloudy. Not ascool. Lowsinthe
lower 40s. Southwinds10to 15
mphandgusty. Tuesday...Partly
cloudy. A 20 percent chance of
thunderstormsin the afternoon.
Warmer. Highsinthelower 80s.
West winds 5 to 15 mph. Tues-
day night...Partly cloudy. A 20
percent chanceof thunderstorms
intheevening. Lowsinthelower
40s. Southwindsaround 10 mph
shiftingtothenorthwest 10to 15
mph after midnight.
Wednesday...Partly cloudy.
Highsin the lower 70s. North
winds 10 to 15 mph shifting to
the east 5to 15 mph in the after-
noon. Wednesday night
through Friday...Partly cloudy.
Breezy. Highs in the mid- to
uuper-70s. Lowsinthemid-40s.

Thenumbers

Sunday’s high, 53; Low this
morning, 26

Records for March 22, 87 in
1910 and +2in 1898

Year ago today, 63 and 33

Precipitation past 24 hours,
0.00

March total, 0.74; March
snowfall, 1 inch; Soil tempera-
ture, 49

Thesources:

The forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service, and other
numbersarefromtheNorthwest
Research-Extension Center,
Colby.

have an opportunity to practiceto-
gether.”

Thisisnot thefirsttimeStonehas
won amajor competition.

“1 won two state rodeo champi-
onshipsand placed fifthinthe Na-
tional Rodeo Finals last July in
Farmington, N.M.” Stone said.
“I’ve won six saddles at various
rodeos.”

The Louisburg freshman is ma-
joringinbusinessat Colby Commu-
nity College. He plansto continue
hisrodeo career at afour-year uni-
versity after receiving his
associate’ sdegree.

“College rodeo is a different
game,” said Stone. “At any given
college rodeo, you are competing
against 140 of the top cowboysin
the nation. Any one of them is ca-
pable of winning first place on a
givenday.”

Hesaidthat “coachAllen Russell
has helped me alot. He makesit a
lot of funand hasimproved my rop-
ing skills.”

Stonehasonly seen photosof his
new pickup. Hewill bedrivingitfor
thefirsttimewhenhereturnshome
fromspringbreak, that started today
for studentsat Colby College.

“I paid $750to enter the compe-
titionand will haveto pay salestax
on the truck in addition to income
tax, but it'sstill agreat deal!”

Cody is the son of Steve and
Dehonna Stone of Louisburg.
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By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor
There'safewlessLocust trees
inFikePark, but plansareunder-
way to replace them in the near
future, said officials with the
city’stree board.
Mat Norman, parks depart-

ment, said he and five other em-
ployees began removing the dead
trees last week and will continue
thisweek.

So far two of thetrees have been
completely removed with six more
trees schedul ed to be cut down.

Members of the tree board

City of Colby employee Mat Norman putabranchinto the shred- moving dead and damaged trees and replacing them. The work
der Friday morning at Fike Park. The city is in the process of re-  Will continue this week.

Tree board to use replacement program

markedtheeight treesneedingtobe
removed and planto replace them
with newer and younger trees that
arecurrently growing near the mu-
nicipal airport.

In additionto Norman, the other
five employeesfrom thewater and
street departments include Jim

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Helus, JoeL obato, KevinHelus,
DaveBerry, and Larry Horinek.

Tree board members are
Sharon Steele, chairperson,
Marvin Bickner, Mike Woofter,
VernonFlanaginand Mark Bl att.

For questions, call any tree
board member.

In materials make homes stronger at low price

entedstrandboard, arechangingthe
way houses are being built.

“It’s pretty much starting to be-
come an industry standard,” said
Joe Kutilek, owner of People’s
Construction Co. of Wichita. “It
definitely won't stop atornado, but
it'll keep things from moving so
much during high winds. It just
makes ahouse more solid.”

Thechangesgrew out of theFed-
eral Emergency Management
Administration’s study of damage
caused by the tornadoes of May 3,
1999, whichincludeddestructionin
Haysville and Wichita.

