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• Home construction & improvements  • Landscaping
• Corn Stoves  • Siding & Insulation   • Electronics

                    • Interior Decorating  • Financial Institutions
                  • Appliances  • Water Filtration Systems

                                • Hot Tubs   •  Cell Phones  • Vinyl Fencing & Decks
                                       • Photography  • Lawn Mowers  • Cabinetry

•  Vacuums  • Music Supplies  • Jewelry  • Campers & RV’s  • Much more

KXXX/Q100 Better Home &
Living Show

March 26, 27, & 28
Colby Community Bldg.

• Show Hours •
Friday: 4:00-8:00 p.m.

Saturday: 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Sunday: Noon - 5 p.m.

  Hundreds of Ideas for Better Living! SPECIAL
SHOW SAVINGS!!

Compare and SAVE on the
many show discounts.
~ HOURLY PRIZES ~

  Must be present to win

 Fun for the entire family!!
ADMISSION: FREE

Concessions available throughout the show

and
Colby/Thomas County Chamber of Commerce
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ATTENTION
Colby High School, Brewster High School,

and Golden Plains High School

Senior Parents!!

Call Crystal @ 462-3963 for
more  information or stop by

the office at
155 W. 5th in Colby.

The Colby Free Press is
now planning the Senior
Graduation Tab and will
be giving parents a
chance to put a baby pic-
ture in along with a short
message from the family.

We will automatically
feature your student’s
picture and information,
but this will be your
chance to put in a baby
picture to show how much
your senior has really
changed over the years!
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Hurry in parents!!
Deadline is May 3rd!!!

I will attend Hutchinson
Community College.

PARENTS:
Mike & Jeanene Brown

Tanner Brown - Way to go!
We’re so proud of you.  “May
you live all the days of your life”
Love,
Mom, Dad, Chanda and Cassie

Rawlins County
Breeders

Spring Sale

Featuring  club lambs
and pigs

Saturday, April 3, 2004
2:00 p.m. (central time)

Rawlins County
Fairgrounds

For information call:
The Ronnie Holub Family
   785-538-2523

• NOTICE •
AD RATES

For Classified Word ads are
as follows:
1-2 days

3-4 days

5-9 days

10-14 days

Monthly (tfn)

25¢*/word

18¢/word

17¢/word

16¢/word

15¢/word

(*Price reflects 15 word minimum ad. Ads
must be in our office by 12:00 noon the
day before. In case of error, call us the
FIRST day your ad runs since we will not
be responsible for errors after the first
day/week.

COUNTRY ADVOCATE

$9.45 for the first 15 words & 55¢
each additional word (per week).
Your ad will run 1 time in the Advo-
cate and 1 week in the sister paper
of your choice.

ADS MUST BE IN THE OFFICE BY
12:00 NOON ON FRIDAY.

DISPLAY (box) AD DEADLINE FOR
FREE PRESS IS 3:00 P.M. TWO DAYS

BEFORE AD RUNS.
Classified Display Rate:
$6.75 per column inch

COUNTRY ADVOCATE DEADLINE IS
12:00 NOON ON FRIDAY.

785-462-3963

www.stocktrailer.com

‘99 Used 7x24 Scooner • Excellent!

#5241

8x30 Barrett • 7x24s Coming In

#5240

0 Down
$154/

mo.

#5226

‘85 Used 6x24 Trailmaster • Also:6’8”x24 Trail Magic ‘88

Your
choice
$2,950

7x28 Scooner • Also: 7x24s in stock

0 Down
$164/

mo.

#5222

#2433

6x16 Chaparrel • Also 6x14 & 6x16 BP

$580
Down

$83/mo.
#5186

Also: 2 HS Combo & 2 HS BP

$708
Down

$89/mo.

$677
Down

$97/mo.
#2454

3 Horse Diamond D • Also Used 4 Horse GN

$646
Down

$81/mo.
#2434

7x14 Continental Cargo • Also 5x10, 6x12, 7x16

All payments plus applicable taxes and fees W.A.C.

We’ll Give Top Dollar for your Used Aluminum Trailer

Parts, Sales, Service
Merlin and Regan Green
8 Miles East, 10 Miles South of Atwood, Kan.

