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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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THINGS ARE REALLY TENSE AROUND
THE OFFICE SINCE ALICE MISSED THAT
DEADLINE. AS HER FRIEND I WANT TO
PROTECT HER....
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A FORECAST CALLS
FOR A DOWNPOUR, I SUPPOSE ONE COULD
CALL IT A WETTER REPORT.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: P equals L
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A BABY IS BORN, I
SUPPOSE THE PARENTS REALLY GO THROUGH
A LOT OF CHANGES,

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: B equals P
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Family Circus =« Bill Keane

Bridge — Bidding Quiz

You arethedeal er and open One Club. Partner
respondsOneDiamond. What wouldyou bid now
with each of thefollowing four hands?

1.[S] KI6[H]AQ[D] 9874 [C] Q95

2.[SJAK8[H] J[D] QJ93[C] AJ962

3.[SJAQ4[H]AJ[D] Q5[C] KQJI843

4.[S] 9[H]AQ96 D] K82 [C] AKQJI6

1. Onenotrump. Itisrarencttoraisepartner at
oncewith four-card trump support, but hereit is
better to suppresstheraisein favor of the more
illuminating notrump rebid.

Thistells partner you opened with minimum
valuesand abal anced hand, whichisexactly what
you’ relooking at. Two diamondswould suggest
moreintheway of distributional values—for ex-
ample, five clubs, four diamonds and perhaps
singleton in one of the major suits— and woulc
also be more forward-going. The notrump rebic
paintsafar better picture of your hand.

2. Three diamonds. Here you have better dia-
mondsaswell asvalueswell beyond aminimum
openingbid. Both of thesefeaturescan best beex-
pressed by ajump-raise. Thedoubleraise, which
shows 16 to 18 pointsin high cardsand distribu-
tion, is not forcing; partner may pass, but if he
does, there isamost surely no game. If partner
happensto bidthreenotrumpat hisnext turn, you
will, of course, let him play there.

3. Threenotrump. You can't settlefor lessthan
game, and you shouldn’t risk any bid that might
leave you in an under-game contract.

What sometimeshappensinthissituationisthat
theopening bidder jumpstotwo notrumpor three
clubs — neither of which is forcing — anc
screams bloody murder when hisimpoverishec
partner passes. Itisfar better totakethestrain off
partner by jumping directly to three notrump,
invokingthetrusty principleof biddingwhat you
think you can make.

4. Two hearts. Thejumpinanew suit (ajump-
shift) is100 percent forcing and compel s partner
to continue bidding until at least a game is
reached. Atthispoint, thereispotential foragame
in hearts, diamonds or clubs, and possibly
notrump if partner has spades stopped. Further-
more, partner does not need all that much for
slamtobemade, and he should beapprised of that
possihility right away.

East dealer.

North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
@542
YQI862
€105
LA 82
WEST EAST
@~ A 83 AKQII10976
®i054 YK 97
* 83 ®J42
$£76543
SOUTH
[ J—
YA3

®*AK Q976
P OQJ 109
The bidding:

East South West North
Pass 1 & Pass 1 v

3 6 I» Pass Pass
6 Pass Pass 7
Opening lead — ace of spades.

When Opportunity Knocks

Let’sassumethat, rightly or wrongly, you get
to seven clubs on the bidding shown and West
leads the ace of spades. You ruff, of course, anc
undoubtedly regret having failed to double six
spades, sincesevenclubsisnot ahealthy contract.

Thisview isreinforced whenyoulead atrump
totheaceand East showsout. Ontop of your other
troubles, youfindthat West now hasmoretrumps
than you have, and the situation looks bleak in-
deed.

But faint heart ne’ er wonfair lady, soyoulead
the queen of heartsfrom dummy and finesse af -
ter East followslow. When thefinesse succeeds,
you arein better shape than before— but not yet
out of thewoods. You still need afavorabledia-
mond divisionto carry off thegrand slam.

Thismust beyour lucky day, for whenyou next
play theA-K of diamonds, both defendersfollow
suit, and the grand slamisin the bag. There are
nomorehurdlesto surmount, despitethefact that
West outnumbersyou in trumps.

You continue playing diamonds, planning tc
discarddummy’sfour heartsif West doesnot ruff
at any point andthen lead theace of heartsto sew
up therest of thetricks.

If West ruffs any one of your red-suit winners
asyou play them, you overruff with dummy’s
eight — thereby equalizing West’ strump length
with yours — and draw his trumpsto bring the
matter to ahappy conclusion. Thehandisagooc
illustration of how you must think positively
when attempting to land a hazardous contract.
Youdon't alwaysget punished for an occasional
overbid — thetrick isto take advantage of afa-
vorable situation when opportunity knocks.
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“‘We’ve decided to put on a play,
Mommy. Will you write one for us?”
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“| love Saturdays 'cause | can climb in
here and hug both of you at once.”




