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Matt Murray’s arm was raised several times at the NCAA Division
1 national championships at St. Louis. The Colby standout finished
the tournament as the runner-up, positioning him as the #1 wres-
tlers heading into the 2004-05 season.

Matt Murray insuper
showing at nationals

Matthew Murray, known far and
wide for his exceptional wrestling
talent— many fanswill remember
hisskillsonthelocal mats— came
away from the NCAA Division |
Wrestling Championships on
March18-20inSt. Louisintherun-
ner-up spot.

Murray is amember of the Uni-
versity of Nebraska Cornhusker
team. Murray entered the national
showdownranked #7 inthenation.
After winning hisfirst twomatches,
hemet the#2-rankedwrestlerinthe
country, NateGallick of lowaState,
inthequarterfinals. Murray wonthe
match 3-3 by overtime criteria
(ridingtime). Gallick had defeated
Murray twice previously in close
encounters.

Inthe semifinals, Murray had to
meet the #3-ranked wrestler and
returning 2003 national champion,
Teyon Ware of the University of
Oklahoma. Murray wasabletotake
thismatch by a’5-4 decision.

Thatvictory sent Murray intothe

On the road

finals against Cliff Moore of the
University of lowa. In the semis,
Cliff Mooredefeated the#1-ranked
wrestler, Scott M ooreof theUniver-
sity of Virginia. Scott Moore had
entered the tourney with a 48-0
record, with 33 of those victories
being pins.

Murray came up short against
Cliff Moore, 2-5. SinceCliff Moore
isasenior, Murray will likely enter
the 2004-05 wrestling season
ranked #1 in the country.

Murray was also selected to the
1st Team Big X1 All-Academic
Team, with a 3.9 grade point aver-
age. After placing 2nd at the na-
tional tourney, Murray wassel ected
tothe 1st TeamAll-AmericanAca-
demic Team.

Murray thankseveryonefor their
support during the just concluded
season.

Thewidely respected and recog-
nized Colby athleteisthesonof Jim
and Bernice Murray, Colby resi-
dents.

Colby swimmers are getting ready

TheColby Swim Clubwill begin
summer swim practiceson Sunday
at the Colby Community College
pool with a parents meeting at 4
p.m. followed by thefirst practice
for new and returning swimmers.

Practices will be on Sundays
through May, club officials said,
then daily practices begin after
school isout.

Swim meetsthisyear are sched-
uled asfollows: Saturday, June5, at
Holyoke, Colo.; Saturday, June12,
at Burlington, Colo.; Saturday, June
19, at Oakley; Saturday, June 26, at
Colby; and Friday and Saturday,
July 9and 10 in Wray, Colo.

Withthe 2004 swim season right
around the corner, club officials
wantedto highlight someof thenew
changesin the program.

For example, the Colby Swim

Club started winter swimming at
the Colby Community College
swimming pool in November.

All agegroupsmet every Sunday
(except thethird) towork onswim-
ming technique and endurance.

“TheSwim Club hasexperienced
coacheswho work with swimmers
toimprovetheir abilities,” said Pat
Erickson, one of the coordinators.
“Anyonecanswimfor thecluband
being agood swimmer isnot apre-
requisite, but youdo havetobewill-
ingto learn and work hard.”

Dating back many years, the
swim club has sparked interest in
swimmingfor many people. Infact,
many of the parents of current
swimmerswereformer membersin
their youth, Erickson said.

Highlighting somerecent events,
Becky Lang and Erika Erickson,

decidedtoswimcompetitively this
winter. They registered with Mis-
souri Valley Swimand swam under
the Western Kansas Swim Club
name.

This club has members from
townsall over western Kansasand
oneeachfrom Oklahomaand Texas
(Colby, Dodge City, Garden City,
Great Bend, Guymon, Okla., Hays,
Lakin, Leoti, Liberal, Scott City,
Spearman, Texas, and Ulysses).

