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Nearly 40 people attended the
Smoke Free Coffee House event
held Saturday at the Comfort Inn
Convention Center in Colby.

Now initsthirdyear, theevent
has continuedto attract local tal-
ent in the areas of comedy skits,
poetry, and singing, said Carla
Sharp, project director with the
Community Awareness Team.

“Our goal thisyear wastoraise
awarenessabout smokingandthe
responsibility themovieindustry

hasin helping our youth,” shesaid.

Along with the theme of “Old
Hollywood,” Sharp said, they had
literaturetal king about Hollywood
and smoking and theimpact actors
andactresseshavewhen portraying
acharacter smokingin G, PG, and
PG-13 movies.

“Youth consider actorsaspeople
theyidolizeandlook upto, soif they
are smoking on screen, then it is
slowly being proven, youthwill be
more acceptable to smoking at
somepointintheir lives,” shesaid.

Another ideathat Colby High

By PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press

About 40 people attended Saturday’s ‘Smoke-free Coffee DarlaNicolsand MattHull, all seniors at Colby High School and
House,” sponsored by the Community Awareness Teamand held members of the team, looked at many of the items on display
atthe ComfortInn Convention Center. Taylor Miller (foreground),

‘Old Hollywood’ theme of gathering

for the “Old Hollywood” theme.

School senior Taylor Miller in-
cluded in the event was a photo-
graph of a Marilyn Monroe |ook-
alikeusing Kristen Theimer, ajun-
ior.

“We had several people amazed
athow real theMarilynMonroepic-
tureslooked and could not believe
it was Kristen in the photos,” she
said.

“Taylor truly amazes me by his
talent with photography.”

Sharp also wanted to thank
Randy Decker, Colby Theater man-
ager, for lending the group movie

props, postersand other memora-
biliato add to the theme.

“Randy has always been sup-
portiveof theteam effortsand we
also appreciated Julie Saddler at
the convention center who did a
wonderful job with arrange-
ments,” shesaid.

Anyoneinterestedinbecoming
a member of the Community
AwarenessTeamisencouragedto
call Sharp at 460-7451.

Adultvolunteersareal sourged
to participate in any or all of the
activitiesand events.

60s to prevail

Colby, Oakley, Hoxiearea

Tonight...Mostly clear. Lows
in the upper 20s. North winds 5
to 15 mph. Tuesday...Mostly
sunny. Highsin the lower 60s.
North winds 5 to 10 mph. Tues-
day night...Partly cloudy. Lows
intheupper 30s. East winds5to
10 mph. Wednesday...Partly
cloudy inthemorningthenclear-
ing. Highs in the upper 50s to
around 60. Southeast winds5 to
15 mph. Wednesday
night...Mostly clear in the
evening then becoming partly
cloudy. Lows in the lower 40s.
Thursday...Partly cloudy. Highs
inthe lower to mid 60s.

Thenumbers

Sunday’s high, 63

Low thismorning, 29

Records for March 29, 90 in
1943 and +4in 1987

Year ago today, 45 and 17

Precipitation past 24 hours,
0.00

Marchtotal, 0.74

March snowfall, 1inch

Soil temperature, 54

Thesources:

The forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service, and other
numbersarefromtheNorthwest
Research-Extension Center,
Colby. A recorded forecast up-
datedthroughout theday isavail -
able by calling (785) 899-7119.
Current temperatures are avail-
ableby calling 460-TEMP.

Area’s wheat crop questionable,

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press
If conditionsdon’t change, many
farmersintheareawill havetowrite
off their dryland wheat crop as a
loss, said Roger Stockton, North-
west Research-Extension Center
soil and crop specialist.
“There will probably be many

insuranceclaimsthisyear,” Stock-
tonsaid.

He said if the dryland crop re-
ceived enough rain, it could result
in an average wheat harvest. After
the last rain the area received,
Stockton said the wheat did green
upbutif it doesn’treceiveadequate
moisture,it’sconditionwill regress.

“The most trying thing is we
don’t seemto be anywhere near an
average rainfall pattern yet,” he
said. Stockton said looking back
100 years, weather records show
three-, five- and seven-year
droughts.

