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Mother worries about her future
Abigail
Van Buren
• Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: I have three won-
derful sons, ranging in age from 12
to 19. For the last 10 years, I have
had bouts of depression when I think
about losing them to girlfriends or
wives.

I keep remembering all the nega-
tive mother-in-law jokes and the
derogatory commercials I have
seen.

How can anyone think that a
mother can turn off her love for a son
because another woman might get
jealous or possessive? It is pounded
into everyone’s head that mothers-
in-law are horrible and unworthy of
communication and love from their
son and his family.

I am sick of it! I’m a good person.
I love my sons with every ounce of
my being.

I’ll be there for them whenever I
am needed.

It is horrifying to me that the first
time I might say something that
doesn’t suit my son’s wife, she’ll cut
me out of their lives.

Men are such doormats for their
girlfriends and wives!

Why don’t they stand up for their
mothers the way we stood up for
them?

— SICK OF THE BAD REP
DEAR SICK: Where did you

get the idea that the majority of in-
law relationships are dysfunc-
tional?

Women who welcome their
daughters-in-law and don’t treat
them as rivals usually have warm
and loving relationships. Have
you ever heard of a self-fulfilling
prophecy? I am concerned that
your preconceptions will poison
your future relationships. Please
discuss them with a psychothera-
pist, and don’t put it off.

DEAR ABBY: I live with a man
I’ll call Elmer who is, for the most

part, a great guy.
He accepted my son as his own

and provided for him the same way
he does for our daughter.

We have a nice home, material
comforts, and Elmer makes sure all
our bills are covered if I can’t afford
to pay them myself.

Last year, I decided I wanted to go
and swim with the dolphins — lit-
erally.

 I told Elmer this is a spiritual
thing, something I want to do for
myself and by myself.

 Elmer tends to be sort of a con-
trol freak, but if I stand my ground,
he usually backs down. With this
dolphin thing, though, he’s making
my life miserable.

Elmer has 1,001 reasons for me
not to take the trip, none of which are
valid.

What can I do to make him see that
there are plenty of couples who
sometimes take separate trips? He
says if I love him, I won’t go with-
out him. He didn’t give me this hard
a time when I changed religions.

— NEEDS ADVICE IN
MARYLAND

DEAR NEEDS: Since I don’t
know Elmer, it’s hard to say what
you can do to reassure him. He
may be afraid that you will get in
over your head — literally. Or he
may feel insecure about the rela-
tionship he has with you since you
are not married.

However, in life we must all fol-
low our own spiritual paths.

We must also prioritize our
wishes in the order of their impor-

tance.
 If swimming with the dolphins

is more important to you than
Elmer, then you will have to dive
in, even if it means swimming
through the rest of your life with-
out him.

DEAR ABBY: My mother-in-
law, “Gertie,” lived with us for the
last two years since she was no
longer able to care for herself. We let
her have the master bedroom. I
moved into the computer room and
slept on a cot while my husband,
“Duane,” slept on a hide-a-bed in the
living room.

Gertie died two months ago, and
now Duane refuses to move her be-
longings out of that room.

He says that everything in there is
sacred. My husband even turns her
favorite nightlight on at night. What
am I to do? I can’t compete with a
ghost!

— HELPLESS
DEAR HELPLESS: Your hus-

band is grieving for his mother
and is not behaving rationally. He
needs grief counseling and possi-
bly a support group. Consult his
doctor and see that he gets it.
Meanwhile, join him on the hide-
a-bed.

Editor’s note: Dear Abby is writ-
ten by Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Write Dear Abby at www.-
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Bridge

 Famous Hand
Bridge played at the highest level can be

fascinating indeed.
Here is a striking example of high-class

defense from a 1970 match between Hol-
land and England.

With Holland North-South, the bidding
went as shown.

South’s two-club bid was conventional
and indicated 5-5 or 6-5 distribution in the
major suits.

West, Jonathan Cansino, partnered by
Jeremy Flint, elected to lead a trump
against four hearts.

Declarer took East’s king with the ace,
cashed the K-A of spades and ruffed a
spade with dummy’s nine as Cansino dis-
carded the deuce of clubs.

Next came the queen of diamonds, taken
by East with the king.

East then cashed the queen of spades, on
which Cansino discarded his ace of clubs!

East thereupon cashed the king of clubs
and continued with a club, promoting a
trump trick for West whether declarer
ruffed high or low, and as a result the con-
tract went down one.

It was all very fancy, but it was all very
logical, too.

 Cansino could tell from South’s bid-
ding, as well as the play, that declarer had
started with precisely a 5-6-1-1 distribu-
tion.

Cansino also realized that the contract
could not be stopped unless the defense
could somehow score a trump trick. With-
out that, there was no hope.

 He therefore had to assume that East had
the jack or ten of trumps, as well as the king
of clubs, in which case discarding the ace
of clubs on East’s queen of spades was the
only way to defeat the contract.

Miraculously, everything worked out
exactly as Cansino had planned.

It just goes to show that if you think —
and pray — hard enough, your best-laid
plans will occasionally come to fruition.
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