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\Woman sues technical college claiming sexual harassment

By SHARON CORCORAN
The Goodland Star-News
GOODLAND — A former stu-
dentissuingtheNorthwest Kansas
Technical College, itspresidentand
two of its teachers saying she was

sexually harassed and discrimi-
nated against.

Jan Johnson of San Antonio,
Texas, issuingthecollege, Kenneth
Clouse as the president and as an
individual and instructors Ed L of-

Decatur County gets
new voting computer

By KIMBERLY BRANDT
Oberlin Herald

OBERLIN — Voting in Decatur
County is likely to change for the
August primary elections because
of the Helping America Vote Act
passed by Congressafter Florida's
vote-counting debacle four years
ago.

The biggest change voters will
see is that there may be just one
polling place and they will havebe
ableto useatouch screen computer
tovote.

County Clerk MarilynHorn, who
servesasthecounty el ectionofficer,
said the machines cost up to
$10,000 each and thenthesoftware
costs an additional $20,000 each
year thereisastateor national elec-
tion. She said they could use the
machine for local elections for an
additional cost.

Horn said even though the ma-
chineis required, the county will
still offer paper ballots. Some
peoplearefamiliar withusingtech-
nology likeatouch screencomputer
on aregular basis, she said, with
others may want to use the paper
ballots. Currently, the county has
seven polling places, four in Ober-
lin plus pollsin Dresden, Jennings
and Norcatur. In Oberlin, are poll-
ing places at the Golden Age Cen-
ter, American L egionandthecourt-
house. Hornsaidthey alsodomail-
out ballots for advanced voting or
people can vote early in the court-
house, which countsasthe seventh
place.

When the law was passed, the
ideawasthat thegovernment would
provide the machines, but Horn
said sheisn't surewho will end up
paying for them.

She said either way, the county
will probably get only onemachine,
which will mean having just one
polling place. Themachinesarere-
quired by the federal law to help
handi capped voters.

Horn said she plans to have the
polling place at The Gateway. She
told county commissionersrecently
that the courthouseisn’t up to code
fortheAmericansWith Disabilities
Act which polling places have to
meet.

Therearetwo problems. Theone
isthat the ramp on the east side of
the courthouse is too steep. The
other thingisthat thehandrail onthe
ramp has a point at the end and
needsto be curved. The cost to fix
thetwo areasis around $5,000.

The Gateway has already been
reserved for the election daysin
August and November, she said.

Hornsaid peoplewhodon’twant
totravel to Oberlintovotecanvote
early by either going to the court-
house or requesting aballot in the
mall

Another change in the election
process saysthat voter registration
cards have to be signed in front of
an election officer or amotor ve-
hicleofficer. If they aren’t donethat
way, shesaid, thefirst timethe per-
songoestovote, they must beasked
for either adriver’slicenseor aSo-
cia Security card.

She said anyone running for of -
fice who carries registration cards
needsto tell peopleto wait to sign
them until they are in front of the
proper officer.

Horn told the commissioners at
the meeting on Tuesday, March 9,
that she is working on an election
resolutionwhichwill includeall the
changes. She said shewill also ask
for an increase in the payment for
the polling placesand theworkers.

Horn said she would like to see
the payment for polling places go
from$25t0 $50 per el ectionand for
workers from $5.15 to $7.50 an
hour.

Hornsaidsheisn'tsureif thestate
will pay for the new machines and
softwareor if they will becomethe
responsibility of the county.

School board considers
selling equipment via e-Bay

By GREG STOVER
The Goodland Star-News

GOODLAND — While stu-
dents, faculty and staff areenjoying
spring break, it was business as
usual for the Goodland School
Board at its regular meeting Mon-
day night.

Superintendent Marvin Selby
said that the high school athletic
department had some old weight
equipment that wassurplus. Hesaid
football coach Tony Diehl sug-
gestedthat theequipment besoldon
e-Bay and the money used to sup-
port athletic programs. The board
approved the idea unanimously.

Selby alsoaskedtheboardtocon-
sider selling the Edson gymnasium
on e-Bay, citing theexampl e of the
Moreland School Districtsellingits
old school buildingtoaprivatefirm.

Selby reported that 17 fourth-
graders at Central Elementary
School scored an exemplary rating
on their math assessment tests ear-
lier thismonth.