Lang and Erickson practiced in
themorningsat 6a.m. atthecollege
pool to preparefor swimming, then
swam at one meet in Salina, one
meet in Emporia, and qualified
times for the Division Il meet in
Topekain many events.

Missouri Valley hasmembersall
over the country but the western
Kansas club usually competed

against eastern Kansasteams. The
girlshadtoqualify toswimthenhac
toswimapreliminary racein many
eventsand beinthetop 8to qualify
for the finals. The results of Divi-
sion Il saw Lang taking 3rd in 5C
freestyle(finals), 8thin2001M (fi-
nals), 5thin200backstroke(finals),
3rd in 100 backstroke (finals), 7th
in200freestyle(finals), 11thin 100
freestyle, and 12thin 100 butterfly.

Erickson took 5th in 100C
freestyle, 7thin500freestyle, 4thin
4001M, 3rdin 200 breaststroke (fi-
nals), 6thin2001M (finals), 3rdin
1650 freestyle, 2nd in 100 breast-
stroke(finals), 11thin50freestyle,
and 10th in 100 freestyle.

For questions, call Mark anc
Angie Goudy, Brewster, at 694-
2599 or Tracy and Robyn Rogers,
Colby, at 462-3128.

Trojan baseball picks up 10th victory

Tuesday

Western Nebraskaat Colby

Game 1-Colby 5, Western 8

-Despite three hits by Dan
McClure and two doublesby Kyle
Sandusky, the Trojans could not
pull out game one.

TheTrojansstruck inthebottom
of thefirst after alead off single by
sophomore center fielder Dan
McClurewasconvertedtoarun by
freshmanthirdbasemanA.J. Steele.

Steele scored McClure with a

sacrifice fly to left field after
McClure stole second and ad-
vanced to third on a balk. That
would betheonly lead for the Tro-
jans as the Cougars scored two in
thetop of thesecond andtheTrojans
couldonly get ascloseasatieinthe
fourth.

Sophomore centerfielder Dan
McClurewent 3 for 3with awalk,
arun scored and an RBI. Sopho-
more catcher Kyle Sandusky also
had a big game going 2 for 3 with

SportsLine

Colby District

» Thursday — Varsity softball
at Syracuse, 4 p.m.

 Friday — Junior varsity golf
at Norton, 9 am.; varsity track at
Norton, 3p.m.; varsity/junior var-
Sity baseball at Plainville, 4 p.m. -
varsity game followed by junior
varsity game.

e Monday — Junior varsity ten-
nisat Garden City, 9 am.; Colby
Highgirls basketball potluck and
awardsinthecommonsaresa, 6:30
p.m.

e Tuesday — 7th/8th track at
Norton, 10:30a.m.; junior varsity/

Trojansgainsplitwith Sewarad

The Colby Community College
went to 7-3 in their last 10 games
with a split at Seward County on
Tuesday afternoon.

ThelLady Trojanswon gameone
of the doubleheader 8-7. Christina
Obernolte wasin the circle for the
winpitching 7inningsandallowing
just one earned run. Sheallowed 6
hits and four walks while striking
out three. CaleaMeyer and Lauren
James each went 3for 4inthecon-
test with Meyer knocking in two
runs. TheLady Trojanshad 12 hits
ingameone.

Colby dropped game two 8-7 in

8 innings. Lindsey Kastanek took
the loss allowing 12 hits and 7
earned runsin 8 innings of work.
Shewalked 5 battersand struck out
one. Shanae Calkins went 2 for 3
with 3RBI intheloss.

Coach Carl Adams commented
on the Seward County double-
header, “Weareplaying better each
time out. We still need our pitchers
to continue to step up and get bet-
ter. Weare morefocused on hitting
as ateam and not as individuals.
Thisweekendwewill start our dis-
trict games. We are 4-6 in the
Jayhawk West right now. Thisisa

weirdyear, everyoneisgetting beat.
There are no teams that are domi-
nating like in years past. The con-
ference and the region are wide
open, whatever team gets hot that
weekend has a great shot to win
regionalsand get to nationals.”
TheLady Trojanswill beahome
onThursday ,April 1toplay Barton
County at the college field. First
pitchisscheduled for 3p.m.

