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Legislators say Kansans would
not vote for gay marriages

TOPEKA (AP)—Many legisla-
tors are confident that Kansans
would vote overwhelmingly in fa-
vor of aproposed amendment tothe
stateconstitution banning gay mar-
riageif given the chance.

Kansans have not been shy in
expressing their views, especialy
those who believe such ameasure
would help check a growing per-
missiveness in society. Before a
debatelast week on aconstitutional
gay marriageban, senatorsreported
getting dozens— evenhundreds—
of e-mails.

Yet noamendment emerged from
the Senate. As a group, senators
were more cautious than House
members, andtheir collectivereluc-
tance led to a big victory for gay
rightsactivists.

Faced with a House-approved
proposal to ban both gay marriage
and civil unions for same-sex
couples, senators turned it into a
measure that would ban gay mar-
riage but did not specifically pro-
hibit civil unions. The Senate's
strongest opponents of gay mar-
riagethen helped kill that version.

“1 don’tthink the Senateever had
thewill towork onitanyway,” said
Rep. Kathe Decker, Clay Center, a
co-sponsor of the House's version
of the proposed amendment.

Asadopted by the House earlier
this month, the proposed amend-
mentwould haveadded asectionto
theconstitution declaring that only
marriages between one man and
onewomanarevalid. Theproposed
amendment also would have pro-
hibited the state from extending
benefitsassociatedwithmarriageto
any other relationship — effec-
tively banning civil unions for
same-sex couples.

Decker and Rep. Jan. Pauls, D-
Hutchinson, drafted the proposed
amendment in response to a No-
vember ruling by Massachusetts’
highest court saying it was uncon-
stitutional in that state to ban gay
marriage. Their goal wasto prevent
aKansascourtfromissuingasimi-
lar decision.

But Kansas, unlike Massachu-

The predominate sentiment was, 'l
want to ban same-sex marriage in the man-
ner least likely to land us in federal court.”

Sen. Derek Schmidt
R- Independence

setts, has a “ defense of marriage”
law, passed in 1996 to reaffirm a
policy in place since 1867 that the
state recognizes marriages only
between one man and one woman.

Thirty-four states, including
Kansas, have such laws. Four —
Alaska, Hawaii, Nebraskaand Ne-
vada— have constitutional provi-
sionsagainst gay marriage.

Also, in 2002, the Kansas Su-
preme Court considered the state's
definition of marriageinrulingthat
a marriage between a man and
someone who had undergone
sexual reassignment surgery to be-
comeawoman was not valid.

Thecourtsaidit could notignore
how the Legislature had set the
state’spolicy on marriage, adding,
“1f theL egislaturewishestochange
public policy, itisfreetodo so; we
arenot.”

Those facts led some senators,
including Majority Leader Lana
Oleen, R-Manhattan, to question
theneedfor aconstitutional amend-
ment.

In addition, even some senators
who were willing to ban gay mar-
riage in the state constitution wor-
ried that the House's language
would invite alawsuit in federal
court. Their theory was that a gay
couple wouldn’t sue in state court
because the Kansas Constitution
would prevent afavorabledecision
anyway but would turn to the fed-
eral courtsfor relief.

In 1996, theU.S. Supreme Court
struck down an amendment to
Colorado’sconstitution preventing
that stateanditslocal governments
from enacting anti-discrimination
policiesgiving gaysand leshiansa
“protected status.”
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Moreover, Nebraskafacesafed-
era lawsuit over its constitutional
ban on gay marriageand marriage-
likebenefitsfor same-sex couples.
The plaintiffs are not arguing that
they areentitledtomarriageor civil
unions, but that Nebraska's consti-
tution limitstheir ability — but not
other citizens' —toseek legidative
action on such issues.

“It would have beenthe sameis-
suehere,” said Sen. Derek Schmidt,
R-Independence, an attorney. He
said in the Senate, “ The predomi-
nate sentiment was, ' | want to ban
same-sex marriage in the manner
least likely to land usin federal
court.”

At the same time, senators felt
pressureto respond to constituents
whoweredemanding thechanceto
vote on agay marriage ban.

