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CrosswordFor Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

The Better Way
When a contract depends solely on the favorable

distribution of a suit or the success of a finesse, all you
can do is hope that the Fates will be kind to you. How-
ever, some hands that seem to depend on luck can be
salvaged by finding a way to reduce the luck element,
thereby increasing the chance of success.

Consider this deal where South is in five diamonds
and West leads a heart. East wins and plays another
heart, ruffed by South.

There’s no denying that declarer now has an excel-
lent shot at the contract. He can draw trumps, play the
K-x of clubs and finesse the jack. If the jack wins, he is
home. Even if it loses, the clubs might turn out to be
divided 3-3 and, failing that, the spade finesse might
work.

All these possibilities added together make South a
huge favorite for the contract. Yet, as the cards lie, he
would go down one by pursuing this course of play,
since both finesses fail and the clubs break 4-2.

However, South has a better chance to get home by
altering his play slightly. After drawing trumps, he
should cash the A-K of clubs, spurning the finesse. In
the actual case, this safety play succeeds, since East
has the doubleton queen.

Note that rejecting the club finesse does not hurt
South’s chances one bit. If the queen doesn’t appear,
South simply leads his remaining club toward the J-6.
If West has the queen, or if the suit divides 3-3, the
contract is secure, since dummy’s fourth club becomes
declarer’s 11th trick.

By playing in this fashion, South makes the contract
not only when West has the queen of clubs or when the
suit breaks 3-3, but also when East has the doubleton
queen. The club finesse should therefore not be at-
tempted, since the maximum chance is attained by
refusing the finesse.

 Haste Makes Waste
It is impossible to estimate how many points are lost

over a period of time by a player who does not allow
for unfavorable distribution and instead plunges ahead
without considering the full range of possibilities.

Take this simple case where South went down in a
contract he should have made. He won West’s heart
lead with the ace and promptly fell into the trap of try-
ing to run his diamonds.

When West showed out on the second round of the
suit, dashing South’s hopes of winning six diamond
tricks, declarer adjusted his tactics. After taking the
second diamond with the queen, he turned his atten-
tion to clubs, hoping to score four club tricks and so
salvage his game.

The K-Q of clubs were therefore cashed, felling
West’s jack, but when declarer next led the ten from
dummy, he found he could score only three tricks in
the suit, whether he allowed the ten to hold or overtook
it with the ace. Eventually he scored his eight high-card
winners and finished down one.

Declarer’s downfall can be traced directly to play-
ing diamonds initially instead of clubs. He should have
cashed the K-Q of clubs at tricks two and three, after
which he would have had no difficulty getting home
safely. After cashing the ten of clubs, he would lead a
diamond to the king and score the ace of clubs to ob-
tain his ninth trick.

South should have reasoned that if the diamonds
were favorably divided, they could be cashed at any
time, but that the same was not true of the clubs. By
playing the K-Q of clubs first, he could gain an extra
trick if either defender started with the singleton or
doubleton jack of clubs. On this deal, that extra trick
would have made all the difference.
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