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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

S0, THIS 15 MY STORY IDER.
JOSEF WEEDER IS A WELL-
KNOWN PHODDGRAPHER.
PEOPLE SEE HIS WORK
BUT Ko HOTHIN

INTERESTING. AND IS THIS
PIC FOR THE COVER?

Garfield = Jim Davis

CLICK

eserved.
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WHO IS SHE, MICHAEL?
HER NAME IS
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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MARRIED — WANT, WHEN WE WANT, AND
RIGHT NOW, | NOT 0 DRPEND N ANYONE
HONI 2 FOR ANYTHING /11
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CHES BOWNE

BUT WHERE
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Blondie ® Chic Young

MAYBE YOUR PARENTS WOULD
6/;5 ULﬁ MONEY TO

A HousE /

OH, MR. BUMSTEAD! MR. DITHERS WANTS
TO KNOW IF YOU'RE DOING ANYTHING

DOES HE MEAN DOING
ANYTHING FOR LUNCH?
ORDOESHE JUST

WANT TO SEE ME?
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D0 YOUWANT

TO SEE HIM,

MR. DITHERS?

NO, HE JUST WANTED TO
KNOW IF YOU WERE
DOING ANYTHING

DEREWRL

www.Blondie.com

FIX |

SWEARING AT IT WON'T
HELP. HERE, LET ME

T
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Hi, BlG BOY! &
YOU'LL BE NICE
FOR ME..OKAY?Z2d

WHATS WRONG WITH ME:
AUTTING UPA LITTLE
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(ALICE WAS RIGHT, TED. SHE DID COVER
FOR ME WHEN I WAS OUT ON ALL

Cryptoquip

S GMPFMBQ QBIMPW
GEZVVW, MZBI § GVV
QFVIIBQ VRM. § EVRWQI'N

ZPIQWB MZB MVVMZ.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [F YOU GO T(
AEROBICS CLASS, I GUESS THAT COULD BE
THOUGHT OF AS DROOP THERAPY,

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: G equals

BUT ALL SHE HAD TO
DO WAS LIE ABOUT YOU
i GOING OUT FOR LUNCH.

A YOU WOULD HAVE HAD
i TO LIE ABOUT HER
FAILING TO COMPLETE
A BIG ASSIGNMENT.

DONT YOU
SEE THE
DIFFERENCE2

NOW ARE SEVERAL
MONTHS OF
RESPONSES FROM
HER THAT CONSIST
ENTIRELY OF
\DYESIII |INO|I AND
"WHATEVER."

h-1
2
k4
5
]
e
2
E
=)
g
z
2
g
£
g
5
£
2
%
@
a
4
2
®
o
&
o
£
¥
>
)
¥
o
s
«
]

KCU XDXSUQW'B

SVVIB

XIU QXSU UOKHIUNW VY

HIVO. HK'B KCU BDCVVN

VY CXIS GOVDGB.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I STARTED DENTAL
SCHOOL, THEN I SOON DROPPED OUT. I
COULDN'T HANDLE THE TOOTH.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: [ equals R

ALL T CAN SEE )

Crossword
ACROSS 36 Rudi- 2 William 21 Object on
1 Inane mentary Tell's stage
5 Play with learning canton 22 Jeans-
robots 37 Attack 3 Hr. maker
8 Marshy 38 Rough division Strauss
area 41 Shelter 4 “Reds” 23 Chester
12 Canal 42 Jessica star — Arthur
zone of “Dark 5 Risque 24 Appor-
13 Simile Angel” 6 Putto tions (out)
center 43 Wages work 26 ldeas
14 Golden 48 Stead 7 Impish 27 Help a
Rule 49 Seesaw 8 City on hood
word quorum the St. 28 Sans staff
15 Liquid 50 Malaria Lawrence 29 Song of
resources symptom 9 E joy
17 Modern- 51 Crease pluribus 31 Wozniak
day coin 52 D.C. — partner
18 Playpen figure 10 Razor 34 Pillage
item 53 Frayed name 35 Bray
19 Hack 11 Hoodlum 37 Fraction
21 Poet DOWN 16 Japanese of
Sylvia 1 Fine, theater 3-Down
24 Hamlet, in rap 20 Crooner 38 A little
for one song Williams lower?
25 Depend 39 Medley
(on) Solution time: 21 mins. 49 First
26 Wallet fill El’f\ AL victim
30 EggS T M 41 French
31 Santa- H[T|CIH]I city
esque MEH £ :E 44 Shock
32 Tarzan’s [plololm ElCY and —
son E|S|S|E S|O[N] 45 Swelled
33 Trivial A EITIE heaq
sum EINE N 46 Mongrel
35 Steerer’'s | 1|D|S E 47 Under-
place LIEJO E standing
3-30
2 I3 9 Jio |11

ACROSS
1 Office
part-timer
5 Jackson 5
song
8 What to
do if you
see red
12 Winglike
13 Old
French
coin
14 Lofty
15 Sunday
statutes
17 “— par-
tridge ...”
18 Unctuous
remedy
19 Block and
tackle
piece
21 Tittle
24 Schuss
25 Cow
palace?
28 Compe-
tent
30 Brokaw’s
workplace
33 Praiseful
recitation
34 Inter-
weave
35 Listening
device
36 Peculiar
37 Kennedy
matriarch
38 Wan