“It tends to come in cycles,”
Stockton said. “\We've ailmost for-

Police capture
armed robbery
suspects today

By TISHA COX

Colby Free Press

The Colby Police Department
and Thomas County Sheriff’s Of-
ficearrested two peoplewantedfor
robbery in Goodland early this
morning.

Colby Police Chief Randy Jones
said they received a call at about
2:32 a.m. that a gas station in
Goodland had been robbed. About
20minuteslater, avehiclefittingthe
description was pulled over on In-
terstate-70 about 10 miles west of
Colby.

“They didrecover somecashand
aknife,” Chief Jonessaid.

Jonessaid al5-year-old girl and
aman weretaken into custody and
returned to Goodland.

A release from the Sherman
County Sheriff’s Office said the

Councll

Total Storein Goodlandwasrobbeg
by knifepoint by ablack maleand e
girl.

The man ordered the gas station
attendant toturn onthepumpto get
gasfor the car and the girl pumpec
thegas.

The man held the attendant at
knifepoint andtold theattendant to
givehimthemoney fromtheregis-
ter.

The two then left. They were
stopped at milemarker 65, about 1C
mileswest of Colby.

Thearresting officersalsofound
out the vehicle the two were driv-
ing wasstolen out of Albuquerque,
N.M.

The man is being held at the
Sherman County Jail andthegirl i
inajuvenile holding facility. Both
areawaiting charges.

to hold

special meeting

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

The Colby City Council will be
reviewing contract amendmentsby
itsattorney, Joel Kriss, for the pur-
chaseof water and landrightsat its
7:45a.m. special meeting on Tues-
day.

The contract and ratification of
the purchase price at $305,800 for
thewater and land rightsowned by
G & EFarms(Max Embree) needed
tobereviewed and amended dueto
information received from state
water resources.

Carolyn Armstrong, city man-
ager, said intheinitial contract the
water rights were calculated at a

lower amount thanfirst determined.
It isfor that reason that the owner
of theland said hebelievedthelanc
isnow worth more.

Theincorrect water rightsfor that
land was first discovered by the
Department of Water Resourcesin
Topekaand was based oninformar
tionprovidedtothemfrom Ground-
water District #4, the state’s own
water officeandthewater commis-
sioner.

The special meeting will beheld
so that the council can decide on
approvingtheamendmentsinorder
that Mayor Warren Hixsoncansign
off on the required closing docu-
ments.

soil specialist says

gottenat thispoint but the90swere
apretty wet decade. Mother Nature
isbalancing the scales now.”
Irrigated wheat is receiving wa-
ter asneeded andit’singood shape.
Hesaid someproducersmight be
having second thoughts about
wheat and could be considering
soybeans or corn instead because

themarketsare upright now. How-
ever, Stockton said those same
farmerswho planted wheat because
of the lack of moisture might not
have enough water to grow a corn
or soybean crop.

There might be a few problems
with someirrigation wellsbecause
they might not haveenough water..

Kansas spelling bee winner credits her family legacy

TOPEKA (AP) — KendraFra-
zier was thinking about more than
thestatetitleshehadwonwhenshe
correctly spelled the words “cal-
low” and“ noisome” duringtheAll-
Kansas Spelling Bee.

“1 knew thiswasthelast year for
anyone else in my family,” said
Kendra, theyoungestinafamily of
top-notch spellers. “I did it for my
sisters.”

Her sisters, Angela and Erica
Frazier, died in a car wreck in the
early 1990s. Angel arepresented her

county and her family four timesat
the state bee, finishing in second
placetwice.

Ericawasagood speller and had
hopedtocompeteintheAll-Kansas
Spelling Bee, said John Frazier,
their father.

Kendra's mother, Linda, also
competedinthebeein 1967, asdid
Kendra'solder sister, Christa.

“1 don’t know wherethey getit,”
Frazier said of hiswifeand daugh-
ters ability to spell.