So, in response, Oleen offered
and senators approved a proposal
shortening the proposed amend-
ment to astatement that marriageis
acivil contract between one man
and onewoman only.

In someways, her language was
an attempt to preserve the status
quo, dropping phrases from exist-
ing Kansas law into the constitu-
tion.

QRawlins County
Breeders
Spring Sale

Featuring club lambs
and pigs
Saturday, April 3, 2004
2:00 p.m. (central time)
Rawlins County
Fairgrounds
For information call:

The Ronnie Holub Famil
785-538-2523 T % W
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Cblby Community College
Scholarship Benefit Party Auction

Comfort Inn Convention Center in Colby
Saturday, April 3

Doors Open: 4:45 p.m.  Buffet Dinner: 5:30 p.m.

LISTED BELOW ARE A FEW OF THE ITEMS DONATED:

Stuart & Anita Beckman
His Shop

Nex-Tech

Homeland Real Estate
Bill & Janice Dowell
Larry McDonaldHarvesting
Inlow Interiors

Van’s Body & Frame
Beringer Hardware
Todd Barrows
Sports:Shoppe
Colby‘Auto/Car Quest

DONT
MISS OQUT
ON THE
FUN!!!

Live Auction: 7:00 p.m.

* 8 bags of Gelden Harvest Seed Corn

* $200 Gift Certificate

* 2004 1 0z. Gold Coin

 Mantle Clock

 Autumn Purple Ash Tree

* 10in 1 Game Table

= Howard Miller Englishmen 30” Wall Clock
e Truck Alignment

* Black & Decker 14.4 Combo Kit

» Autographed K-State Football/Snyder
* KU Jersey

* Die Cast Collectible Toy

Thank you to all the area individuals and
businesses who donated items to help make the
auction a success! A Special Thanks to Farm and
Ranch Realty and ALL auction staff, cashiers and
spotters. Stop by the His Shop, Personal Touch &
Colby Photo to see displays of auction items
coming this weekend.

Auction conducted and clerked compliments of Farm & Ranch Realty, Inc. - Don Hazlett, Broker
****Tickets Still Available****

For reservations, call 785-462-4684
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Unlike other wireless companies,

OUR NATIONWIDE PLAN

actually includes the entire nation.

True Nationwide Calling for just $30 monthly access. Only at Unicel.
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part of life here.
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We’ve got exactly what you need.

Customize your service with:
* Mobile to mobile calls to Unicel customers
¢ Unlimited night and weekend calling
* UText" messaging
* Additional lines for family

Plus, our nights start at 8pm!

Buy one Motorola v120 o

for $9.99 and get up to
three FREE. |

Hurry, free phone offer ends soon.

New 24-month service agreement required on all promotions.
One free phone per additional line.

Open Sundays 1-5pm 1-800-GO CELLULAR (462-35581
Unicel Retail Stores: Colby: 1933 South Range, Suite 1 Great Bend: 1101 Main St. Hays: 4325 Vine St.

Unicel Authorized Agents: Atwood: Decision Weather Goodland: Mobile Connections Hays: Horizon Appliance « Midwest Drugs LaCrosse: Dean’s Auto Sales Ness City: Ness City Monument & Sign Co. Norton: Computer Pro
Phillipsburg: Computer Pro Plainville: Saven Video Pratt: T Communications Sharon Springs: Amber’s Hair Design St. Francis: Steven’s KS Territorial Stockton: Primetime Wakeeney: True Value

www.unicel.com

Unicel is a service of RCC Holdings, Inc. Fees will be added to your bill for each line of service to help defray Unicel’s costs of complying with federal and state regulatory obligations; these fees
are not taxes or government-required charges. Offer subject to terms of wireless service agreement and plan details. $25 activation fee required on all new activations. $200 early termination
fee applies to each line. Credit check and security deposit may be required. Maps are presented for geographic reference only and do not represent a guarantee of service availability. Digital
features and service are not available in all areas and may vary due to atmospheric, topographical and other conditions. Requires use of approved tri-mode digital equipment. Must meet
applicable legal age requirements, present valid I.D. and have a user address within the Unicel Home Area. Federal, state and local taxes and surcharges apply. Limited time offer; other restrictions
apply. See store for details and guarantee terms and conditions.