Selby asked Kenny Studer, the
district’s maintenance supervisor,

to brief the board about problems
hiscrew haswith oneof thedistrict
pickups. Hesaidtherepair estimate
ismorethantwicewhat thetruck is
worth. The truck was bought used
in 1989 and had arebuilt enginein-
stalled in 2000.

Studer said the truck has major
problems with its carburetor, fuel
tanks, radiator and oil leaks.

Theboard agreedthetruck would
be too expensive to fix and told
Studer to buy a newer model used
pickup, using the old truck as a
trade-in. Hesaid Finley Motorshad
thelow bid of $10,600minusa$700
trade on @a2000 Ford F-150 with a
long box.

Selby reminded board members
that the state Board of Education
will stop in Goodland before hold-
ingitsApril meeting in St. Francis
and Atwood. The board will meet
from 10:30a.m.t04:30 p.m. (Cen-
tral Time) Tuesday, April 13, at the
St. Francis High School. From 9
a.m. to noon Wednesday, April 14,
the board will meet at the Atwood
High School.

Family enjoyed former resident
Interacting with race car drivers
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with granddaughters Kirsten and
Kourtney Hansen while their par-
ents, Andy and Stace Hansen at-
tended the Busch car racesin Las
Vegas. It was of special interest to
them becauseof theinvolvement of
aformer resident of Russell Springs
and Winona. The excitement in-
creased asthey took videosof Jarod
Boyd interacting with the crew of
race car driver Johnny Sauter who
racescar #16. Jarod transportsrace
cars across the nation. He was a
Triplainsgraduate andisthe son of
Jim and Teri Boyd of Winona and
grandson of John Dean and Joy
Rogge of Russell Springs.

The Winona Chamber of Com-
mercemet Thursday morning at the
WinonaBar and Grill. Businessin-
cluded discussing makingimprove-

ments to the building to comply
with government regulations for
the handicapped. The chamber
buildingisthedesignatedvotinglo-
cation. The community should be
grateful for having a building of
such versatility and a facility of
easy accessforvoting. April will be
the last regular meeting of the
Chamber of Commerceuntil it con-
venesinAugust.

Jim and Kathy Koons of St.
James, Mo. spent several daysthis
week in Winona on business and
visiting relatives. They spent time
at Lantern Park Manor in Colby
visiting Jim’s mother, Hazel
Koons, who is aresident at the
manor.

Thecommunity extendssympa-
thy to Judy Parsons of Page City
and other family membersof Larry
Parsons.

landand Bill Lacy andisaskingfor
$105,000.

Her case was removed to a fed-
eral courtinWichitain January un-
der U.S. TitlelX.

Johnsonwasastudent at thetech-
nical collegefromFeb. 1,2002, un-
til Jan. 30, 2003, in the Communi-
cations Network Technology pro-
gram. She said, through her attor-
ney Kevin Berens, in apetitionin
the Sherman County District Court
filesthat the collegedid not uphold
the claims made in its handbook
with regard to what is considered
sexual harassment, with regard to
handling complaints of sexual ha-
rassmentandwithregardtohel ping
studentsfind jobs.

Shesaid shesuffered severeemo-
tional distressasaresult of thein-
action by the defendantsto correct
theinappropriatebehavior by male
studentsin her classroom and that
she became depressed, angry and

became unableto cope effectively
with other males she camein con-
tact with outside of the classroom.

Johnson said she had to quit her
jobat alocal bar andlost wagesasa
result of theemotional distressand
that her social life was diminished
and she becamereclusive.

In the student’s petition said the
defendants allowed sexual harass-
ment to take placeinthe classroom
totheextent that it wassevere, per-
vasive and offensive enough to be
considered sexual discrimination.

Johnson said the college acted
with deliberate indifference to the
situation in that the classroom
teachers, Lofland and Lacy, failed
tocorrect suchbehavior or failedto
follow the procedures for sexual
harassment or for students’ misuse
of collegetechnology assetforthin
the student handbook.

Among the statements Johnson
quoted from the handbook in the

petition arethat college equipment
wouldnot beallowedtobeusedfor
“downloading, viewing, transmit-
ting and/or processing porno-
graphic, X-rated, profane, sexually
explicit or racially offensive mate-
rial.”