785-626-9200

Good Luck

at Kids State Wrestling
Brady Holzmeister

Thomas County Feeders
From:

European leaders deal with sluggish economies

WICHITA  (AP) — Winter
wheat condition improved slightly
over last week, with less of the crop
lost to winter kill than earlier
thought, Kansas Agricultural Sta-
tistics Service said this week.

In its weekly crop weather re-
port, the agency said 6 percent of
the Kansas wheat crop has been lost
to winter kill, slightly better than
the 7 percent that had been esti-
mated last week.

Wheat condition was rated as 11

percent very poor, 17 percent poor,
30 percent fair, 36 percent good and
6 percent excellent.

About 72 percent of the crop has
suffered no freeze damage, and 67
percent shows no wind damage.
About 70 percent shows no insect
infestation.

But Army cutworms remain pre-
sent throughout central Kansas.
Spraying continues with treated
wheat recovering nicely, the state’s
agricultural statistics service said.

BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) —
European Union leaders turned
their attention to their sluggish
economies Friday after agreeing to
tough new counterterrorism mea-
sures and relaunching stalled talks
on an EU constitution.

The 25 European leaders, includ-
ing those from the 10 countries that
will join May 1, were discussing
ways to create jobs and make Euro-
pean business and workers more
competitive, with pledges to imple-
ment more reforms.

They also were addressing for-
eign policy issues including Iraq,
Kosovo and the Middle East over
lunch on the final day of a two-day
summit.

Leaders agreed late Thursday to
a new anti-terror action plan and

restart constitution talks after a re-
newed sense of unity after the
deadly rail bombings in Madrid.

“The tragic events of two weeks
ago, it has certainly made people
reflect and contemplate,” Irish
Prime Minister Bertie Ahern said
Thursday night.

“This has been a difficult few
weeks for Europe,” he said. “There
was pressure on all of us.”

The leaders picked former Dutch
government official Gijs de Vries as
the bloc’s first anti-terror czar to
bolster the continent’s defense after
the March 11 bombings in Madrid,
which are suspected to have been
carried out by Islamic radicals.

De Vries will coordinate work
done by the EU’s foreign affairs and
interior departments in an echo of

the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security, which was created in the
wake of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.

De Vries, a former deputy inte-
rior minister, was born in New York
and holds dual U.S.-Dutch citizen-
ship. He will start work Monday
and report to Javier Solana, who
heads the EU’s foreign and security
department.

Other measures adopted in-
cluded improving police and intel-
ligence cooperation and increasing
border controls and tracking of
phone records.

On the constitution, Ahern said
leaders agreed to try for a deal by
June 17 — six months after the draft
was supposed to have been ap-
proved. “I asked colleagues to com-
mit to a timeframe ... and we agreed

to do so,” Ahern said.
Ahern, whose country holds the

EU presidency, will pursue one-on-
one negotiations with a view to sort-
ing out the most divisive issues be-
fore convening another summit.

Talks collapsed last December
after Poland and Spain, which
would have seen their power re-
duced, refused to go along.

The constitution must be agreed
unanimously by all 25 current and
soon-to-be EU members.

EU officials acknowledge that
another collapse in talks this year
would spell disaster for the 465-ar-
ticle draft, which was put together
by a 105-member constitutional
convention over the past two years.

Optimism has surged since the
March 14 election defeat of Span-
ish Prime Minister Jose-Maria
Aznar’s conservative party by Jose

Luis Rodriguez Zapatero, a Social-
ist, who is more eager to find a
breakthrough. As a result, Poland
also eased its opposition to the char-
ter.

“The Polish government is open
to dialogue,” said Polish Prime
Minister Leszek Miller.

In addition to a voting formula,
Ahern said about 20 items re-
mained to be resolved, including
the size of the EU’s executive com-
mission and the number of Euro-
pean Parliament seats.

“I think we can get a basis for
agreement on those,” he said.

The constitution is meant to
streamline decision making in a
bloc of 25 nations and bolster its
role on the world stage, with the
creation of an EU president and
foreign minister. It also boosts de-
fense cooperation.State’s wheat condition improving

Spring planting is also progress-
ing, with 42 percent of the state’s
oat crop now in the ground.


