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Opinion

Free Press
Viewpoint

There are things
you can't remove

“...under God.”

Boy, who would have ever thought those two words
wouldendupinthelap of the SupremeCourt of theUnited
States of America.

“...under God.”

Powerful.

“...under God.”

Two wordsthat appear in apledge of allegianceto our
country. It doesn’t say athing about apledgeof allegiance
toareligiousbelief.

It's safe to say avast majority of Americans have no
problem with those two words appearing in the pledge.
And those who do need not recite them when they place
their hand over their heart. No law dictatesthat you must
repeat “...under God.” Nojail threat. Nofine.

Those two words have been in the pledge since 1954.
Why all thepretzelizing theseso many yearslater escapes
reason.

Sonow weawaitthedecisionby theU.S. SupremeCourt
asto whether these two words violate the separation of
church and state.

If thetribunal ultimately rulesthat they do, don’t expect
those two words to suddenly disappear. We have been
reciting them — most of the population — since we be-
gantotak. They comenaturally.

Andif theSupremeCourt rulesagainst themajority, how
dowehandlethat situation?Will afederal unfunded man-
date be issued threatening jail time and fines for those
caught uttering those two words? If that’s the case, we
doubt thereisenoughmoney inexistencetoassign*“voice
cops’ for each and every person assembled in a public
placereciting the pledge.

See, thisishow silly thiswholethingis.

Somethingsjust won’'t go away.

Put “...under God” inthat category

Tom(TD) Dreiling
Free PressPublisher

Addresses of elected officials:
U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office

Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark-

@ink.org
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Firefighters are for who?

BONNI E King of Goodland, aregular reader
of the Free Press, came across some rather in-
terestinginformationthat shewouldliketoshare
with readersof thiscolumn. | won't try to sumit
up in aword or two because that would be im-
possible. I'll just let her tell itin her ownwords.
Heregoes:

| was sent alink to a site that you might find
interesting. The  National News
Departments (newsmedia) havemadeabigdeal
about theFirefightersUnionbacking K erry (Sen.
John, Democratic presidential nominee-to-be).
After checking out the information on this site,
you can seethisisnot actually true. A few at the
top of theunion may befor Kerry but the major-
ity of thereadl firefighterssupport President Bush.

| read many of thecommentsintheguest book
andfoundwheretheColby FireChief alsovoiced
hisopinion onthe matter. At thetimel read his,
he was about the 50th on down on thelist.

Thiswebsite was started as a grassroots way
for thefirefightersto get their real opinions out
tothepublic. It would beniceif you could men-
tion thiswebsitein your column to help get the
truth out to the people.

| personally was glad to find this because |
couldn’t understand how firefighters were sup-
posedly so against Bush. It was nice to see that
many areagai nst theideaand upset withtheway
their unionhassaidthey support Kerry....al with-
out ever asking the union members.

Thanksfor your timein considering if thisis
worth mentioning in your column.

<http://www.firefightersforbush.com/>http:/
Iwww.firefightersforbush.com/

A Goodland Reader,

BonnieKing

bking52@hotmail.com

Y OU won't want to missthe big 2004 Better
Home & Living Show at the Colby Community
Building. Show hoursare4-8p.m. today, 10a.m.
to 6 p.m. on Saturday and noonto 5 p.m. on Sun-
day. Noadmissioncharge. Stop by, visitwiththe
exhibitorsand seewhat’ snew for you. Oh, make
itafamily affair asthisisoneof thoseattractions
that'sgeared for the family — rated “G.”

A WOM AN awakes during the night to find

Tom Dreiling

® My
Turn

that her husband was not in their bed. She puts
on her robe and goes downstairs to ook for
him. She sees him sitting at the kitchen table
with ahot cup of coffeein front of him. He ap-
pears to be in deep thought, just staring at the
wall. She watches as he wiped atear from his
eyeand takesasip of hiscoffee.

“What'sthematter, dear?’ shewhispersasshe
stepsintotheroom. Thehusbandlooksupfrom
his coffee, “Do you remember 20 years ago
when we were dating, and you were only 167"
he asks solemnly.

“Yes | do” she replies. The husband
paused. Thewordswerenot comingeasily.“ Do
youremember whenyour father caught usinthe
back seat of my car making love?’

“Yes, | remember” said the wife, lowering
herself into a chair beside him. The husband
continued. " Doyouremember when heshoved
the shotgun in my face and said, ‘ Either you
marry my daughter, or | will sendyoutojail for
20years?”

“1 remember that too” shereplied softly.

Hewiped another tear fromhischeek and said,
“You know, | would have gotten out of jail to-

day.”

I SEE where some high school basketball
player back east is suing her coach because he
suggestedit would bein her and theteam’ sbest
interest if shed a few pounds. Verbal abuse, |
guess. Another oneof thosemounting frivolous
lawsuitsthat are jamming up the nation’s court
system. Thepolitically correct crowd hasreally
turned soci ety upsidedown. Becareful what you
doandwhat you say and how you doit and how
you say it becausesomeonewill bewatching and
listening and before you know it — bam! —
you'reincourt. | wasparticularly careful about
how | unlocked my car door thismorningfor fear

| was being watched and if | handled the situa
tion incorrectly — whatever that would entai
— someone would be offended and | would be
involved inacar door abusivesituation. Sounc
nutty? It is, like so many other cases moving
through the courts.

Lord, | pray that you bring back the simplel
daysand times.