Thepetitiona soquotesthehand-
book as saying thereis an “assur-
ance of non-retaliation” for any
complainant of sexual harassment.

Johnson said the technical col-
legeand Clouseacted withdeliber-
ateindifferencetothesituationand
that Clousefailed to investigate or
correct the problem in the class-
room eventhoughhewasinformed
of it.

She said in the petition that
Loflandgaveher abadreferencein
retaliation to her complaint about
inappropriate behavior of students
inhisclass.

It's pending negotiations right
now, Clousesaid; there'snothingto

talk about.

Theinsurancecompani esand at-
torneyswill haveto deal with that,
hesaid.

The petition asks the court find
that thecollegeviol ated the K ansas
Consumer Protection Act in that it
misrepresented its sexual harass-
ment policies, its post graduate
placement services and its policy
against retaliation for reporting
sexual harassment; that the court
award Johnson $10,000 for each
violationfor atotal of $30,000; that
the court find that the college,
Clouse, Lofland and Lacy acted in
anextremeand outrageous manner
which recklessly caused Johnson
severe emotional distress; that the
collegeviolated Titlel X of theEdu-
cation Amendments of 1972; anc
that the court award Johnson dam-
ages in excess of $75,000 and any
other remedy the court deems just
and equitable.

Worship in the church

TH

of your choice this

weekend.
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COLBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 950 S. Franklin, 462-6521, Sunday Worship Services at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m., 6:30 p.m., Fellowship coffee

9:30 a.m., Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.

Schedule of church services

ASCENSION-ON-THE-PRAIRIEEPISCOPAL,
Rev. Don Martin, College Drive & Wheatridge
Rd., 462-3041, Holy Eucharist, 9:00 a.m. every
Sunday. Christian Education and Choir Practice
for Youth, 5:15 p.m. Wednesday, September
through May

COLLEGE DRIVEASSEMBLY OF GOD, Rev.
Leonard Burgess, 245 W. College Dr. - 462-
8234, Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 1st Worship
Service - 8:15a.m. 2nd service - 10:30 a.m.

BEREAN CHURCH, Rev. Francis Harwerth,
1000 S. Franklin - 460-3076; Sunday School
9:30 a.m., Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m., Sunday
Evening Youth 6:00 p.m., Tim Morris, associate
pastor; e-mail: morris4him@st-tel.net. Awana
Clubs, Wednesday, 7 p.m., Middle School,
Wednesday, 7 p.m. @ the Colby Armory

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, Rev. Jim Puckett,
Grant & Webster Street, 462-2867, Morning
Worship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:15a.m.,
Evening Worship 6:30 p.m., Wednesday Bible
7:30 p.m.

COLLEGE VIEW BAPTIST CHURCH, (SBC),
1185 Wheatridge Rd. at College Drive, 462-
7144, Sunday Bible Study 9:30 a.m., Sunday
Worship services, 10:45 a.m.

MINGO BIBLE CHURCH, 420 Main Mingo, 785-
462-2992: An independent community church
served by Village Missions Pastor Chris Shubert.
Sunday School: 9:30AM - allages. Sunday Ser-
vices: 10:45AM. Sunday Nights: 1st Sunday of
the month: potluck following morning service -
no evening service; 2nd Sunday: services at
6:30 PM; 3rd Sunday: informal fellowship - bring
a snack to share!; 4th and 5th Sunday: services
at 6:30 p.m.

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC, 462-2179, Fa-
ther Dana Clark, Pastor, Daily Mass, Monday @
5:30 p.m.; Tuesday, 7 a.m.; Wednesday, 8:15
a.m. and 5:30 p.m.; Thursday, 5:30 p.m. only;
Friday, 8:15 a.m.; Saturday, 5:30 p.m.; Sunday,

8 & 10a.m. Confessions on Sat. 4:30-5:05 p.m.,
and 7:30-7:45 p.m.and 9:35-9:40 p.m., Sun.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Rev. Carol
Rahn, 515 W. 4th, 462-6342, Sunday School
9:15 a.m., Worship, 10:30 a.m. September
through May; Worship 9:30 a.m. June through
Labor Day.