The study suggested using ori-
ented strand board panels on the
corners of houses, but contractors
now routinely usethe panelsonall

the exterior walls. Strand board, a
compositeof epoxy, glueandwood
fibers, isthree times stronger than
plywood,” Kutilek said.
Engineers also have developed
“shear walls’ that distribute stress
moreefficiently for wallsthat con-
tain abundant glass, said Wess
Galyon, president of the Wichita
AreaBuildersAssociation.

“That makestheoverall structure
stronger,” hesaid. “ Frankly, we' ve
doneabout asgood aswe can get.”

The changes add around $1,000
tothe construction cost of atypical
new home, more for bigger homes
with several rooflines.

Homebuyers used to balk at the
new techniquesand slightly higher
prices, but that’s not the case so

much anymore, Kutilek said.

“It seemslikewehavemorehigh
winds than we’ve ever had,” he
said.“ I justthink that buildersreal-
ize it makes a much more solid
house.” National Weather Service
meteorologist Bruce Wightman
saiditmight seemlikethereismore
severeweather inrecent yearsthan
inthe past, but that's not the case.

National Guard in Colby seeks new military recruits

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

The Army National Guard in
Colbyislookingfor afew goodmen
and women.

1st Sgt. Manuel Rubio with the
Detachment 2-170th Maintenance
Company, said there are currently
about 50 soldiers from around the
areaassigned to the Colby unit but
itisn't at full strength.

“We're short about 15 soldiers,”
Rubiosaid. “We' realwayslooking
for new soldiers.”

Staff Sgt. Donald Frecks, thenew
recruiter with Colby’s unit, said
they will be hosting an informa-
tional meeting at 7 p.m. on Friday,
April 2attheColby Armory, 470 S.
Range, for high school juniors, se-
niors and parents, to learn about
educational opportunitieswith the
National Guard.

It'sjust onesteptheGuardistak-
ingtohelpbolsteritsnumbers. They
alsoplanmoremeetingstogiveoth-

ersachanceto meet thesoldiersin
thecommunity andto let everyone
know more about the National
Guard. Rubiosaid sincetheterror-
ist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, there
has been an influx of new recruits
ready to serve, but lately there
haven’t been asmany.

Goodlandisjust oneof thecom-
munities struggling with finding
recruits, Rubio said.

Also with the country at war,
Rubio saidit’sharder to recruit be-
causethey getlesspeoplewithprior
service.

Freckssaidtheremany part-time
andtheNational Guard alwayshas
full-time positionsavailable.

Rubiosaidenlisting entail sasix-
year obligation with two years on
reservestatus. Theselling point for
theGuard, hesaid, isthatit'sapart-
timeaobligation. Peoplejoinfor dif-
ferent reasons, including patriotic,
the educational benefits and many
peoplewho haveprior serviceinan-

other branch of the military come
home and sign up.

“They cantill behomeand able
toservetheir country,” Rubio said.

He said the headquartersfor the
170thisinNorton. Detachment 1is
inGoodlandand Detachment 3isin
Russell. “We're spread out quite a
ways,” Rubio said.

Battalion headquarters for the
unitsisinHayswiththeHays174th
OrdnanceBattalion. Hesaiditisin
charge of the western Kansas Na-
tional Guard units.

“WEe reageneral support mainte-
nance company,” Rubio said, add-
ing their job isto rebuild engines
and components and make them
availablefor all four services.

He explained if the enginein a
truck or tank breaksdownwhilein
useinacountry likelrag, aunitlike
the 995th Maintenance Company
hasthejob of replacing the engine.
They will put in areplacement but
thebrokenenginewill besenttothe

170thin Colby.

“Werebuilditand sendit back to
thesupply warehouse,” Rubiosaid.

Colby and Goodland work on
wheeled vehicles and also have a
supply sectionfor maintenanceand
resupply points. Goodland also
deals with recovery and lifting.
They are also machinists and do
welding and body work.

