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That Is not correct

Tothe Colby FreePress:

Torespondtothearticleinlast Monday’s Colby Free Press
concerning a study on “Workers Compensation in Kansas,”
prepared by the Docking I nstitute at Haysand commissioned
by the Coalition for Workplace Safety, at |east one of the con-
clusions presented isjust clearly wrong.

Stated inthe headline of thearticle, and againreferencedin
aquotationfromthechairperson of theCoalition, isthat work-
erscompensation lawsfavor employers.

A key finding of the study listed afew paragraphslater is
that only 58 percent of insurance premium collected is paid
out asabenefit to workers.

That indicatesnot that the system favorsemployerswho pay
the premium, but that thelaw favorstheinsurance companies
that enjoy a72 percent mark up on their services— services,
it should be noted, that employersarerequired by law to pur-
chase from insurance companies.

Patrick Toth
Colby
(L etter #18)

Your support is appreciated

Tothe Colby FreePress:

On behalf of the Thomas County American Red
Cross, " Thank you!” toeveryonewhohelped uscel ebrate Red
Cross month by attending our potato bar.

With donationsbeing down, wearereassured that thepeople
of ThomasCounty support us. Weareonly abletoexist through
volunteersandthegenerosity of thepeopleof ThomasCounty.

Special thanksto Karen Hodson, the residents and staff at
Fairview Estateswho graciously sharedtheir facility withus.

Mary Smith

Chapter Manager

Thomas County American Red Cross
Colby

(Letter #19)

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark-
@ink.org
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WE CLOBBERED HiM Fro
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SPINE AND MAY HAVE
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Patience Is the name of t

When M edi care bought my husband apower
wheelchair about a year ago, we had to buy a
handicap van to transport it. There are no side-
walkswherewelive, sowedrovearoundinthe
house, wrecking destruction onthefurniture. It
isreally difficult to drive it down the hall and
maketheturninto the bedroomsand bathroom.

| wish he could have had it when he was still
abletogetaround more. Hetook it outintheyard
and gardenafew times, but by thetimehegotit,
hewas pretty well house confined, except to go
tothedoctor.

Power chairs are nice, but not really what |
want togotooling downthestreet or publichigh-
way in. Some peopledo — but they are braver
than | am.

There are several places which advertise
power wheelchairson TV, and even promise if
they pre-qualify youand Medicaredoesn’t pay,
you can still keep the chair for free. It takes a
doctor’s recommendation. There are lot more
such companiesadvertisingnow thantherewere
then, and from some of theadson TV, you'd
think youdidn’t need very muchwrongwithyou
to qualify. I understand Medicareistightening
uponitsqualifications.

But we got the chair so we would be able to
goplaces, and attend functionsin public places,
suchasthehigh school whichisaccessibleasfar
as steps are concerned, but along walk to the
door; so the next step wasto look into buying a
handicap van.

We started shopping in July. | found a used
minivanwithalift advertisedintheHaysnews-
paper, andsinceit wasavailableandfairly close,
asked themto bringit up. The salesman said he
wouldbringitthat evening. | said“Bringit dur-
ingtheday light.” Heshowed upat 9:30 p.m. just
after dark.

Itdrovenicely, and| likedit, but said | would
never think of buyingavan| hadn’t seeninday-
light. So he came back two nights|later.

My husband drove the power chair onto the
lift and it became apparent asthelift ascended

Maxine Nelson

® Random
Thoughts

that there was not enough headroom. My poor
husband had to bend over to get in and then sit
all scrunched up. That van was not going to
work. Sorry, salesman, we wasted your time.

So | went shopping ontheInternet. And | got
aquick educationinashorttime. Therearemany
decisionstobemade. First of al, doyouwant a
lift (elevator), or aramp (driveup)?Doyouwant
aminivan or aregular van?

| found out you can buy aregular minivanfor
around $20,000 new, and then haveit modified
for around $17,000. Or you can shop for avan
whichisalready modified.

| found several places on the Internet which
listed used vans. | knew | wanted aminivan be-
causeit would betoo difficult for meto get into
aregular sizevan. Theseat istoo high.

By thistimel knew | wanted apower door and
apower rampthat wouldwork electronically. (It
would havebeen niceif | had been ableto get a
remote control for the door, but | didn’t know
that then. They areavailableonnewer models.)
| could tell | needed either alowered floor or a
raised roof to give headroom, and some vans
even ‘kneel’ to get closer to the ground. (Well,
‘squat’ would be a better description, but it
doesn’t sound quiteasnice.) Theback end goes
down.

| had decided | wanted adependabl ecompany
with local service — on the van, probably not
on the modifications.

| found a place in Minnesota on the Internet
which had several minivansin the brand and
pricerangel could afford. | finally decidedona

1995 model with 67,377 mileson it which had
thefeatures| wanted. What' sreally great about
itis, itwasmodified lateenoughit hastheramp
in the ‘drawer’ under the floor which did not
generally becomeavailableuntil 2001. (Hopel
don’'t get high centered!) It isset up soit coulc
accommodatefour wheel chairs. Bothfront seats
canberemoved, and themiddleseatshavebeen
removed. | havemanual tiedownsfor thechairs
whicharedifficultfor metouse, but | understand
power tiedowns are available. Seat belts are
available, but | haven't figured all that out yet.