Sports to:
Fax 462-7749

N

I1t’s that time agal

[ | 5
|
=
— %
s

were not available.

CRYSTAL RUCKER/Colby Free Press

The Colby Chapter of the American Youth Soccer Organization started its spring games last
weekend. Games will run on Saturdays in Colby and Oakley at the ball fields through May 15,
exceptthere will be no games played on April 10. During last week’s competition the Winona team
took on one of Colby’s teams in the age 6 youth division pictured above. Scores and other details

varsity baseball at Ulysses, 4 p.m.;
the junior varsity/varsity softball
gamesat Ulyssesscheduledfor this
date have been moved to Friday,
April 30,4 p.m.

Numbers:
fax 462-7749
or
462-3963

two doubles and two runs scored.
A.J. Steeleadded ahomeruninthe
seventh.

Game2- Colby 7, Western 1

Freshmanright-hander DanNeal
had nine strikeouts on hisway to a
complete game victory in game
two.

Neal did not walk single batter
andgaveupjusttwohitsfor hissec-
ondvictory of theseason. TheTro-
jan offense was highlighted by a
fiverun third that saw a double by
sophomorerightfielder Joel Gould
score two runs.

“They’re Playing Our Song”
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Country Dinner

Saturday, May 1, 2004

Join us for this delightful musical that sparkles
with wit, charm & wonderful music!

Departs: Oberlin, Atwood, Colby,

Includes motorcoach transportation,
theatre production, Buffet & fully escorted.

COLBY/HEARTLAND TOURS & TRAVEL

1-800-488-3509

DanMcClurebackeduphis3for
3 performance in game one by go-
ing 2 for 4 with adouble in game
two. Freshman second baseman
Russell Coates also had an out-
standing game going 3 for 3.
Coates' drag bunt wasresponsible
for sparking thefive-runthird.

TheTrojansarenow 10-150nthe
season and 4-4 in conference. To-
day, March Pratt comestotownfor
a p.m. doubleheader. Saturday the
Trojans travel to Garden City anc
Sunday Bartoncomesto Colby for
another 1 p.m. doubleheader.

Playhouse
Denver, CO

Goodland and Burlington

Endowment
Association

Cblby Cbmmunity College
Scholarship Benefit Party Auction

Comfort Inn Convention Center in Colby

Saturday, April 3

Doors Open: 4:45 p.m.

Buffet Dinner: 5:30 p.m.

Live Auction: 7:00 p.m.

LISTED BELOW ARE A FEW OF THE ITEMS DONATED:
Farm Credit CCC Graduates

« Trojan Backer Stone

 Cheyenne Frontier Day Package
« 2Minute Shopping Spree

« Night Stay @ Claremont Inn

» Framed Pheasant Picture
« Gift Certificate for Setting and Med Package

« Exotic Meat Basket
e Compact Fridge

« Rocking Horse

8" Locust Tree

« Autographed Basketball

F & M Bank
Dillions of Colby

Adams, Brown, Beran & Ball

High Plains Printing
FotoGirl

Oakley Premium Meats
High Plains Sheep Co.
Miller’s Photography

Goodell Green House & Floral

* One Quarter Beef Processed

Brian Ostermann
CCC Judging Team

Thank you to all the area individuals and
businesses who donated items to help make the
auction a success! A Special Thanks to Farm and
Ranch Realty and ALL auction staff, cashiers and

spotters. Stop by the His Shop, Personal Touch &
Colby Photo to see displays of auction items
coming this weekend.

DONT
MISS QUT
ON THE
FUN!!!

Auction conducted and clerked compliments of Farm & Ranch Realty, Inc. - Don Hazlett, Broker
****Tickets Still Available****

For reservations, call 785-462-4684