Russell isthe track section. He
said it deals with tracked vehicles
like the M-1, Bradleys, personnel
carriersand any other armoredtrack
vehiclescurrently in use.

Rubio said anyone who joinsup
locally will be trained in mainte-
nance. Headdedthey alsohavesev-
eral female soldiers who have
learned the trade. “They’re really
good mechanics,” he said.

Despite the need for more re-
cruits, he said there’'s a very real
possibility theunit could get called
up at any time. He noted that sev-
eral other Kansasunitsare serving

active duty right now, and said if
needfor their servicesdidarise, the
unit could get mobilized.

“It could happenat any time,” he
said. “It'snothing new to us.”

Members of the unit were de-
ployed during Operation Desert
StorminKuwaitin1991. Someare
still serving.

Though not with the National
Guard, the sons of Butch Herbel,
and the grandsons of Jean Herbel,
Colby, arejust two of many soldiers
from around theareawho are serv-
ing their country on active duty in
Irag. Jean Herbel said Lance Cpl.
AustinHerbel isaMarineand Spc.
HaroldA. Herbel isservingwiththe
Army National Guard. (Seepage4)

In May, the 170th will go to the
MojaveDesertinCaliforniafor two
weeks of training. They will work
on equipment damaged by other
unitsduringwar games. “Hopefully
it'll beagood experiencefor all the
kids,” Freckssaid.
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Promotion meeting Tuesday

The Colby Promotion Committee will meet at 7:30 am.,

Tuesday in the basement of the Sunflower Bank. All meet-
ingsare opento anyoneinterested in promoting thecity and
what it hasto offer. For questions, call 460-3401.

Dance team award potluck

Anawards potluck for the Colby High School danceteam
hasbeen scheduled for 7 p.m. Friday inthehigh school com-
mons. Membersof theteamandtheir familiesareinvitedand
asked to bring afood dish and table service. Drinkswill be

provided.

School board to meet

TheColby School Board will meet at 7 p.m. tonight at the
Administration Building. Itemsontheagendaincludeapub-
lic hearing on republishing the 2003-2004 budget, track re-
surfacing bids, kindergarten program changes, out of district

4500.

fieldtrip requests, principal reportsand reportsfromthesu-
perintendent and curriculum director and personnel issues.

Childbirth classes scheduled

Colby Childbirth Education will begin another series of
Childbirth Education classesin April. Classeswill be held
Thursday, April 1,8, 15,and29from 7to 10 p.m.intheHealth
SciencesBuilding at Colby Community College. The next
classwill beaweekendretreat July 9 and 10. To preregister,
call Jeanene Brown at 460-4850 or evenings at 462-7105.

Discounted park permits continue
TheThomasCounty Clerk’sofficeisreminding everyone
that vehicle park permitswill bediscounted until Thursday,
April 1. After that date, said Tracey Perkins, county clerk,
theannual costswill go to $44.50; second to $24.50; senior
and disabled rates, $22.25 and second at $12.25. Spring tur-
key tagsarea so available, shesaid. For questions, call 462-

Free sports physicals offered in May
Colby Medical and Surgical Center, 175 S. Range, will

offer free physical examinations for students in Colby,
Rexford and Brewster for the 2004-05 school years. All

physicals will be given on Tuesday, May 11 with students
from Colby Middle School arriving by 5:30p.m.; Colby High
School by 6:15 p.m., and for Golden Plains and Brewster
students, 7 p.m. Thisisafree servicefor area studentswho
plan to participate in athletic events next year. Any student
planning to participatein the physical examinationisasked
to bring the forms with them, which are available at the
schools. For questions, call (785) 462-3332.

Endowment banquet scheduled
Heartland Christian School will holdits* Partnersfor the
Future” endowment banquet at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, April 2
at the Colby Community College Student Union. Ticketsare
$10 each and the deadline for purchasing ticketsis Thurs-

day, April 1. Ticketsavailablefrom any school family.
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