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‘Ricegate’ is avoided, so
let’s get on with the show

Dr. Condoleeza Rice, President Bush's national secu-
rity adviser, hastwo choices, inour opinion: 1) givesworn
publictestimony beforethe9/11 Commission; 2) pack her
bags, climb on her horse and ride into the sunset.

She'screatinganunwanted gate’ for President Bush—
‘Ricegate.’

That’sthe way today’seditorial started asit wasbeing
drafted Tuesday.

Since then, however, Dr. Rice has decided to testify
under oath in public before the commission. We doubt,

seriously, that thedecisionto send her beforethepanel was
toher liking. Shedidtalk totheminclosed sessionawhile

back, but not under oath.
It is asafe bet that President Bush's arm was twisted

firmly by impatient and angry Republicansto allow his

national security adviser tostart singing publicly tothe9/
11 Commission — a nonpartisan body he, himself, ap-
pointed.

Her continued refusal to go before the commission in

public—whilehuntingdownevery televisioncamerashe
could find — was turning her into one of those “What's

shetryingto hide?’ people.
Her know-it-all, arrogant, confrontational style, didn’t

winher many friends. Infact, someRepublican members
of the 9/11 Commission, were correct in saying that the

White House was making amajor election year error in
keeping her away fromtestifying publicly and under oath.

Thepressurewasintense. Generally, sitting national se-
curity advisersdo not testify before Congress. But the 9/
[ Commissionisnot Congress. And this panel of distin-

guished Americansis dealing with something that has

never beforehappenedtothisgreatest of all countries: an
attack on our own soil. They were commissioned to con-
duct hearingsto determinehow thistragedy, costing thou-
sands of lives, was allowed to happen.

They need to hear from leading officials in both the

Clinton and Bush administrations, including the likes of
Dr. Rice. Now that she will be appearing publicly and
under oath, shewill havean opportunity totell her sideof
thestory astoldlast week by former antiterrorismadviser
Richard Clarke, who served under four presidents.
Everyoneknew that eventually Ricewould haveto ap-
pear, everyone, that is, except President Bush and Rice.

Chalk one up for the victorsin this latest White House

struggle, struggles that weren’'t as commonplace when
Karen Hugheswasaround. Mrs. Hughes, youwill recall,

had the president’sear at every turnin her capacity ashis
personal adviser beforeleavingayear agoto devotemore
timetoherfamily inTexas. Shewascalledback intohelp

with the Rice standoff.

Didn’t take long after her arrival that the issue was

settled.
Now, let’sget on with the show.
Tom(TD) Dreiling
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EVEN CAPTURING OSAMA BIN LADEN
WoULDN'T HAVE PREVENTED THE ATTACK ...

.. ON 1RAQ.

R S0R

It just doesn'’t get any easier

He'sback in Korea. Yes, son Lance— theAir
Forcecareer kid—lifted off fromDallasaround
10 a.m. Tuesday aboard a KAL (Korean Air
Lines) nonstop 14-hour flight to Seoul to finish
hisyear’sassignment. Heisscheduled to return
back to the Statesin mid-August.

He, hiswife Tobie, and children Alyssa and
Caleb, spent part of hisnearly 30-day leavewith
his brother Todd (and Darci) and sister Denise
(Darren and Samantha) in the Denver area, and
here in Colby with me, his grandmother Sally
Eberle and hisaunt Judy (and Paul) Wintz. The
rest of the time was spent at their home on
Sheppard Air Force Base, Wichita Falls, Texas
and at sitesin and around that area.

Upon hisreturnin August, they will moveto
Spokane, Wash., where he will be stationed at
Fairchild AFB.

Needlesstosay thetimewentfast. Toofast. He
calledmearound9p.m. Monday “justtochat” a
little before hisdeparture Tuesday morning. We
talkedmorethanusual. | sensed hewasn’tinany
hurry to end the conversation.

A lot of small talk — bowling (hisfavorite),
hisrestored pickup (ahobby), weather compari-
sons (herevs. Korea), hisbirthday (March 31),
“gosh Dad, I'll be 34,” etc. — and then heavier
topics, Tobieand thekids.

There were several hesitations, which |
chalked up to hard swallowing — a condition
brought on by attempts to disguise emotions,
emotions, | frankly confess, on both ends of the
line.

I remember how toughit wastohelphim, asa
wet-behind-the-ears freshman, unload his stuff
at hisfirst college dormitory at Fort Hays State
University. | remember how tough it wasto put
him on the plane to fly to San Antonio, Texas
when heopted out of collegetobeginacareerin
theAir Force. | remember how tough it wasto
say good-bye to him and see him and hiswife,
Tobie, off to begin their new life together asan
Air Force family. | remember how tough it was
to seehim board the planein early August 2003
tofly to South Korea.

Andthenagainhow toughitwasMonday night
to finally have to say, “good-night, good-bye,
haveasafejourney...l loveyou.”

Youraisethem, youencouragethem, youteach
them. And when the time comes you help them
depart the nest, confident they will always re-
member that you are the wind beneath their
wings.

No, it doesn’t get any easier.

DON'T forget that you can buy your Taste of

| Tom Dreiling

1e My
Turn

HomeCOOKING SCHOOL ticketsright here
at theFreePress. Thepriceis$7 inadvance, or
$8 at the door. The cooking school will be held
April 13inMax JonesFieldhouseat Goodland.
You'll want to attend.

