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CrosswordFor Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Duck Soup
A shortage of entries to dummy is usually just as

apparent to the defenders as it is to the declarer. The
defenders should therefore try to shape their play so
as to take advantage of declarer’s limited commu-
nication with dummy.

For example, consider this deal where South was
permitted to make three notrump, though proper
defense would have defeated him.

West led a club, and South won East’s ten with the
ace. Hearts was obviously the suit to attack, so de-
clarer led a heart to the jack, East taking the queen.
East returned a club, taken by declarer with the
queen in order to preserve the king as a later entry.

South then forced out the ace of hearts and wound
up making four notrump, scoring two spades, three
hearts, two diamonds and three clubs.

However, the contract should have been defeated,
and East was the player at fault. When the heart was
led to the jack at trick two, East should have allowed
it to win! Presumably, declarer would next have taken
a spade finesse. West would win and probably re-
turn a club. Regardless of what South then did, he
would finish a trick short, scoring just two spades, a
heart, two diamonds and three clubs.

The advantage of ducking the first heart is that
declarer scores only one heart trick instead of the
three he ends up with if East takes the first heart. This
represents a difference of two tricks, or the difference
between making the contract with an overtrick and
going down one.

East should reason that he can cut declarer off
from dummy’s hearts if he refuses to take the queen
immediately. He can see that dummy is too short of
entries to bring in the heart suit and should defend
accordingly.

Usually, the holdup play is utilized by the declarer,
but there are many cases — and this is one of them
— where the defense can successfully adopt the
same strategy.

Precision Bidding
This deal occurred in the 1981 national Open Pairs

championship.
When Harold Lilie and David Berkowitz were

North-South, they got to seven hearts on the se-
quence shown. The bidding was highly artificial, but
they knew exactly what they were doing when they
undertook a grand slam with only 27 high-card points
between them.

South’s opening one-club bid was artificial and
promised at least 16 high-card points. North’s two-
club response showed a genuine club suit and at
least nine high-card points. Two hearts was natural
and asked partner about heart support. Two notrump
denied the ace, king or queen of hearts.

North’s three-spade bid showed the ace of spades
as well as secondary heart support. Four diamonds
and five clubs each indicated first-round control of
those suits; five spades and six diamonds promised
second-round control of those suits. That was all
Berkowitz needed to know, and he bid seven hearts.

The contract would have been laydown without a
trump lead, since declarer could ruff three diamonds
in dummy to produce 13 tricks. But when West led a
trump, declarer had to play carefully to make the
grand slam.

Berkowitz won the heart lead in dummy, cashed
the ace of clubs, ruffed a club, cashed the ace of dia-
monds, ruffed a diamond, then ruffed a club, a dia-
mond and another club, establishing the club nine
as his 13th trick. After drawing trumps, he claimed
the rest of the tricks for a score of 2,210 points. As it
turned out, Berkowitz and Lilie were the only pair to
bid the grand slam.

Sally Forth • Greg Howard