39 IRS
employee

41 Big Bad
Wolf's
tactic

43 Proof-
reader’s
head-
aches

46 In accom-
paniment

50 Armoire
part

51 Vague
situation

54 Cathedral
section

55 A billion
years

56 Salil
support

57 Disarray

58 Hideaway

59 Differently

DOWN

2 Big name
in scat
3 Handle
roughly
4 Maestro
Andre
5 “— matter
of fact, ...”
6 Acknowl-
edge
applause
7 Verge
8 Peduncle
9 Where
dark
borders
light
10 Shoppe
descrip-
tion
11 Broadway
offering
16 Zodiac
sign
20 Second-
hand

1 Filing aids 22 Poi base
Solution time: 21 mins.
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23 Discon-
cert

25 Hallow-
een holler

26 Throw
into the
mix

27 Barton’s
organiza-
tion

29 Place

31 “Pshaw!”

32 Shout

34 Pesky
kid?

38 Blazing

40 Rids of
rind

42 “King
Kong”
actress
Wray

43 Cheese
choice

44 Hitch-
cock
tour de
force

45 On in
years

47 Exam
format

48 Capone
foe

49 Scandal
suffix

52 Wade
opponent

53 Raggedy
one
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Bridge

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
dAQS8
¥7643
®63
PbAJ62
WEST EAST
®©Jo52 2K 1064
Y109 8 YAKQ52
® 34 ® 97
$10973 *£0Q 5
SOUTH
@73
¥J
*AKQIJI052
$K 84
The bidding:
South West North East
5@ Pass Pass Pass

Opening lead — ten of hearts.

TheBetter Way

When a contract depends solely on the favorable
distribution of asuit or thesuccessof afinesse, al you
candoishopethat the Fateswill bekind toyou. How-
ever, some hands that seem to depend on luck can be
salvaged by finding away to reducetheluck element,
thereby increasing the chance of success.

Consider thisdeal where Southisinfivediamonds
and West |eads a heart. East wins and plays another
heart, ruffed by South.

There'sno denying that declarer now hasan excel-
lent shot at the contract. He can draw trumps, play the
K-x of clubsandfinessethejack. If thejack wins, heis
home. Evenif it loses, the clubs might turn out to be
divided 3-3 and, failing that, the spade finesse might
work.

All thesepossibilitiesadded together make South e
hugefavoritefor the contract. Yet, asthe cardslie, he
would go down one by pursuing this course of play,
since both finessesfail and the clubs bresk 4-2.

However, South hasabetter chanceto get homeby
altering his play slightly. After drawing trumps, he
should cash theA-K of clubs, spurning thefinesse. In
the actual case, this safety play succeeds, since East
has the doubleton queen.

Note that rejecting the club finesse does not hurt
South’s chances one hit. If the queen doesn’t appear,
South simply leadshisremaining clubtoward the J-6.
If West has the queen, or if the suit divides 3-3, the
contractissecure, sincedummy’ sfourth clubbecomes
declarer’s 11th trick.

By playinginthisfashion, Southmakesthecontract
not only when West hasthequeen of clubsor whenthe
suit breaks 3-3, but also when East has the doubl eton
gueen. The club finesse should therefore not be at-
tempted, since the maximum chance is attained by
refusing thefinesse.

North dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
®» A 6
Y74
®*AQI0872
*oK Q10
WEST EAST
2K Q83 @®» 107
¥YKQ10962 ¥853
® 5 ®J964
%*] 3 $90 842
SOUTH
®JjoOs542
YAJ
® K23
P$A 765
The bidding:
North East South West
1 & Pass 1 & A 4
3@ Pass 3 NT

Opening lead — king of hearts.

HasteM akesWaste

Itisimpossibleto estimatehow many pointsarel ost
over aperiod of time by aplayer who does not allow
for unfavorabledistributionandinstead plungesahead
without considering thefull range of possihilities.

Take thissimple case where South went downin
contract he should have made. He won West's heart
lead withtheaceand promptly fell into thetrap of try-
ing to run hisdiamonds.

When West showed out on the second round of the
suit, dashing South’s hopes of winning six diamonc
tricks, declarer adjusted his tactics. After taking the
second diamond with the queen, he turned his atten-
tion to clubs, hoping to score four club tricks and so
salvage hisgame.

The K-Q of clubs were therefore cashed, felling
West's jack, but when declarer next led the ten from
dummy, he found he could score only threetricksin
thesuit, whether heallowed thetentohold or overtook
itwiththeace. Eventually hescored hiseight high-card
winnersand finished down one.

Declarer’sdownfall can betraced directly to play-
ingdiamondsinitially instead of clubs. Heshould have
cashed the K-Q of clubs at trickstwo and three, after
which he would have had no difficulty getting home
safely. After cashing theten of clubs, hewould lead e
diamond to the king and score the ace of clubsto ob-
tain hisninth trick.

South should have reasoned that if the diamonds
were favorably divided, they could be cashed at any
time, but that the same was not true of the clubs. By
playing the K-Q of clubsfirst, he could gain an extre
trick if either defender started with the singleton or
doubleton jack of clubs. On thisdedl, that extratrick
would have made all the difference.
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“The ... umm ... the answer ... umm ...

is umteen?”
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“Am | up past my bedtime yet?”