RECENTLY, in adistant city, aroutine po-
licepatrol parked outsidealocal neighborhooc
bar. Lateintheevening theofficer noticedamar
leaving the bar so intoxicated that he coulc
barely wal k. Theman stumbled around the park-
inglotfor afew minuteswiththeofficer quietly
observing. After what seemed an eternity anc
trying hiskeysonfivedifferentvehicles, themar
managed to find hisown car which hefell into

He was there for afew minutes as a numbel
of other patronsleft thebar and droveoff. Finally
hestartedthecar, switched thewipersonand off
(it was adry night), flicked the hazard flashe!
onand off, tooted thehorn and then switched or
thelights. He moved the vehicleforward afen
inches, reversed alittle and then remained sta:
tionary for afew moreminutesasmore patron:
leftintheir vehicles. Atlast hepulled out of the
parking lot and started to driveslowly downthe
street.

Thepoliceofficer, having patiently waited all
thistime, now started up his patrol car, put or
theflashinglights, promptly pulled themanove
and carried out a Breathalyzer test.

To hisamazement the breathal yzer indi catec
no evidence of the man having consumed al co-
hol at all!

Dumbfounded, the officer said “I’ll have tc
ask you to accompany meto the police station
this Breathalyzer equipment must be broken.”

“1 doubt it,” said the man, “tonight I'm the
designated decoy.”

HAV E agood evening and agood weekend!
And pencil in alittletime at the church of youl
choicethisweekend.

*kkk*k

Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press. Hic
column appears Wednesdays and Fridays
td@nwkansas.com. Or you cancall himat (785
462-3963.

As the guy said, ‘“This Is good’

Reader interest continues to pick up for this
Friday evening column. At least half dozen sub-
missions were received thisweek, and the first
onel’ll sharewith youtoday camefromseveral
folks.

Let’ssimply call thisfirst one...

THIS IS GOOD

Thestory istold of akinginAfricawhohad a
closefriend withwhom he grew up. Thefriend
had ahabit of looking at every situationthat ever
occurred in hislife (positive or negative) and
remarking, “Thisisgood!”

Oneday theking and hisfriend wereout ona
hunting expedition. The friend would load and
prepare the guns for the king. The friend had
apparently done something wrongin preparing
oneof theguns, for after takingthegunfromhis
friend, theking fired it and his own thumb was
blown off.

Examining the situationthefriend remarked
asusual, “ Thisisgood!”

To which theking replied, “No, thisisNOT
good!” and proceeded to send hisfriend tojail.
About ayear later, the king was hunting in a
“shamba’ that he should have known to stay
clear of. Cannibals captured him and took him
to their village. They tied his hands, stacked
somewood, set up astake and bound himto the
stake. Asthey camenear to set fireto thewood,
they noticed that the king was missing athumb.
Being superstitious, they never ate anyone that
was |ess than whole. So untying the king, they
sent him on hisway.

Ashereturned home, hewasreminded of the
event that had taken histhumb and felt remorse
for histreatment of hisfriend. Hewent tothejail

TD

® At
Week’s
End

to speak with hisfriend. “You wereright,” he
said, “itwasgood that my thumbwasblown off.
And he proceeded to tell thefriend al that had
happened. “ And so | am very sorry for sending
you to jail for so long. It was bad of me to do
this.”

“No” hisfriend replied, “ Thisisgood!”

“What do you mean, ‘Thisis good? How
coulditbegoodthat | sent my friendtojail fora
year?’'

Hisfriendreplied, “If  had NOT beeninjail,
| would have been with you in the cannibal’s
shamba...”

You'll likethisone, called...

THE TRIAL

During atrial inasmall town, thelocal pros-
ecuting attorney called hisfirst witness to the
stand. Shewasswornin, askedif shewould“tell
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth, sohelp her God,” shesaid“yes.” Thewit-
nesswasaproper well-dressed elderly lady, the
grandmother type, well spokenand poised. The
prosecuting attorney approached the woman
and asked, “Mrs. Jones, doyou know me?’ She
responded, “Why, yes | do know you. I've
known you since you were a young boy and

frankly, you’ vebeenabigdisappointmenttome.
Youllie, cheat on your wife, manipulate people
and talk badly about them behind their backs.
You think you're arising big shot when you
haven’t the sense to realize you never will
amount to anything more than atwo-bit paper-
pushing no good. Yes, | know you quite well.”

The lawyer was stunned. He couldn’t even
think for afew minutes. Then, slowly hebacked
away, fearingthelooksonthejudgeandjurors
faces, not to mention the court reporter who
documented every word. Not knowingwhat el se
to do, he pointed across the room and asked,
“Mrs. Jones, do you know the defense attor-
ney?’ Sheagainreplied, “Why, yes, | do. I've
known him since he was ayoungster, too. He's
lazy, bigoted, has abad drinking problem. The
man can't build or keep a normal relationship
with anyone and his law practice is one of the
worst in the entire state. Not to mention he
cheated onhiswifewiththreedifferent women.
Yes, | know him.”

Thedefense attorney almost fainted and was
seen slipping downwardin hischair, looking at
thefloor. Laughter mixedwith gasps, thundered
throughout the courtroom and theaudiencewas
ontheverge of chaos.

Atthispoint, thejudgebrought the courtroom
to silence, called both counselorsto the bench,
andinavery quiet voice said, “ If either of you
moronsasksher if sheknowsme, you' regoing
tojail.”

Got something for “ At Week'sEnd?” Simply
e-mail it to td@nwkansas.com, fax it to (785)
462-7749, regular mail to 155 W. 5th, or hand
deliver it. Thanks!