WESLEYAN CHURCH, 320 W. Pine - 462-8391,
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Sunday Worship
10:40a.m., Sunday Evening Cellgroups at 6:00
p.m., Wednesday Youth Ministries, Kids Club-
house 7 p.m.

TEENS FOR CHRIST CONNECTION, Everett
Robert, 462-7404, Both middle school and high
school program.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-
DAY SAINTS, 1145 S. Franklin - 462-6605,
President Dave Geldmacher, 846-7740; Elmer
Schielke, 1st counsellor, 462-9022 and Calvin
Haverfield, 2nd counsellor, 672-4165. Sacra-
ment meeting 9 a.m., Sunday School and Pri-
mary 10:20a.m., Priesthood, Relief Society, YM/
YW, 11:10 a.m.; Family History Center open to
public, 7-9 p.m. Thursdays, or by appointment.
Call 462-3571.

COLBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, Rev.
James Mardock, pastor, 950 S. Franklin, 462-
6521, Sunday Worship Services at 8:30 and
11:00 a.m., 6:30 p.m., Fellowship coffee 9:30
a.m., Sunday School, 9:45 a.m., KXXX broad-
casts 11:00 worship.

REDEEMING LOVE CHURCH, 345 N. Franklin,
Bishop W.G. and Rev. Orvella Romine, Sunday
service, 5 p.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST, 510 E. 4th, Jay Kelley,
minister, Sunday Bible Study 9:30 a.m., Sunday
Worship 10:30 a.m., Sunday Eve. Worship 6:00
p.m., Wednesday, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, (Disciples of
Christ), 385 W. 3rd - 460-2718, Sunday School

at 9:30 a.m. followed by Sunday Morning Wor-
ship at 10:45 a.m. E-mail: fcccolby@st-tel.net

LANDMARK UNITED PENTECOSTAL
CHURCH, Pastor Doyle Glasscock, 815 West
3rd- 462-3667, Service times: Sunday, 10 a.m.,
6:30 p.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, David S. Hall,
Pastor, East 5th & Country club, 462-3497,
Worship, Saturday, 5:30 p.m. ; Sunday School
and Bible Class 9:15 a.m.; Worship,10:30 a.m.
: Lutheran Hour on KXXX at 10 a.m.; KGCR at
2 p.m. website http://www.trinitycolbyks.org

OUR SAVIORS LUTHERAN CHURCH Brew-
ster, Sunday Worship 9a.m., Sunday School 10

PLEASANT HOME CHURCH, Pastor, Charlie
Buch, 694-2242, 3190 Road 70, Edson, Wor-
ship, 9:00 a.m., Sunday School 10:00 a.m.,
Evening service, 6:00 p.m.

LEVANT COMMUNITY CHURCH, Pastor Jerry
Vincent, 586-2376, Sunday School 9:30a.m.,
Morning worship 10:30 a.m.

WINONA METHODIST CHURCH, Rev.
Michael Eurit, Sunday School, 10:30a.m., Morn-
ing Worship 9:30 a.m. (CDT)

BREWSTERUNITED METHODIST CHURCH,
PO Box 250, Brewster. Pastor Dorine Cham-
bers, 785-462-6044, Sunday School, 9:45a.m.,
Morning Worship, 10:45 a.m.

THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF, REXFORD, Rev.
Mike Meserve, Outreach; Lane Purcell, Men’s
Ministry, 687-2565

REXFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH, Rexford -
687-3305, Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Worship
Service 10:30 a.m.

BREWSTER COMMUNITY CHURCH, Mike
Pinkelman, Pastor, Brewster - 694-2720, Sun-
day School 9:30 a.m., Worship Service 10:30
a.m., Sunday Night Bible Studay 7:30 p.m.,
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.

This feature is sponsored by these business firms and individuals as a
contribution to the religious life of the community.
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To become a sponsor, call Crystal Rucker

at 462-3963.

We appreciate the businesses and individuals
who have been faithful contributors to this space.

STRAMEL Law
Firm, PA.

345 N. LakeAve, 460-3222

Quality Inn

Jay Hawk and staff
1950 S. Range 462-3933

COLBY PHOTO

Wednesday is double print day.

Mark & Aradath Beringer
420 N. Franklin, 462-8169

COLBY
LUMBER

Bud Van Horn and Staff
1760 W. 4th 462-2181




