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Monday’s
Salute

Thumbs%to...

VAmandaand Shaun — that was quite aspring break/St.
Patrick’s Day event — congratul ations!

VArtist M ary Ewing— onyour display at the Colby Com-
munity College art gallery.

VThe Oakley Community — on the ‘ Buffalo Bill’ Cody
monument, certain to beabig plusfor your town andthearea
ingeneral.

VThe°Young at Heart Singers— your performance at
Fairview Estates was a big hit...and to Judy Kleinsor ge for
your book review that waswell received.

VColby Community College— onyour spring enrol Iment
increase.

VCody Stone— Congrats— it'sabeautiful pickup!

VTheOfficeProfessional sOr ganization —for your tasty
breakfast in acknowledgment of the hard work put in by so
many at Colby College.

VSadieM unker s— onyour 95th birthday triptothe Grand
Bahamas.

VJeanne Thyfault — on your state board el ection.

VGreg and Ginalyn Cabrinha — on your new business
venture.

VTheL ocal National Guar d —good luck withyour recruit-
ing effort.

Thiscolumnisprepared each Monday by the Free Presspub-
lisher. Submissions, commentsor questionscanbedirectedto
him at td@nwkansas.com, by fax to (785) 462-7749, regular
phoneto 462-3963 or by mail to 155 W. 5th, Colby 67701.
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Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
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U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark-

@ink.org
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Glancing back at those college days

For somepeopl e, high school wastheir favor-
ite time of life. Others had their glory daysin
college.

Collegewasfun but | don’t think I’ d ever go
back unlessit’sto makearun at aPh.D.

The concept of “college” isamost mythical.
Withsomany pop culturereferences, you' dthink
that anyone hasthe chance to be the big man on
campus.

It’skind of true, and | think it depends mainly
onthecirclesyourunin at thebig university.

However, my own university experiencewas
nothing like“ Animal House.”

Maybeintherespect | found someloyal friends
and| really didn’t havemuch respect for author-
ity.

| did have athing against most of the sorori-
ties, mainly becausemy first and only roommate
wasapledge. Sowere our neighbors.

They were freshman and | was a sophomore
transfer.

They tendedtostay uplateand primpand party
and | had 6:30 am. mornings at the Oklahoma
State University horse barn.

| made some good friends there and | try to
keep intouch. Most of the stuff we did was stu-
pid.

“X-Files’” marathons, “ Star Trek” marathons,
and “Highlander” marathons.

Road trips to nowhere and Christmas light
expeditions during dead week.

Playing cardsand Jengawith Tanamwhenshe
worked her night shiftsinthemiddleof thenight
on Fridaysand Saturdaysat Willham North, the
dorm that was homefor three and ahalf years.

Coin beer nights at the Tumbleweed and
waiter-baiting at Eskimo Joe's.

A WadeHayes concert and The Great Divide.

FreemovieticketsfromY 105.

Tisha Cox
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7:30a.m. medieval history with Dr. Bischcoff.
Islam, Dr. Pepper and donuts.

Dan Wall getting bit that Sunday afternoon
inthe pasture. The“wormy” incident.

Thepaintfilly wenot-so-affectionately nick-
named after thegrey mareinLarry McMurtry’s
novel “Lonesome Dove.”

Cold, cold hikesto BFE.

Being keel-haul ed acrossthe Oklahomacl ay.

Homework nightsin the lounge.

Hockey games and homework.

Stupid freshman and “90210,” “Dawson’s
Creek” and “Felicity.”

“X-Files,” vampires, aliens and sorority
pledges. The great Willham power outage and
the bomb threat during finalsweek.

Theday abird in the transformer took down
the power in the animal science building and
later the entire west half of campus.

Incompetent copy editors and Patrick and
Roger at the O’ Cally.

French foreign literature, ag economics, ge-
netics, and American foreign policy.

Russian history, breaking and training, news
reporting, equine science, Russian and range
management.

Cheap moviesand Chinesefood and Cowboy
cinema.

Running out of candy at Halloween and hand-
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ing out mints.

Air conditioninginOctober. HeatersinApril

Baylor baseball and bad pitching.

Ray Bourque, Baby B’sand OK C.

Getting stuck in elevators.

Eskimo Joe's, Mexico Joe's, Stillwater Bay.

There was a smashed thumb, blown kneeg,
concussion and a few days from one week ir
November 1995 that are very, very hazy.