Thedoorswill openat4p.m.(MDT), that’s5
p.m.(CDT) and the cooking getsunderway at 6
p.m. (Mountain), 7 p.m (Central).

I MUST havemissed something somewhere,
but “Good Morning America,” the ABC-TV
morning show, excitedly informed us the past
few daysthat they werefeaturing Janet Jackson
on Wednesday (today).

Wasn't shethegal that wasunder attack ashort
while ago for baring her breast for millions of
viewersduring half-time of the Super Bowl?

Shame on“Good Morning, Americal”

AndJanet’sattireon David L etterman’s Show
on Monday was absolutely an in-your-face re-
sponse to the criticism surrounding her bare
breastincident. What sheworewas, well, itwas
sinful, worse then the Super Bowl exposure.

Don’t buy her latest CD in protest of her be-
havior.

And brother Michael isin Washington, D.C.
to receive some humanitarian award, while a
grand jury issitting in Californiahearing testi-
mony in a child molestation filing involving
him.

What intheworld gives?

| guessweall werejust overreacting to situa-
tionsasthey apply to Janet and Michael.

KAKE-TV was boasting on one of its com-
mercialstheother eveningthat, “ Yousaw it first
onKAKE-TV!” What do they mean?If | never
watch KAKE, thereisno way | have of know-
ingif they arefirstat anything. Andif | amwatch-
ingthem, how do| know what theothersstations
inWichitaare showing? These ongoing televi-
sion claimsarejust plain silly. And who really
cares?

WHY?...
Why do peopleconstantly returntotherefrig-

E-mail postage not too

To the barricades, people! Here come the
money-grubbers, tryingtoget their handsonone
of thefew small pleasuresthat arestill essentially
freein our world: sending e-mail.

None other than Bill Gates, the emperor of
Microsoft’svirtual kingdom, hasacknowledged
that hismonopolistic corporation, thelargest e-
mail provider intheworld, istrying to devel op
ane-mail stamp. Apparently, he'stryingtobethe
global post office of the Internet. Microsoft is
conspiring with Yahoo, Inc., the second largest
e-mail provider, to work out the technological
kinks to make it possible for them to create a
virtual stamp — actually an encrypted code
number — so they can assess afee for each e-
mail, probably starting modestly with a penny
per message.

Excuseme. Bill Gatesistherichesthumanon
theplanet, withmorepersonal wealththan some
nations, yet hefeelsthe need to collect apenny

Jim
Hightower

® Guest
Commentary

from each of our e-mails?

No, no, say theminionsof Microsoft and Ya-
hoo — thisis something we want to do to help
Y OU; it'sfor your own good!

They’ re cloaking thissneaky stamp tax with
aclaimthat they just want to stopthosedastardly
spammerswho fill our e-mail boxeswith elec-
tronic junk mail hawking all sorts of products
and services. “ Thereis not enough friction in
sendinge-mail,” saysaYahoo operative, andthe

erator withthehopesthat something newto ea
will have materialized?

Onelectrictoasters, why dothey engravethe
message* oneslice’ ?How many piecesof breac
dothey think peoplearereally goingtry to stuff
nthat slot?

Why do people keep running over astring ¢
dozen times with their vacuum cleaner, ther
reach down, pick it up, examine it, then put if
back down to give their vacuum one more
chance?

Why isitthat noplasticgarbagebagwill oper
fromtheendyoufirst try?

How do those dead bugsget into closed ligh
fixtures?

Considering all thelint you getinyour dryer
if youkept dryingyour clotheswoul d they even:
tually just disappear?

Inwinter, why do wetry to keep the house &
warmasit wasin summer whenwecomplainec
about the heat?

How come we never hear any father-in-lan
jokes?

L ONG ago when men cursed and beat the
ground with sticks, it was called witchcraft
Today, it'scalled golf.

TWO women met for the first time since
graduating from high school. One asked the
other, “ Youwerealwaysso organizedin school
Didyou managetoliveawell planned life?’

“Yes,” said her friend. “My first marriagewas
toamillionaire; my second marriagewasto ar
actor; my third marriage wasto apreacher; anc
now I’m married to an undertaker.”

Her friend, with a puzzled ook on her face
asked, “What dothosemarriageshavetodowitt
awell planned life?’

Thewomanbegantolaughandsing, “ Onefor
themoney, two for the show, threeto get ready
and four to go.”

THE Bush-Kerry campaignisreally getting
downanddirty. I’ m surprised they aren’t being
sponsored by Tideor Ivory.

GOD isnotonour side. It'suptousto beor
Hisside.

HAVE agood evening!

Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press. Hi:
column appears Wednesdays and Fridays. E-
mail td@nwkansas.com, fax (785) 462-7749, or
call 462-3963.

far away

planisto apply friction at a penny a pop. Of
course, while couching this as a noble public
service, the corporationswould be creating an
endlessnew revenue stream running right into
their pockets.

Company executives say that you and |
shouldn’t fear this e-stamp, because, initialy,
they’ d only requirethebig bulk usersof e-mail
to pay thiscorporate assessment of postage—
not us. Pardon my skepticism, but Microsoft
and Yahoo are not altruistic entities, and their
long recordsof profiteering suggeststhat once
they get the technology in place, they’ Il milk
usconsumersfor all they can get.

Jim Hightower is the best-selling author of
“ Thieves In High Places: They' ve Solen Our
CountryAndIt'sTimeTo TakeltBack,” onsale
now fromViking Press. www.jimhightower.com
<http://www.ji mhightower.com>.