Having decidedwhat | wanted, and contactec
the company, all | had to worry about was get-
tingit here. My daughter in Salt L ake City, wha
workedfor theairlines, offered tofly upand get
it but thecompany wantedto do somelast minute
touch-ups, and it was not available at the time
shecould go after it.

So we went to Plan B, and my daughter in
Derby said shewouldfly upand getit. Sheflew
out of Wichita; they met her at theairport, took
her to the place of business and briefed her on
the van. Then she caught Highway 35 straight
through to Kansas City and took [-70 out tc
Colby. Her husband came and got her.

| usedit afew timestotakemy husbandtothe
doctor, and homefrom the hospital, and to visit
him when he was in the hospital. (The nurses
would have comeout withawheelchair for me,
but | wasgladtobeindependent.) Whenmy kids
arehere, they driveand | ridealong and usethe
vanto go places| don’'t usually go. However, |
find it cumbersometo use and prefer to use my
new walker when | can. But the chair will be
useful when| goto Fairview Estatesor thenurs-
ing home, or wherever, where there are side-
walksand corridorstodriveit.

| hopel’ll be brave enough to get out and at-
tend someactivities| haven’t beenattendingjust
becauseit istoo hard to get around.

*kkk*k

MaxineNelsonisaretirededitor andreporter
for the Colby Free Press.

Those tumbling tumbleweeds

Traveling to Stanton County last week, | be-
camereacquainted with an old friend, nemeses,
nuisance that is very much a part of the south-
western K ansaslandscape. Whilebeing buffeted
about by a 40 mile-per-hour northerly breeze,
countless tumble weedsrolled across Highway
160. While | missed many of them, | occasion-
aly nailed a two-footer while bumping a few
othersout of my path.

Tumbleweedsfirst gained notoriety whenthe
Sonsof the Pioneersromanticized themin song
back inthelate‘ 30s. | remember seeing my first
ones 20 yearslater. Inthe early spring, summer
and fall when winds howled acrossroadsin my
native Sheridan County, tumbleweeds raced
acrosstheflatland. Incidentally, | do remember
singingaongwiththePioneersand| still remem-
ber the song well today.

Thisplantisasmuch asymbol of theoldWild
West asWyatt Earp, thecattlerustler, thecoyote
andtherattlesnake. Theimageof thelonely rider
andtheghostly shapeof thetumbl eweed bound-
ing in silence across the endless plains has in-
spired a certain misty-eyed nostalgia even in
folkswho have never journeyed west of Kansas
City — except to travel through our state to ski
in Colorado.

John
Schlageck

® Weekly
Insight

Intruth, thisweedisablasted nuisance. Even
its Latin name (Salsolapestifer) identifiesit as
amenace.

ThetumbleweedisalsoknownastheRussian
thistle. This plant was brought to the continent
in the 1870s as a contaminant in shipments of
flax seed imported to western Canada. By the
turnof thecentury, theweed had afootholdfrom
coast to coast.

Thetumbleweed can surviveand grow almost
anywhere. It remainsone of the hardiest plants
inthe United States.

Unfortunately noonehasfoundagood usefor
thisthorny weed.

The tumbleweed can cause problems for
farmersand ranchers. Thisnuisanceweed clogs
irrigation ditches, catchesand accumulateslit-

ter, disruptstraffic, causesfires, posesahealth
threat to somelivestock and even breaksdown
fences on windy days.

In Kansas and other western states, thou-
sandsof man-hoursare spent each year clear-
ing tumbleweeds from irrigation ditches and
railroad tracks.

Inthespring theweedsarefought with her-
bicidesandinthefall thedried plantsaresome-
times burned.

Fighting tumbleweedsis a constant battle.
Nearly every breezy day they bound acrossthe
prairieand every springthey sprout by themil-
lions.

Although tumbleweeds have been in this
country for littlemore than 100 years, no one
hasfound areason to cultivate this plant.

Onethingiscertain: thisnuisanceweed i<
hereto stay unlessour plant scientistscanfind
auseor methodtoeradicatethetumbling, tum-
bling tumbleweed.

John Schlageck has been writing about
farming andranchingin Kansasfor 25years.
Heisthemanagingeditor of “ KansasLiving,”
aquarterlymagazinededicatedtoagriculture
andrural lifein Kansas.
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