There was also tailgating at football games
razzing the TAMU Aggies mascot one game
basketball games.

Therewasal sothat first homecoming and how
excited everybody got about something callec
“pomping.”

It’sthe Greek tradition of building afloat of
display for the house. The actual “pomping” i
pushing pieces of colored tissue paper througt
the holesin chickenwire.

Tothisday, | fail toseetheattractionbutitjus
drovethe sororitiesnutsto get todoiit.

There was also the real Mulder. One of my
friendsfound aguy from upstate New York or
campusand started to date himfor no other rea:
son than hisnamewas Mulder.

Therewas other stuff too, likeAttilathe pro-
fessor, “ The Rocky Horror Picture Show” anc
thethree cases of beer, security scannerson the
dorm doors, mucking stalls and many, many
other things that happened that are either toc
numerousto mention or just don’t deserve see:
ing print.

College was fun but there have been some
thingssincethat havetopped some of theexpe
riences| had there.

Tisha Coxisageneral assignment reporter;
photographer for the Free Press. Her columr
appearson Mondays. tcox@nwkansas.com.

When you live with cats

Punkin has a new door to the outside. | in-

vestedinoneof thoseel ectroniccat doorswhich | .

causes the door to open when he approaches |

wearing the ‘key’ on hiscollar. The door is set
tolet him or Baby go outside asthey wish, and
then openswhen Punkinapproaches. (Baby goes
out so seldom, she doesn’t need akey.) | think
heiscomingtotermswithit, butitissort of hard
totell. Sometimes he comesin, and sometimes
hedoesn'’t. | think heconfusesthedoor by stand-
ingoutsidenear it, and ‘ thinking’ about coming
in. Sometimes he comes in, and sometimes he
doesn’t.

| think it opensand thenlocksitself again be-
fore he comesin, and then he needsto back up
and approach it again beforeit opensautomati-
cally. ButI’'mnotreally abletotryitout,sol’'m
notsure. Sinceheisanintelligent cat, | presume
hewill cometo termswith it. Theinstructions
say most catsaresmart enoughtofigureout how
to work the door, and not to try to push them
through the door, asit might frighten them.

| hopeit will eliminate my constantly having
to open the door for him. | had closed off his
former cat door because the neighborhood
mooch, a beautiful black cat, kept coming in,
eating our cats' food, and making himself at
home. It’srather shockingtoget upinthemorn-
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ingandfindastrangecat sleepinginyour break-
fast chair. Which by theway, isaswivel chair,
and if he ever doesthat again, heisgoing for a
spin. My catswon’t go near that chair because
it isso unstable, but it doesn’'t seem to bother
him.

Blackie is agorgeous cat, and if | didn’t a-
ready havetwo cats, I'd adopt himin aminute
— as an outdoor cat. (He's not neutered and
wantsto mark histerritory.) | think he already
has ahome— heisso friendly and loving. He
lovesit when | have company, especially chil-
dren. I’ veexplainedtohimheismy outsidecat,
and | will feed him outside, but don’t want him
inside. And heseemsto understand. He' spretty
polite. If hewanted, he could rush between my
feet and | wouldn’t be able to get him outside.
Sol bringhim somedry cat food out onthedeck,

and hepurrsandrubsandlovesmeup moretharn
my catsever do. He'slikea‘tall dark stranger’
and | suspect on closer acquaintance, hewould
not be so lovable.

He has aloud voice, and when he comes
around, heisso happy. “ Meow! Meow! Meow!
Herel am! Aren'tyougladtoseeme?,” hesays.
He reminds me of the dogs belonging to the
neighbor down the street who ride homein the
back of hispickuptruck. Whenheturnsthecor-
ner, thedogsbark and sing, and let everyonein
the neighborhood know they are happy to be
home. | loveit!

| don’tknow if Baby, my 17-year-old gray cat,
has a stomach ache or ismourning for my hus-
band. Every day, shegoesinto my bedroomand
justcries,“Owie, Owie, Owie,” for about seven
to 10 times, several timesaday. It's eerie. She
may haveastomach ache, many timesitisafter
sheeats; but it started the day my husband died.
She's not eating much, but at thistime of year,
cats don’t eat much. She's skinny as arail but
sheisold, and hasbeen getting thinner for quite
sometime. | don’t know whether to take her tc
thevet or to the Pet Psychic.

*kkk*k
Maxine Nelson is a retired Free Press re-
porter who writeswhen the mood strikes.
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