Kendra, who beat out 98 other

spellerstowinthe statetitle Satur-
day at WashburnUniversity, attrib-
uted her spelling prowessto “ read-
ingalot” and experience.

Theeighth-grader fromAltamont
Grade School was neck and neck
with 13-year-old ErinKeeley inthe
final rounds of the four-hour con-
test.

Itwasthefinal year of participa-
tion for both girls due to age and
graderestrictions.

Keeley had placed second and
third in previous contests.

Kendrahad already spelled cata-
maran, congeal, coniferous, dolor-
ous, and hypercritical. Keeley had
spelled euphemism, chivalrous,
onyx, cuticleand suavity.

Keeley stumbled on the word
“noisome,” meaning harmful to
health, foul-smelling, or offensive.
Shesubstituteda“y” forthe“i.” To
win, Kendrahad to spell that word
and afinal onecorrectly.

“Secretly, | was extremely ex-
cited,” Kendrasaid.

“1 knew "'noisome,” but | knew |

didn’t haveit won.

“The hardest part of the bee was
not knowing what that next word
would be.”

The final word was “callow,”
meaning immature or inexperi-
enced.

After Kendra spelled the word
correctly and was pronounced the
winner, Keeley bit back tears and
offered her congratulations.

Kendra goes on to represent the
state in the National Spelling Bee
June 1-3.
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Performance planned in Oakley

Red, Hot & Blue! will performinthe Oakley High School
auditorium at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday. The group has been
enjoying afive-year run in Branson, Mo. and reminisces
about the“good old days,” said Vicky Waldschmidt, media
correspondent withWestern PlainsArtsAssociation. Admis-
sion at the door $15 for adults, $8 for studentsor by WPAA
season passes. This presentation is supported by the Heart-
land Arts Fund, a program of Mid-AmericaArtsAlliance
funded by the National Endowment for the Arts with addi-
tional contributionsfrom theKansasArts Commission, and
foundations, corporations, and individuals throughout Ar-
kansas, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma, and Texas.

Commissioners to meet

The Thomas County Commissionerswill have their end
of month meeting Wednesday at 9 a.m. at the courthouse.
Items on the agendainclude county road department direc-
tor Clair Schrock discussing hisdepartment’ sfive-year plan,
and Ron Redick from Hi Plains Mental Health.

The meeting isopen to the public.

Egg hunt planned in April

TheColby KiwanisClubissponsoring an Easter Egg Hunt
startingat 10a.m. on Saturday, April 3,inFikePark. Theevent
isopento children up to 9 years of age.

Fair board special meeting set

The Thomas County Fair Board will hold aspecial meet-
ing at 8 p.m. on Tuesday at the Thomas County 4-H Build-
ing at thefairgrounds. Itemsontheagendaincludeapproval
of Colby Community Collegerodeoteam|ease, approval of
Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association and Women's
Rodeo Cowboy A ssoci ation applicationfees, executiveses-
sion and new business. The meeting isopen to the public.

Puddle Duck sets enrollment
Pre-enrollment for Puddle Duck Preschool is scheduled

for Wednesday, March 31 and Thursday, April 1, from 4-6

p.m., at 520 W. 5th, Colby. Thepreschool isnon-denomina-

tional and opentochildren 3, 4, and 5yearsof age. Forinfor-
mation, call Amy Jennings, director, at 460-2603.

Guard to hold open house

The Colby Army National Guard unit is hosting an open
house at 7 p.m., Friday, for family or anyoneinterested in
the KansasArmy National Guard.

Childbirth classes scheduled

Colby Childbirth Education will begin another series of
Childbirth Education classesin April. Classeswill be helc
Thursday, April 1,8, 15,and29from 7to 10 p.m.intheHealth
SciencesBuilding at Colby Community College. Toprereg-
ister, call Jeanene Brown at 785-460-4850.

Discounted park permits continue

TheThomasCounty Clerk’sofficeisreminding everyone
that vehicle park permitswill be discounted until Thursday.
After that date, said Tracey Perkins, county clerk, theannual
costswill goto $44.50; second to $24.50; senior and disablec
rates, $22.25 and second at $12.25.
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